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CHAPTER: 01

INTRODUCTION
The sub region of Asia, named Central Asia or Shredne Asia (in Russian language) is situated in
the core of Asian continent. The region is completely landlocked, borders of Iran and
Afghanistan to the south, China to the east and Russia to the north and west. Central Asian main
steppe land is limited by the Caspian Sea in the west, the Tian Shan mountains in the east and the
Hindu Kush and Pamir ranges in the south. The Central Asian unique location, in the centre of
Asia provided an opportunity to connect Asian and European continent

as well as north-south

linking Persian Gulf and Russia to South Asia, has characterized it as ancient land link.
Central Asia with rich human and energy resources occupies a vast area of 1544400 sq miles
(Khwaja, 2003) exceeding that of India or Western Europe. (Belokrenitsky, 1998, 46) It occupies
2% of the total global lands; having „50 million population on nearly four million sq Kms.
Central Asia has been described by different names. Greek and Romans called the region
Tranoxiana, the region beyond the Oxus, Persian called it „Varàrud‟ or „Fararudan‟. To Arabs; it
was known as “Mawarannahr or the land between two rivers”. In Muslim era, it was also known
as “Turan” (combined area of Russian Turkistan & Chinese Turkistan). Famous traveler and
writer, Abn-e-Battuta, coined the word „Turkistan‟, meaning the land inhabited by Turks. In
1843, AlexanderVon Humboldt (Geographer) presented proposal of Central Asia to distinguish
other regions of Asia. European scholars adopted the term in 19th century. In 1993, the five
Central Asian states agreed to apply the term or name „Central Asia for Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan, in the memory of glorious historical past. On the
other hand, the cultural perception in broader sense also includes Afghanistan, western province
of China (Xinjiang) and the northwestern part of Pakistan, (Dani, 47, 1996) which was formerly
known as „Russian Turkistan‟ in history. (Anwar, 14, 1996) In order to avoid an ambiguity in
research,

the name Central Asia is applied for

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,

Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan, the five sovereign republics (CARs or CAS) which became
independent in 1991 which also share a culture and are enriched by many centuries of experience
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as the agents of social, artistic, scientific, religious and commercial exchanges between the East
and the West.
The people of Central Asia are inheritor of long glorious and illustrious history. Much of the
world ancient history was oriented in Central Asia, for it was the birth place of the great warrior
tribes, great Physicians, Mathematicians, poets, Sufi‟s, Illustrious , Muhadisines, who left
indelible marks on the region.

Abu-Ali-Sina( called the father of Algebra) Al-Biruni

(geographer, mathematician) and Ibn Battuta are some prominent figures of Central Asia whose
contribution in various fields left revolutionary landmark on the history of the region as well as
in the world. Amir-e-Tarriqat Hazhrat Khawja Bahauddin Naqshbandiya (founder of the
Naqshbandiya Sufi tariqat) and Ismail Al-Bukhari (compiler of an important selection of Muslim
Hadith) are some of the renowned figures of the Muslim world.
Central Asia was an important area of rivalry for supremacy between Britain and Russia
throughout the 19th century. Now; it has become an area of struggle for dominance among
regional and global powers. Since 1990, the geopolitical landscape of Central Asia has been
changed dramatically with emergence of five Central Asian republics. Indeed, relatively, Central
Asian republics after the disappearance of communism from the region become soft belly for
extremism and ethnic divide, pursuant to these ethnic and radical lines, they prefer to introduce
themselves in regarding with their ethnic lines instead of greater region i.e. Central Asia. (Dani,
1996) In absence of strong state craft mechanism, they become vulnerable to potential external
threats from regional powers.
Central Asia is the region where all the peoples, either from east or west or living in remote areas
are linked or intermingled with one another. In fact, for centuries, the Asian pulse was connected
with the heartbeat of Central Asia. The 21 st century has identified the region, working like a
black hole whom energy reserves have attracted the attention of regional and global powers. The
region, at the same time, was perhaps the most important and the most neglected part of the
world. The most striking geographical feature of Central Asia is its complete isolation form
oceanic influence, which has its historical counterpart in the exclusion of their people from any
role in the movement of exploration, yet trade or histro-political expansion, has played a major
role in human history since at least the 18 th century.
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The Central Asian region has become significant in the eyes of world because nature endowed it
tremendous natural resources. Its hydro carbon reserves are estimated as the second largest in the
world, with at least „90 to 200 billion barrels of oil and estimated gas reserves are 46% which has
the potential to transform this area into an economic power house. Yet, this hypothesis is
undermined by the fact that these states are landlocked, therefore, they are facing problems due
to political instability within and outside the region to open them to the world.

1.1 Central Asia: A Unique Region
Central Asia or Common Wealth of Independent States (CIS), which gained the status of
sovereign state in 1991, was a unique incident in annals of mankind. (Saleem, 2013) After the
cold war, Central Asia again emerged as potential sound region on the landscape of Eurasia.
(Melvin, 2000) The sudden emergence resulted zilch political mechanism in their institutions as
they were not prepared to withstand the challenges of a sovereign state. The region grew as
„apple of discord for the region as well as the world because of escalating intense political and
commercial competition for control over the vast energy resources of oil and gas. Political
experts elicit it the Great Game with new aspect to control over energy reserves of Central Asia.
Above all, this ongoing campaign is by and large related to:


Control over production of energy resources.



Pipeline geopolitics to control over complete gas pipelines and oil flow pipelines which
will transport the oil and gas to the world, i.e. western markets and north-south directions.

Archimedes, Greek mathematician said that he could move the world with a lever on a fulcrum.
He could never get the lever, but the critical place „to place this lever is Central Asia along with
the Caucasus region. This geo-economic significance of the region favors in tilting the
international strategic balance of power. This is the very perception of geopolitical power made
by Halford Mackinder He said,
“Who rules Eastern Europe commands the Heartland;
Who rules the Heartland commands the World-Island'
Who rules the World-Island commands the World”.
(Hee, 1998)
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Keeping in view the idea of Mackinder, Ahrari applied the term Geopolinomics status of 21st
century for world thirst over energy reserves and redefined the theory by saying, "Whoever
controlled

Central

Asia

would

wield

enormous

power

of

the

world."

(Ahrari, 2003, 159).
Keeping Ahrari views, it can be said that one of the major factors of disablement of the region is
massive capped energy resources (Smith, 1998). Analyst viewed that the „21st century will
witness the reappearance of Central Asia as a separate geopolitical strong region. (Belokrenitsky,
58, 1998) The natural resources if exploited fully have great potential to turn not only the Central
Asia but also the neighboring region.

The discovery of energy reserves in the region added

exigency to the need to solve the main problem of legal status of the sea and analogous mining
rights. It is clear that the region might become a source of fuel second only to the „Gulf in
significance to the world economy. The possible routes for oil and gas supply have become
subject of geopolitical struggle. (Volgina, Gafarly, 272, 2001) Pakistan is located on the rim of a
land mass and forms the part of the shatter belt which stretches from the Bosporus to the
Karakoram. Pakistan through its south-north locational position is both a Central Asian and a
South Asian state which shared same cultural and historical relations. The long historical linkage
between the people of Pakistan and Central Asia resulted in significant cross-border ethnocultural and religious links between them. Moreover, ancient economic links and trade routes
tied them in sturdy bonds.

1.2

Significance for Pakistan

The southern boundary of Central Asia is marked by an almost unbroken chain of mountain
ranges, nearly four thousand miles long, which run from China to the Black Sea and which
restrict access in „South-East Asia, subcontinent and Middle East (Hambly, 1969), yet the
southern caravan trade route through these mountains played a key role in ancient history of
civilizations. The south-east chain of mountains (Karakoram, Hindukush) was the major
hindrance to link with Southern border areas, yet, Karakoram Pass, on the border with China
provided a significant historical link. In ancient times, Karakoram pass was also significant
branch of famous Silk Road for trade and commerce which connected Xinjiang (China) and
some areas of Asia with Europe. The southern branch of old Silk Route from Kashgar rounded
the Pamir and Hindukush Mountains from the south and through the Mintaka pass came out into
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the Indus valley, further to Afghanistan and Persia it played a vital role in bringing different
civilizations on trading terms (mainly Central Asia and Pakistan territory and China).
The old Silk Route that enthralled Central Asia as a gravitational centre in the field of trade and
commerce for centuries also played a focal role in bonding the people of Pakistan and Central
Asia in a tied strong relation of culture, religion, trade and ethnic brotherhood. The Silk Route
that connected China with Europe through South and Central Asia in the 2 nd century B.C to 16th
century BC, (Morozove, 1996) was at the height of significance in the 1 st millennium it gave
birth to many civilizations, many kingdoms and religious centres were also formed along that
route because of transportation and cultural exchange on the famous old Silk Road.
There is a long history of continuous flow of peoples and ideas between South and Central Asia.
The history of the Sub-continent and Central Asia is very rich and ancient, going from antique
time to the Mughal Empire. The history of Pakistan, in fact encompasses the history of the
region. The land of Pakistan was ruled in various historical periods as Soan, Indus valley culture,
Achaemenid, Mauya, Greco Bactrian, Gandhara civilization, Kushan Empire, Sassanid Empire.
Mughal Empire illustrates historical connection between Central and South Asia (now the areas
of Pakistan). The history shows a long list of invaders who came from Central Asia and ruled in
the Subcontinent. Baber, the founder of Mughal Empire came in Sub-continent from Central
Asia (Ferghana). In his biography; Tuzk-e-Babri he has explained the significance and fantasy of
Central Asia.
Pakistan‟s inimitable location ascertains it as a great divide as well as a link between central and
south Asia. In fact, the historical interaction and activities between Central Asia and South Asian
people created closer relation between the people of Pakistan and those of Central Asia in the
field of culture, language, literature, food, dress, furniture and folklore. The creation of sovereign
and perturbed nations in Central Asia significantly influenced the geopolitics of South Asia,
(Pakistan) mainly because of significant cross-border ethno-cultural and religious links between
Pakistan and Central Asia. Moreover, ancient „Silk Route developed strong bonds in developing
economic historical, cultural and trade ties with southern boundary.
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1.3

The mystery of Central Asian ‘name and boundaries

Central Asia is a vast landlocked region of Asia. The interior or landlocked region of Asia ,called
Central Asia, „a name due to its specific location and cultural identification
identified many areas in the region, yet no one definition

was used and

with specifying areas is generally

accepted. The region‟s „bug bear (Dani, 1996,9) „stayed behind caged‟ in the traumatic tales of
the west. Thomas Stevens called it a‟ mysterious region‟ (Taylor, 1892, 13) because of its
„interior geographical location. Despite the ambiguity in defining boundaries, Central Asia does
have some main characteristics. For one, historically, it has been strongly connected to its
nomadic peoples and the „Silk Road which played its role as crossroads for the movement of
people, goods, and culture between Europe, Middle East, South and East Asia. Gunder Frank
firmly asserted that; “We should hasten to get rid of the popular image of Central Asia as the
home of barbarian nomads. Central Asia was also home to many highly civilized and urbanized
people” (Dani,1996,39).
The term „‟Central Asia is believed to indicate the „Tarim Basin, with neighboring regions such
as the Oxus region and „Badakshan. (Puri, 1987) it is also named as, “The Caspian Caucasus
region of Central Asia”. (Shehzad, 2007). The region was depicted by various names throughout
the history1 . When the region went under the control of Turks, it was influenced and then entitled
Turkistan. (Jalalzai, 1993) The famous traveler and writer, Abn-e-Battuta, used the word
„Turkistan‟, for Central Asia.(Johnson.2007). Many text books refer to this area as „Turkistan,
„yet mainly used prior to Stalin's rule.
In Russian language, the region is called “Shredhe Asia, (Dani, 1993, 9) in narrow sense,
“Tsentrallnaya Asia

2

„barring Kazakhstan.3 (Atabaki, 1998, 44) Central Asia was viewed as

„part of the dual Eurasian continent by Russian geographer. (Hayat, 1993) Yet, the Soviet period
used the term, „Middle Asia‟, (Dickensm,1988, Capisani ,2000), a different name, translated and
used in Russian Oriental studies and Soviet geographic science, also reflecting Moscow‟s
strategic and geopolitical perspective‟.( Hayat,1993)

1.4

Geographical borders of Central Asia

The term physical geography describes Central Asia as the central portion of Asia, furthest away
from the world oceans, in the center of the greatest landmass on the earth. In geographical sense,
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the term correctly,‟Asia-i-Miana‟, (Ali, 1995) illustrates the region, in the heart of Asian
continent. (Taylor, 2006, 13) The term was coined during the 1 st part of 19th century, became
popular in 1830s, used by J. Arrow smith in the title of the map made to accompany the travels
of Alexander Burnes.(Yapp,1994)

In 1843, Alexander Von Humboldt, (Geographer) presented

the region as a unique region of the world with diverse regional characteristics.4 (Masson, 1992,
1)
Ferdinand Richthofen, a „German geographer in his work “China” divided Central Asia in to two
types of natural regions, „central and peripheral Asia‟; by Central Asia he meant „all the region
of Inner Asia. The boundaries he defined the Altai Mt in the north, Tibet in the south, the Pamirs
in the west and the Khingan range in the east. (Dani,478) 1999) In the last quarter of 19 th
century, lvan Mushketov in his book “Turkistan” acknowledged Richthofen term „Central Asia
due to geological origin and natural features. Mushketov divided the Asian continent into two
parts; peripheral (outlying) and Inner or middle (Central Asia) meant Asian all the landlocked
region of mainland, differed on geographical limits of Inner Asia. The inner portion of Asia is, at
present divided into three parts: a Soviet one, a Chinese one and Mongolia. The Soviet part of
Central Asia was called „Turan‟ now referred to as Russian or Western Turkmenistan. (Puri, 4)
In political structure, the modern states of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan Afghanistan and Xingjian (Chinese province) are included in Central Asia. (Anwar,
1999) The notion or‟ epithet „Central Asia is not an aboriginal term, enforced on the region in
19th century (Europeans) to develop a territorial individuality for this alluring‟ stretch of land.
(Anwar) The European adopted the term “Central Asia” in the 19th century. (Dr Noor-ul-Haq)

1.5

The Defined Geopolitics of Central Asian Notion

The18th and 19th century highlighted on the concept of Central Asia ,the region having distinct
geopolitics and comprising the vast area of Iran ,Afghanistan ,Chinese province of Xinjiang and
present Soviet Central Asian republics of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan. (Azmat, 1991) and ex Soviet Socialist republics of

Central Asia

that are now

independent states of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
(Azmat, 1991). In the 19th century, the region bordered on the “west by the Caspian; on the
south-west by Khorassan, a Persian province; on the south by Afghanistan, Kashmir, and Little
Tibet; on the east by the Chinese Empire; and on the north-west by the Ural River, was
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demarcated as Central Asia” (Hutton, 1875, 2). It was not hitherto the 20th century that the term
Central Asia and Kazakhstan was coined politically; it still is often restricted to former Soviet
Republics. Yet in cultural perception, Central Asia often includes wide territorial range, includes
Afghanistan, Xinjiang (China), and the Northwest Territories of Pakistan. (Encyclopedia of
Russian History) In geopolitical terms, the land spreading from the Caucasus Mountains and the
Black Sea in the west, on to China in the east, Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan in the south is
marked as the hinter land of Soviet Union and was identified as macro region of the old world.
(Dani, 1999) The areas, often included as part of the region „Central Asia‟ are, Mongolia,
Afghanistan, northern areas of Pakistan, north-eastern part of Iran, north-western part of India,
and western parts of China and Inner Mongolia, and southern

areas of Siberia, due to their

nearness to the region in the past. After the disintegration of USSR, the notion, „Modern Central
Asia is applied for five Central Asian Republics i.e. Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan (Shaheen, 2011) while the region called, “Caucasus” signifies
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. (2005, 87).
Soon after gaining the status of independent state, the clergy of the five former Soviet Central
Asian Republics in a meeting in Tashkent in 1992, affirmed to include Kazakhstan as part of
Central Asia. Since then, this has become the most common definition of Central Asia. (Khan,
2006) Frederick used the term “Central Eurasia, (Marine, 2001) an effort to avoid the limited
geographical definition of Central Asian region proposed by the USSR. The name Central Asia
includes Afghanistan, Chinese western province of Xinjiang, and five Central Asian republics
known as CARs, Iranian province of Khorassan, the northern Pakistan, Mongolia, Russian parts,
(Tatarstan) and some areas of northern India from Rajasthan to Agra. (UNESCO 5 ) This whole
area was indeed Greater Central Asia , located in the centre of the world under thousand years of
historical, political, economic and cultural linkages with many civilizations. (Starr, 2005)
Though he region has been called by different notions in the past and it was not until the
twentieth century that the term "Central Asia and Kazakhstan" was used politically, it still is
often

limited

to

the

former

Soviet

republics

of Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan,

Tajikistan,

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. (Britannica) In order to avoid an ambiguity in this research, the
notion “Central Asia is applied to the region occupied by all the five republics of Central Asia. In
this research, Central Asia means „Central Asian Republics (CARs) or Common Wealth of
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Independent States (CIS) that gained independence after the disintegration of USSR in 1991 and
formed Common Wealth of Independent States. (CIS), yet their cultural bonds would be
highlighted with neighboring countries to develop a regional platform.

1.6

Review of Literature

The vast strategic region of Central Asia, situated in the heart of one of the most dynamic regions
in the world is though sparsely populated but has been known for holding sizeable energy
resources. The dismemberment of Soviet Union created an entirely new situation with
independence of Central Asian states. In modern era, for the first time, the neighboring countries
from the Oxus to the Indus have the opportunity to regain the old natural way of communication
not only for re-establishing their historical, cultural and economic links but also giving access to
one another for trade and commerce by the nearest sea routes from Central Asia to the Arabian
Sea. These states have now the ideal chance to open their markets for world goods and send their
own products outside via sea ports.
Pakistan‟s geostrategic location is of great significance for Central Asia. The landlocked Central
Asian can utilize Pakistani ports for trade. The future of regional economic potential and support
depends on strengthening ties between Pakistan and Central Asia. Pakistan cannot ignore the
region, because this „energy rich region and stable Afghanistan is in the interests of Pakistan. In
geographical and historical sense, the most logical route for Central Asia to link with seas is
through Afghanistan and then Pakistan to the Arabian Sea. A considerable part of the ancient
Silk Route move across this route.

Pakistan, which is extremely poor in energy resources and

engulfed in economic crisis, can benefit enormously through bilateral interaction in trade and
communication with Central Asia. It can play a pivotal role in the region as a gateway to the
world through developing mechanized network of communication.
The Wakhan corridor can be developed as a great international entreport as it was in the past and
an emporium for world goods with cooperation and collaboration of Tajiks, Afghans and
Pakistan. The warm waters of Arabian Sea are the one for which Russia longed and fought. The
getaway of Pakistan is now open to break the isolation of Central Asia.
There is an ample material available to study the geoeconomic significance of Central Asia.
Most of it is from primary sources like newspapers and research journals and secondary sources
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like books are also available in abundance, written by foreign and indigenous authors. Some key
journals, that were very useful to guide in this research i.e. Central Asia Caucasus Journal,
Journal of Foreign Affairs, Journal of Strategic Studies and Journal of Central Asia ,also
provided

massive volume of knowledge

scholars provides rich insight into

on Central Asia. The contribution by all eminent

the processes of economic developments,

regional

cooperation, building of bilateral and multi rich historical, cultural and trade linkages between
Pakistan and Central Asia.
Central Asian region is, entitled „Turkistan, „the motherland of Turkic people; an Iranian name in
origin which dates back to 7th century. A.S.Khawaja in his article “Pakistan and the New Great
Game” is of the view that the region comprises of five independent states and the energy-rich
lake, the Caspian Sea, vast energy potential and its geo-strategic location has grabbed the world
attention. Central Asia with 92 million people has potential to become an economic hub of the
world and attractive destination for investment and trade with abundant energy resources.
Pakistan„s pivotal location, key value of Gwader port, (providing shortest access to CARs) its
historical, cultural, trade and cultural bonds in the past, the KKH, revival of the old Silk Route
and many more other key factors are concerned in magnifying its importance for Central Asia.
India does not want to see the „prosperous Pakistan‟s entry in Central Asia, so the major
hindrance has been created by India.
Miss Ambrish Dhaka (2004) while viewing

the „trans-Afghan pipeline and transit routes for

landlocked CARs to access the Indian Ocean, claimed that political stability in Afghanistan and
Pak-India relations might be the limitation in progress. It is the need of hour that progress in PakIndia relations that will bring economic development not only in Indo-Pak but in South and
Central Asia. Ahmed Rashid, (2012) a Pakistani-based expert on Central Asia also quoted
Mussaraf‟s interest in Central Asian states and stressed that Pakistan should involve in the region
to counterbalance the Indian influence in Central Asia.
There are different schools of thoughts; one school of thought has given emphasis to develop old
cultural, historical, religious ties with Central Asia under the umbrella of economic progress. The
second group has focused their attention on transport network as the key factor in establishing
trade bonds. Some have broad vision on strong regional forum or network.
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Dan Burghart Theresa Sabonis-Helf (Helf, 2004) highlighted the historical perspective of Great
Silk Road for trade, a region where Western and Eastern beliefs met and mingled, often resulted
in remarkable and unique hybrids of thought and culture.
Rafis Abazov (2008) opines that the Arabs or Islam play decisive role in the development of
Central Asian region whose economies were decisively associated to the economy of the Muslim
caliphate as commercial relations and trade developed extensively. He stresses on development
of transit routes, to revive Great Silk Road and to integrate economic bonds. Although he
highlightes on geopolitics of economic and trade links, yet the Muslim cultural identification
which recognized the region in east and west has been ignored by him. Jalalzai (1992) is an
expert on the subject of Central Asia. His research also projected old and new links among
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia. Brig Dr. Noor ul Haq, (1993) centered his focus on
geographical, historical and cultural affinity, which can bring the states of Central Asia and
Pakistan in close economic, social and cultural bonds by means of latest transport network that
will be helpful for them in becoming strong militarily.
Shahnaz Akhtar (2003) connoted „one focal point that pivotal position of Muslim world can
develop economic ties among them. She focused on the role of Pakistan in the promotion of
economic cooperation with Central Asia by that imperative aspect that Central Asia region has
close cultural and economic ties with sub-continent.
Shabbir Ahmad (2009) depicted that areas of Pakistan and Central Asia had close economic and
cultural links in the past that were entrenched in Mughal period in the Subcontinent. Central
Asian landlocked countries can utilize Pakistan„s seaports, the shortest and most logical route.
While illustrating the basis for Pakistan‟s policy formulation during the early post Soviet period,
he mainly focused on shared cultural and religious ties with geographic proximity attached with
Muslim bloc. Yet economic model for regional bloc was not developed, not identified the
regional links.
Irum Shaheen (2011) pointed out Pakistan‟s geostrategic locationsaying it is the area of the
future and at the cross roads of Central Asia, South Asia and West Asia. Central Asia almost
touches Pakistan through the Afghan territory of Wakhan which has highlighted its importance
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not only for the region but also for other regional and global powers. The future of regional
economic potential and support depends on strengthening ties between Pakistan and Central
Asia. Pakistan cannot ignore Central Asia, because this energy rich region and stable
Afghanistan is in the interests of Pakistan. Although she identified Pakistan‟s pivotal position to
link with these states through China, yet she ignored the fact Pakistan can play vital role in intraregional integration and trade providing shortest access through Gwader.
Asma Shakir and Haq (2011) applied the same strategy and said the “old shared relations
between the people of Central Asia and Pakistan can be rejuvenated by providing convenient,
affordable and accessible transport network for the people belong to every walk of life”, While
Kazi analyzed the most suitable and modern rail and road network having comparatively short
distances between Pakistan and Central Asia. He also expand this network to Afghanistan.
Farhat Asif (2011) emphasized on geoeconomic links between Pakistan and Central Asian states.
She said that Pakistan‟s relations with Central Asia have largely been economic rather than
political or strategic. Although Pakistan and Central Asia have close cultural and religious ties,
yet Islamabad wants to develop close political and economic ties with them. He claimed that all
economic and transportation benefits could be fruitful when Afghanistan‟s situation would
adequately be stable and secure. Thus the mandatory object is security and peace in Afghanistan.
Though she talked about cultural ties between them and aimed at political instability, yet ignored
the Iranian cultural link with Pakistan and CARs.
Dr S. Sohail H. Naqvi (2012) said that “Pakistan relations with Central Asia are rooted on the
basis of geographical location, its proximity to Central Asia, shared history, traditions, religion
and cultural values; consequently they can develop mutual cooperation in the areas of research,
information technology and scientific co-operation, which would be deeply useful for the socioeconomic progress of the region”. He stressed on mutual economic cooperation by saying that
Central Asia‟s economies and Pakistan are complementary to each other, both can co-operate in
several fields, mainly, in war against terrorism, “to combat religious extremism and drug
trafficking and prospective transit trade”.
The end of the Cold War renewed attention on regionalism and reviewed of the role of regional
organizations in promoting regional trade, peace and security. Keeping this in view, from 1990
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to 2000, main emphasis was given upon regional links and efforts were made under the shadow
of ECO or other economic regional organizations. None of the past paradigm of „any regional
forum, alignment, (“bilatateralism”), non-alignment has played, significant role in Pakistan‟s
security and economic prosperity. Thus, Pakistan must therefore, look for a „new regional as well
as international role commensurate with its strategic location. In order to obtain situation of ideas
of strategic consensus and economic alliances, a strong regional forum is the need of hour for
Pakistan‟s geoeconomic prosperity and security of the region. Pakistan wants to develop
positive, daring and most constructive bonds with Central Asia. Pakistan should develop a
constructive forum, (Iran, Afghanistan, Turkey and Central Asia) with its key role as a gateway
and shortest outlet providing to Central Asian states by its ports to the outer world. Pakistan‟s
access to the Arabian Sea and the Gulf will be a powerful and diplomatic resource. The very
veins and arteries of Central Asia, including Xinjiang, Afghanistan and Kashmir flow to and
through Pakistan. China can play the main role. This is the „progressive enlightened approach
shared by „Tehmina (1992) in her article “Pakistan‟s role in Central Asia”. Although her
pragmatic approach through regional forum can be perused with clear-cut objectives of ensuring
joint venture for trade, collective interests, security, peace and prosperity of the region. Yet, a
strong, influential power adjacent to these regional countries, can play substantial role in
establishing and maintaining all these activities. China as emerging regional power of Asia with
its close proximity cannot be ignored. Including China in this regional form, not only can revive
old cultural and economic bonds with all neighboring countries, but can play vital role like EU.
China as strategic partner, linking Pakistan and Central Asia through KKH cannot be ignored.
Shahnaz Akhtar (2003) also describes the OIC manifesto, this was the utmost action to route the
mobilization and revitalization of their natural resources of member states, and to ensure the
economic and social welfare of the people.
Ferdinand„s (1994) focal point in his research is mainly concentrates on regional geopolitics,
emphasizing on economic development of the region that depends on regional links. Syed &
Siddique (1994) stresse on „regional historical partners (Turkey, Pakistan Middle East and
Central Asia) who can definitely emerge into one of the most powerful economic centers in the
world. Ghufran (1995) is of the view that Pakistan‟s common cultural heritage and geographical
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proximity can provide cultural and economic incentives to the landlocked Central Asia through
the sea. Riazul Islam (1999), says that Pakistan‟s should develop progressive relations with
Central Asia on the basis of geoeconomic perspective, through ECO forum. The creation of
Central Asian states have highlighted the economic prospects for Pakistan. Iran and Turkey,
which has close cultural, ethnic and religious bonds.
Rashid Ahmed Khan (2012) an eminent scholar did a lot of research on Central Asian has also
focused on bilateral relationship between Pakistan and Russia. He has forced that this connection
is not only in the benefit of both countries yet, it will also provide peace, security and regional
integration in South and Central Asia, the world‟s important regions. He says that prosperity of
the region depends on South and Central Asian regional bloc.
The protective structure of any region corresponds to a transport network for all its economic
interactions. Mechanized transport infrastructure play a dominant role in economic progress of a
country, the same is true about Pakistan. S. Frederick Starr (2005) conceptualize the „Greater
Central Asia Partnership, (GCAP) the 1 st attempt by US to develop a regional strategy to
assimilate Central Asian trade cross-continental via established trade routes through creating rail
and road infrastructure. Starr derived this concept from Mackinder‟s „heartland theory‟ taht
portrayed „modern Central Asia‟ and its neighbors as the nucleus of rivalry among world powers.
The regional plan was to promote geographic, political and economic links in Central and South
Asia and nearby areas and provide an active mechanism for economic links for regional crosscontinental trade. The main center of attention for the plan was re-linking Central Asia with the
world economy through established Southwest Asian transit trade routes via Afghanistan and
through the Karakorum Mountains range. He discusses the role of Indus valley that interceded
and shaped intercultural and international relationships between Central and South Asia. The
proposed regional modal is based on regional geographic proximity, suitable for US economic
model, not for Pakistan and Central Asian states.
Meena S.Roy (2006) „laid the basis of her article on „Mussaraf „s wording in which he stressed
on geo economic mutual bonds between Pakistan and Central Asia by developing intra-regional
and inter-regional trade and transit routes. She said that Central Asia could never ignore Pakistan
due to its geostrategic location, thus its geoeconomic links underneath its strategic location.
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Mohammad Yahya Effendi, (1996) thinks that the Sub-continent will always be a center of
attraction for Central Asian states. The massive reservoirs of natural resources have potential of
becoming industrial and economic powers. These states need markets and the sub-continent
(Pakistan) provides the nearest and most convenient opportunity. Pakistan must realize this
situation. He is of the view that new commercial routes both road and rail network will have to
be opened for CARs. Though he has highlighted on transit trade links among both areas yet, he
has ignored the strong cultural and religious bonds, integrating geoeconomic links which can
provide prosperity for the region.
Asma Khwaja (2003) has illustrated the geostrategic significance of Central Asia, pondering
extraordinary emphasis on economic potential gained by transit routes and immense energy
reserves. Keeping in her mind about regional and global power‟s scuffle to get foothold in the
region, she showed Pakistan‟s interest to gain goeconomic benefits from the region. Pakistan not
only can promote cheaper imports from the region but can also achieve benefit from transit fees
by offering entrée through the Karakoram Highway, KKH to its neighbour industrial pillars:
India and China. The historical significance of resource rich region has provided hope that
Pakistan can play central place in the „new Great Game‟ by offering the shortest route for Central
Asia via Gwadar (Arabian Sea).
Maqsodul Hassan Nuri (2004) viewes different prospects of cooperation between Pakistan and
Central Asia. He said that the “past character of Central Asia black hole, now has burst upon
the international scene in the form of Great Game over energy reserves and pipeline politics,
which needs outlets to link with outside world and reduce dependence upon Russia. The main
access through Afghan corridor can provide Pakistan‟s physical shortest access to Central Asia,
an ultimate key of connecting South and Central Asian prosperity. No doubt, it is a shortest
route, yet Afghanistan chaos condition is the major barrier to achieve this goal”. Ms Rauf‟s
(2006) viewpoints on Gwader port clearly declare it the future trade corridor between Pakistan
and Central Asia, yet she stressed on mechanized transport network that could compete the
challenges of „energy supply routes of 21 st century. Pakistan‟s pivotal location at the junction of
three strategic regions, South, Central and West Asia, also makes available shortest access to the
Central Asia landlocked countries. This has made it significant not only for the region but for the
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whole world. The only way to receive fruits of future prosperity in Pakistan depends upon latest
communication network in Baluchistan and adjacent areas”. (Anwar, 2011)
Brigadier Iftikhar Arshad Khan

(2001) explicates the great significance of Central Asia for

Pakistan because of its geostrategic location, economic vitality and potential in the form of
hydrocarbon reserves. The rapid flow of economic activity in the future however depends upon
the communication network of the region as well as its neighbors.

He observes it as hub of

energy trade by saying, “Who ever control the Central Asian energy will determine the future
destiny of the region. Or whoever controls the region will rule over the world.”
In short, the ancient historical and cultural bonds between Pakistan and Central Asia cannot be
ignored. Although alternative opportunities available to Central Asia in respect of economic and
trade links may obstruct Pakistan‟s influence in the region yet, Pakistan is the only country
which can provide them outlet to the outer world by providing shortest sea routes from Gwader
and Karachi.

1.7 Research Questions
The following research questions are agenda of this proposed study.


Can Central Asian States play significant geo economic role in international scenario?



What are Pakistan‟s geo economic interests in Central Asia?



Is Pakistan going to become the quickest and safest artery for trade between the outside
world and CARs. In the 21st Century?



Have Power resources available in the region potential to transform this area into an
economic power house?



1.8

What are the Future prospects and implications for Pakistan?

Objectives of the Study

The objective of the study is to search the various aspects and areas of relations between Pakistan
and Central Asian states which include particularly economic bonds. It, on one side, will gather
relevant material and on the other side, will try to create a platform for economic cooperation in
both areas.
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The landlocked Central Asia needs to develop trade and economic cooperation with neighboring
countries. Pakistan, though not connected with Central Asia, yet can play key role in providing
access to their ports through KKH, the China, Afghanistan and Iran. The main emphasis of
investigation is to concentrate on trade, communication and economic ties between Pakistan and
Central Asia. The attempt of this research is confined to study and highlight the importance of
Central Asia linkage and to find out venues of economic cooperation and practical means of
fulfillment, such as finding out feasible routes for successful perennial linkage. The aim of the
research is to achieve the following objectives.


To illustrate geo-economics role of Central Asian states in world scenario



To explore the areas of cooperation between Pakistan and Central Asia.



To enhance at the role of Pakistan in establishing its role as a bridge between South and
Central Asia.



To trace the roots of cultural heritage and historical trade links in the past.



Place of Central Asia in Pakistan's foreign policy.



Economic ties between Pakistan and Central Asia with emphasis on oil routes, trade
routes.

1.9 Research Methodology
In the present research mainly the Qualitative Research Methodology has been used where in
Pakistan‟s Geo-economic interests in Central Asia and the future prospects and implications have
been in descriptive in an analytical way of writing. Moreover „Historical Comperative
Techniques‟ that focuses on socio-cultural and religious relations of Central Asian States and
Pakistan and their future prospects research. Howevere, to describe numerious mineral resources
found in CAS need to be explain in figures, therefore they have been described in figures
untalising the Qualitative Research Methodology where needed.
This dissertation has used primary as well as secondary sources to ascertain Pakistan‟s
geoeconomic links with Central Asia, pertinent to the title of research. Finally original
documents like official papers would provide an insight into Pakistan -Central Asian economic
ties. For historical studies, material obtained from Archives, newspapers and journals.
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1.10 Research Procedure: Chapters Description
Economy is the backbone of a nation .A strong economy strengthens every aspect of a state. In
this age of globalization, economic infrastructure has become crucial with regards to a country‟s
standing in world politics. In the proposed study, an attempt has been made to show Pakistan‟s
geo-economic interests in Central Asia. Besides detailed introduction, which helps providing
proper understanding of the study, this research work has been divided into six chapters
including Introduction and Conclusion. The study is divided in to six Chapters which could be
considerably more expanded, but this has been kept to its present size partly for reasons of vast
research topic and partly by focusing attention and restricting myself to the geo-economic
aspects to explore different venues such as Energy reserves, Transit trade Corridor, Gwader port
and Energy corridor.
Chapter 1: This chapter briefly describes the introduction and significance of the relevant topic.
In this connection, a brief prologue has been made to illustrate the geoeconomic value of Central
Asia for Pakistan. In this chapter the narration of the research title has been made to make it
comprehensible in deciphering the opted terms of „geoeconomic that defines the overall
subjective scope of the research dissertation along with its historical bounding of the role of
Central Asia in the Subcontinent (Pakistan) Moreover, hypothesis, objectives and research
procedure has also been mentioned to perceive the relevant topic of this dissertation well.
Chapter-II This chapter throws light on the geographic perspective of Central Asia. Central
Asia is an extremely large region with varied geography, despite the fact; an attempt has been
made to briefly give a picture of the significant features of the region, determining the
geographic value of Central Asia. In this correlation, the country profile is also a part of this
chapter. The economic value of each state has been explained, on the basis of this, Pakistan can
evaluate its economic and trade links with these states.
Chapter-III- The landlocked region of Central Asia has become the area of interest for the
world powers in the 1990s, because of vast hydrocarbon reserves. This chapter highlights the
role of Central Asia in world politics‟ also covers the interest of global and regional players in
the region.
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Chapter-IV -This chapter illustrates in general the historical and cultural links between Pakistan
and Central Asia in ancient times. This chapter assists in illuminating and focusing towards the
old cultural and trade bonds which can be revived in 21 st century, would be helpful for economic
development of both regions. Thus, it also enhances the worth of Pakistan‟s role as a
continuation of their past connections. With the help of this chapter, future prospects will be
defined.
Chapter-V- This chapter portrays Pakistan‟s interest in Central Asia. This chapter unveils the
role of geoeconomic links as a major source to influence Pakistan. An effort has been made just
to elucidate the lost portion of history and revive these historical links.
Chapter-VI -This chapter represents the concluding analysis and substance of the whole time
debate of this dissertation. Indeed, there were strong cultural, political, commercial and religious
bonds between Pakistan and Central Asia, yet Soviet Union drew an „iron curtain around the
Muslim territories of Central Asia to cut them off from its bordering countries .The
dismemberment of Soviet Union opened the new areas for all Central Asian states. Pakistan as a
gateway to Central Asia made many attempts to revive old economic and cultural links with
them but many blockades were made from different dimensions. Though various dimensions
have been identified for economic links, yet an attempt has been made by conceptualizing the
regional cultural forum under the umbrella of economic activity.
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CHAPTER: 02

GEOGRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE OF CENTRAL ASIA
2.1

Introduction

Central Asia has been an important region throughout the history with cultural and geographic
everlasting and deep –rooted influence on every part of the world. The name in geographical
sense correctly locates its central position in the heart of the continent, having some areas at least
3000km away from the sea. (Akram, 2012) This geographic belt or sub-region of Asia shared the
legendry Silk Road moving from China to Istanbul and on to the Rome (McCauley, 2002: 20)
and was used as a key route for armies since centuries. (Zehra, 2012) In ancient Greeks period
from Alexander to the Mongols and Timurid during the medieval period, the geographic
importance of Central Asia cannot be ignored.

The 21st century has determined its geographic

significance by the priority of transport infrastructure for economic growth of the region.
Central Asia a vast, uneven „trapezoid region1, (Kort, 2004) situated in the heart of one of the
most dynamic regions of the world. In geographical term, the region lies between 30-55 N
latitude and 46-95 E longitude, divided into northern and southern zone, (Dani,1996,39) meets
with Iran, Afghanistan, and China in the south (touches Khyber pass in the south), its north
boundary meets Russia, (Ural Mt), Caspian Sea in the west and Gobi desert in the east, covers an
area of about 6.2sq km. (Anwar, 35, 1999) Geographically, it is also identified as Middle Asia or
Inner Asia, within the span of the broad Eurasian continent. (Bulag at http://japanfocus.org &
Encyclopedia of Britannica) Central Asia has been redefined according to the new geopolitical
conditions after independence in 1991. The region now comprises of the ex Soviet republics of
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan, with 53,612,000 people,
(Britannica2) in which total Muslim people are 60 million. Over 70% of this population is
Turkic, the rest are mostly Persian speaking Tajiks and others (Khan, 1992: 52). The region is a
semi-arid zone of the earth, in geological terms. It dates back to later formation of the earth
surface, when the water storage (in Sea) was done under the term „Tethys‟ Sea in Mesozoic
period. Central Asia at times represents Paleozoic order, but most of its rocks form the core, are
mostly mixed with Mesozoic to Tertiary and Neolithic strata.
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The region, with tremendously large and diverse geography, encompasses elevated mountains,
(Tian Shan), considerable deserts, (Kara Kum, Kyzyl Kun, Taklimakan) and particularly treeless,
grassy steppes, known as the Steppes.3 The highlands covers it from all sides, the Ural Mt in the
north, Hindukush in the south, Kunlun surrounds the eastern part and Kopat Dag in the west. In
the center of these mountains, lies the great mountain range of Tien Shan and Pamir Knot,
Known as „Pamir Knot or Bami Doonia‟. (Taylor, 13, 1892) In the13th-century, Italian traveler
Marco Polo crossed these mountains and named them the Roof of the World. (Kort, 7, Taylor,
20) The east-south periphery of the region is surrounded by large mountain ranges (Altai, Pamir,
Hindu-Kush, Kopet-Dag, etc) that obstruct communication links with China, Iran, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and India.
The Gobi desert commencing from the foot of the Pamirs, stretches to the „grand Khingan (Da
Hinggan) Mountains, 77° east to 116°–118° east. (Qi& Evered, 2007) The region‟s
physiographic landscape is wide spreading over the extensive grassy steppes of Kazakhstan in
the north and spreads to the Aral Sea drainage basin in the south. In geological terms, it dates
back to later development of the earth surface. In general, the land is divided into three major
geographic zones.
1. The snow caped mountain belt in south-east,
2. Desert land dotted with oasis in the south,
3. Semi-arid grass lands in the north.

2.2

Salient Features of Central Asia

The physical geography determines the economic character of a region. Therefore, a concise
view of significant features is given below.

2.3

Karakum and Kyzyl-Kum

Central Asian deserts mostly „sandy, covers the lowlands, expanding the Caspian‟s eastern coast
Sea to the piedmonts of „Tian –Shan and Altai with 250 million hectares, (Babaev, 5) covering
about 60 % of the area,( Britannica) among which the main deserts are „Karakum and KyzylKum. Kyzyl-Kum, with 115,000 sq Kms covers Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are the largest
deserts of Central Asia. (1978, 375)
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The Karakum desert comprises an area of 110,000 sq miles (300,000 Kms, Macmillan, 664) to
the west of Samarkand, covers large portion of Turkmenistan. (Wadia, 4)

The desert lays the

eastern side of Caspian Sea, the Aral Sea to the north and „Kyzyl Kum desert is situated in the
northeast,

(http://.www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/aricle-2202202/karakum-Desert)

the

Syr

Darya is at the top, the Amu Darya through the center and Murgab river flows near the bottom of
the desert. The name, „Karakum means „black sand in Turkic language, (www.wikipedia.com)
because it is covered with black sand, so named as „Karakum. The desert covers about 70% area
of Turkmenistan, stands 11th largest desert in the world. (http://www.eosnap.com/lakes/thekyzyk-kum -and- Karakum-deserts/)
The most part of Karakum is not suitable for agricultural activities, except with the margins of
the Amu Darya and Syr Darya river systems. To the Amu Darya„s northeast, in Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan, is located the Kyzyl-Kum, named due to red sands, encompasses 81,000 sq miles of
Kazakhstan. (Wadia, 4) Together these deserts make up the „Turan Lowland‟. The region‟s main
river, with 1,100 km long, (300,000kms, 690, Macmillan) the Syr Darya, marks the northern and
eastern limits of the Kyzyl-Kum.

2.4

Major Mountain Ranges in Central Asia

Central Asia is neighbor the world„s most lofty mountain system of the „Himalaya –Pamir Chain
with Everest, K-2, Rakaposhi and Communism peak place it at the roof of the world, (http:/
/www.ecoearth .org) in which the most „ancient and „highest of the planet are Pamirs-Altai and
Tien Shan mountain systems. More than 10% of
mountains.

(Report,

Central Asian region is covered with

4, http://www.unece.org) A specific characteristic of Central Asian

mountain system is its encircled position by a desert zone. The mountain kingdom which rules
the Central Asian region is.
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2.5

Pamir Mountains

Pamir is also called Bam-e-duniya or Roof of the world. (2012) In ancient Iranian literature, PaiMir means „foot of the goddess of sun, Mithra. (Khan, 1999, 40) Tajikistan lies towards its north
and west, Xinjiang is placed in the east and in the south are Islamic states of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, having connection via Wakhan corridor. The Pamir‟s roof, Tajikistan‟s highest
peak,‟Kohi Samani with 7495m is also the highest point in Central Asia, was highest in the
former USSR when it was known as „Kommunizma. (Clammer, 95, 2010) There are about 3000
glaciers extending over 8400 km area in which „Fedchenko valley glacier is the largest with 77
km length.

2.6

Hindu Kush Mountains

The name, „Hindu Kush‟ means, the „Hindu killer‟4 , (Iranica) though it provided the way for the
Central Asian invaders to India. Alexander the Great named Hindu Kush as Parapamisos or
Paropanisos. (Crindle, 38, 1969) It connects Central Asia with the Himalaya and Karakoram
Range in the south east, divided between South and Central Asia. This mountain range is spread
over a vast area with 600 km length and at least 300 km width, Sufed Koh, Siah Koh, Karakorum
and the Suleiman ranges connect it with the „sister chain in Pakistan.

2.7

Tien Shan Mountain

Tien Shan is a Chinese name, its factual translation is „Heavenly Mountains‟. (Khan, 42, 1999)
It predominately overshadows Kirghizia and Xinjiang with partial coverage of Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. This mountain is spread over one million sq km in eastern
hemisphere of Central Asia. The snowy covered peaks oh Tian Shan moves for about 3,000 km
from eastern Kyrgyzstan into China.
Glaciers cover an area of 10,200 km of the mountain, shape „82% of the Tian Shan total
glaciated area,( Singh,1253) in which the largest is „Inylchek, spreading over 59.5 km. The
highest peaks are a „central cluster of mountains, shape a knot, in which the main highest peak is
Pobeda Peak 7,439 m (24, 406 ft).(Britannica) Mountain Rivers shape the wide fertile valleys
which are used for farming. Main rivers amongst them are Narin, Tarim, lli, Chu, Talas, Koncha,
Zarfishan, (http://www.unece.org) Saridaz, provides fertile deltas and hydro powers in the low
lying areas.
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2.8

Kunlun Mountains

The Kunlun Mountains are entirely isolated from the influence of oceanic climate. In Chinese
language „Kun’ stands for ‘land’ while ‘Lun’ means „sharp edged hill‟. It is a mountain system
which connects Central Asia mountain system with South Asian Himalaya thus constitutes the
term, „High Asia‟. The Kunlun extends over an area of about 2700 Kms. Its glaciers cover total
area of 14,300kms ,in which the largest is „Kongur‟.Its river network is also situated near to the
Karakoram

and

Himalaya

system,Yarkand,Karakush,Yurang,Kash,Gez,Kara,Cherghen

and

Keriya constitute major water lines of Kunlun.( Britannica )

2.9

Kopet Dag

Kopet Dag is basically an Iranian mountain system, lies on the border between Turkmenistan
and Iran. In Turkmen, ‘Kopet’ means many and ‘Dag’ stands for mountain, referring to a chain
of mountains that dot the Iranian Turkmen border. It is placed to the north-east of Iran
constituting the Kurasan-Turkmen mountain line. It runs northwest-southeast around 650 Kms,
attaining highest width in the northwest (200km) and falling down to 40 km in the southeast. Its
highest peak is „Koh-e-Kuchan which lies in Iran with 10,446ft. (Britannica) Its famous river
lines are Atrek, Kashaf, Tejan and Chandur.

2.10

Ural Mountains

It is a lingo of the Kazak word, ailak means the summer grazing land. It is a Kazak mountain
turned Russia, attaining maximum height at Narodnaya, 6214 ft. Most of the rivers flow into the
Arctic Ocean, yet Volga, Kama, Emba and Ural Rivers fall into the Caspian Sea. Its eastern
region is rich in ore deposits.

2.11

Altai Mountains

Altai, the oldest of the region, is a common mountain of eastern Kazakhstan. Its dissected ranges
constitute important river lines for Ob, Irtish, Enessi and many more water outlets. Its highest
point is Belukha with 14783ft, lies in Siberia. It is also rich in mineral resources, as gold, iron
ores and many precious nonferrous metals. Its snow covered peaks and heavy rains in summer
provide outlet to many major rivers heading towards the Arctic, among them are Irtish and
Ishim, two major rivers. It is a fact that Central Asian mountains, once acted as barriers for trade,
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are now becoming economic hub, with developed infrastructure. (http://www.ucentralasi.org
accessed on 24th November 2013).

2.12

Major Water Bodies

Central Asia is considered as the cradle of civilizations, flourished along the banks of the rivers.
The key rivers of Central Asia are the Amu, the Syr, the Hari and Murgab Rivers. Main water
bodies are the Aral Sea and Lake Balkhash both are part of the vast west-central Asian endorheic
basin.5 That also includes the Caspian Sea, an inland sea situated on the extreme west.

2.13

Aral Sea

The local name of Aral is the Aral Tenghiz or Sea of Island, (Clammer, 101) or Oral in Uzbek
language. Covering an oval-shaped area that containing 66458 km6 is almost the size of Sri
Lanka.(Saeed,79,1995) The 2nd largest water body of the region and 4th largest inland water
body(lake) in the world is Aral Sea,(Macmillan Encyclopedia,1983,68) forms part of the Uzbek
republic on the northwest and that of Kazak in the southeast. It receives the water from Amu and
Syr Darya and has no outlets.
Geographically, the Aral Sea basin overlaps with almost the whole region of Central Asia. It is
situated in the centre of the Eurasia, away from the oceans with continental climate, covering the
whole terrain of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the major area of Turkmenistan and three provinces
of Kyrgyzstan, the southern Kazakhstan, northern Afghanistan and Iran. The land of the Aral Sea
Basin can be divided into two main zones:


The Turan Plain.



The Mountain Zone.

The northwest portion of the Aral Sea Basin is covered with the Kara Kum and Kyzyl Kum
deserts and Turan plain. The high mountains of the Tien Shan and Pamir ranges are placed in
eastern and south-eastern parts of Aral Sea basin. The residual part of the basin is formed by
different types of alluvial and inter-mountain valleys, dry and semi-dry steppe. In the second half
of the 20th century, the volume and area of the sea began to shrink, this change is primarily due
to the diversion (for purposes of irrigation) of the riverine water of the Syr Darya and Amu
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Darya which discharge into the Aral Sea and are its main sources of inflowing water.
(Britannica).

2.14

The Caspian Sea

The Caspian Sea is called either the world „biggest lake‟ or „largest inland Sea‟, for its size and
magnitude. (Clammer, 95,) Important Rivers which drain into the Caspian Sea are Volga, Emba,
Ural and Terek from the north. The Iranian rivers falls into the water body are, Gorgan, Aras and
Safed. It is estimated that it possess one of the largest oil and gas deposits. Other glacially fed
lakes dot the mountains, comprises, Song-Kol in Kyrgyzstan and eye-catching Kara-kul in
Tajikistan, first described by Marco Polo. (Clammer, 96)
Though, geography plays key role in establishing trade, yet geographical isolation, in extreme
centre of Asia is a major hindrance in developing potentials from Central Asia. All states are
endured with substantial natural resources, but are unequally distributed. The three large states of
flat land, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan possess huge resources, while Kyrgyzstan
and

Tajikistan,

the poor mountainous are more isolated,

being far from the major

transcontinental routes (Capisani, 2000).

2.15

Amu Darya

The region‟s two „mightiest rivers are Amu and Syr Darya (Clammer, 96)‟.The Greeks writers
called it „Oxus‟ and the Arabs gave it the name,‟Sehun‟. The area towards its northwest bank
was called „Mawara-un-Nehr‟ or „Trans-Oxiana‟.The Amu Darya (Chinese name) is Afghan
Origin River, rises from Pamir at Lake Zarkul at the height of 4000 metres, having the total
length of 4350 Kms.(46,Macmillan)
It is located in eastern part of Central Asia, with at least 2590 km long, (Delany,
http://hercules.gcsu..) flowing from snow capped Pamir‟s peaks in northwest direction along the
border of Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan passing the Kara Kum desert in
east Turkmenistan to a large delta on the Aral Sea in NW Uzbekistan. (Anwar, 1999: 39, 45,)
The irrigation system of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan depends upon Amu Darya.
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2.16

Syr Darya

The longest river of Central Asia is Syr or, Jaxartes(ancient name) having about 2900 Kms
length.(Macmillan Encyclopedia,1179) The Syr or Seer Darya whose ancient Greek name is
Jaxartes,

(http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/syr_Darya) issuing from the Tien Shen slopes in

Kirghizia passing Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan falls in the Aral Sea like Amu. The Syr
Darya is created in Fergana valley (eastern Uzbekistan) by the convergence of the „Narya and
Kara Darya. Another major river is the Zeravshan which descends from the Pamirs in Uzbekistan
and runs between the Syr and Amu Darya, toward the Amu Darya but then disappears into the
sands of the Garagum desert.
The Central Asian arid landscape is dotted by many oases. The region‟s major oases were central
to the life and settlement of the region. Mary, once called Merv is located on oases along the
course of the Murgap River in southern Turkmenistan. Tashkent, the big city also began as an
oasis settlement on a tributary of the Syr Darya. Other famous oasis cities such as Samarkand
and Bukhara were trading centers along the Silk Road and later became important cultural
centers.

2.17

Country Profile

Before approaching the country profile of Central Asia, we must consider a „central factor in
development of Central Asian geography, as the region is the border between two spheres so it
was earlier a boundary between the two great worlds of pre-modern history, the settled
civilization and pastoral nomads. (Manz, 4, 1998) The modern Central Asia comprises of five
independent states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.

2.18

Kazakhstan

The republic of Kazakhstan became independent after the disintegration of USSR in
1991.Kazakhstan, having weird geographic feature of landlocked and transcontinental status,
with unique place in the centre of the Eurasian continent, aspires to play an exclusive role of
pivotal republic, (Shaumian, 1998, 62) with immense natural resources as well as developed
industry and agriculture. Kazakhstan is the name not only of a new sovereign state in Central
Asia but also the name of vast territory connecting two continents into a single Eurasian
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continent. (Dani, 1996, 129) Its regional significance was improved by the fact that the country
has the largest area in the region, the ninth largest in the world and the second most populous in
Central Asia with 15.3 million people. (2007, CIA) In the Old Russian works, the Kazakhs are
referred to as Kirgiz from the name of Kirghiz people who earlier lived on the Yenese River.
(Dani, 1996, 146)
For seven decades, the region was known to consist of two main units, one was Kazakhstan and
other was rest of Central Asian states, in the Soviet Union. To be precise, these states were never
called Central Asian in Russian terminology; they were called „Middle Asia or „Sredynaya
Aziya, (Dani, 9, 1993 & Hayat, 1999, 87) in narrow sense, Tsentrallnaya Asia7 , barring
Kazakhstan. (Atabaki, 44, 1998) In 1917, the Soviet excluded Kazakhstan from Muslim Central
Asia and preferred to give it a non-Asian character and linked it closely to Russia and Siberia.
The tradition of detaching Kazakhstan from the other Central Asian unit dates back to the
beginning of the 1920s when Soviet Union created this autonomous national republic within the
Russian Federation, the republic gained the name of SSR in 1925. It was reconstituted as
Kazak‟s SSR on December 5, 1936. (Belokrenitsky, 1998, 44) Today, however, the Kazakhs
themselves and the world at large believe they are very much part of the Central Asian region.
Kazakhstan, the oil rich and the largest of the new CARs was the last one who proclaimed „itself
as independent state on 16th December, 1991 and lifted itself as most powerful atomic power in
the region. (Vassiliev, 2001, 32) As the heartland of the Soviet Union, Kazakhstan was the home
to the Soviet‟s space programme and hosted much of the nation‟s nuclear arsenal. (Central Asia
Journal, 1994).
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2.19

Geographic Location

The Kazak republic, covering the massive landmass of about 2717300 sq Kms (1064980 sq
miles) ( Jalalzai, 1993: 164, Anwar, 1997: 181, & Dani, 1996: 19) with more than 17 million
people, (Dani,129,1996), ranks the „ninth largest in the world, slightly smaller than India (about
four times the size of Texas) with holding major natural resources. (Anwar, 1993) „Alma Ata,
the capital of Kazakhstan is an industrial and cultural centre and was founded in 1854 as a
Russian capital, „fort and trade „centre (Mifflin Atlas, 1978: 22).
It has common borders with six friendly states, Kirgizstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan in the
south, China to the east, Russia, and Mongolia, sharing about „15 thousand Kms length of
borders. Kazakh is the only one of five states in the CARs who shares 7000 Kms long border
with Russia, in the north and north-east, having no significant „physical barriers (Capisani, 2000:
15). This strong geographic and demographic links has given birth to show deep loyalty with
Russia. Thus Kazakhs still rise in the economy of the USSR as a result of large scale
development of its mineral resources.
The Kazakh landscape is incredibly diverse with rolling terrains having forests, steppes and
scattered salt basins and to the extreme west are the „Ryn Desert and Caspian lowlands,
(Capisani, 2000: 16) possessing the only oceanic link in the west through Aktau and Atyrau
Caspian ports. The state comprises an immense stretch of steppe that runs from the lower Volga
and Caspian Sea in the west to the Altai and Tian Shan mountain ranges in the east and southeast, (Russian Encyclopedia, 728) with vast, measuring 3000 Kms from east to west, and 1600
km from north to south. (Dani, 1996: 130).
Kazakhstan is a Eurasian region inhabited by Kazakhs since the mid-1400s. Its ethnic status
reveals it a homeland of Kazak with 17 million people, 42% Kazakh and 36% Russians, (Rashid,
108,1994) 1/3 of the population, who are Turkic-speaking, descendants of Mongols, nomadic
and were Muslims prior to Soviet control. (Central Asia Journal, 1994: 145-146). The main
characteristic differentiating it from other Central Asian republics is that it is a „dichotomous
nation‟. To explain this, Oliver Roy and J. Radvanyi (French geographer) used the term „fiction‟
or „virtual‟ state which, (Capisani, 2002: 22) means a nation in which northern half is more
economically and demographically developed than the southern half.
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2.20

Economic Status

Kazakhstan, the 9th biggest country in the world ranks the 3 rd largest industrial power in CIS.
(Clammer, 116, 2010) Since 1999, Kazakhs economy has become the fastest growing economies
in Central Asia as well as in CIS and the world, (Pomfret, 2009) showing an average of 9%per
annum during the first decade. After the disintegration of USSR, Kazakhstan tried to „emerge as
the leader of newly independent Central Asia states and achieved a lead in modernizing its
economy. The republic with leading economy in Central Asia holds substantial mineral and
energy reserves as well as substantial agriculture potential with its vast steppe lands,
accommodating both livestock and grain production.

2.21

Mineral Resources

The Kazakh plateau placed in the core of the region has significant reserves of various minerals
including coal, oil, iron-ore, copper, lead, chromium and silver (M. Klin, 1978: 375). It ranks
among the top ten countries for coal, oil and gas, chrome, manganese (7%), zinc (8%) and
bauxite. It also has abundant non-ferrous and rare metals whose extraction will be helpful to
boost Kazak‟s economy. It has become one of the Soviet Union‟s biggest producer of iron-ore
and important centre of iron and steel industry. (Fidlon, 1968) The country holds largest uranium
mines

of

the

world,

sharing

15%

of

world

uranium

reserves.

(http://www.gecf.org/gecfmembers/kazakhstan).
Kazakhstan is abundantly endowed with fossil fuel resources, which include the world „11 th
largest proven oil and gas reserves. The leading economic sector in Kazakhs economy is oil and
gas, whose reserves are likely to prove to be the most vital because the state produces some eight
hundred thousand barrels of oil daily, thus the leaders stand with firm hope that Kazakhstan will
shift

into

another

„Saudi

Arabia‟

(http://edgekazakhstan.com/a_21st.htm)

in

the

1st

decade

of

21st

century.

Kazakh republic has the leading natural gas reserves in

the region with estimates ranging from 65-100 trillion cubic feet and about 16.4 bbs of oil
reserves, the latter is likely to triple and could even increase six fold, if the most positive
estimates its offshore reserves are fully verified.
There is extensive amount of gas in Kazakhstan, mainly the Karachaganak field in western
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan. (Richard, 2002) The discovery of oil along the Mangyshlak
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peninsula and in the lower basin of Emba River has given boost to industry development. After
the discovery of the largest; Korolevo field and Tengiz oil-field that is estimated more than 3.3
billion tons of oil which is much as Algeria‟s total reserves8 , (Ostrowski, 2010) the republic has
become the 2nd oil and gas producing state in Central Asia after Russia. (Vassiliev, 2001)
Kashagan, apparently twice the size of Tengiz, also ranks 5 th largest oil field in the world (Pala,
2005: 248). Karachaganak field contains as much as 1,300 billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas and
6.8 billion barrels of condensate oil and some crude oil. (Ostrowski, 2010) According to the US
department of Energy, Kazakhstan is the home of the largest oil reserves in Central Asia. It has
proven onshore and offshore hydrocarbon reserves (combined) ranging from 9 to 40 billion
barrels”... (Rumer, 32, 2007).
Kazakhstan embraces the largest oil reserves, among the littoral states situated near the Caspian
Sea basin, holding more than half of all Caspian basin proven reserves, 10 to 22 billion barrels
and 80% of region‟s future oil potential. (Hayat, 2002: 18). The state produced at least
„35,252,000 metric tons of oil, showed increase of 17.4% over 1999s, while in 2000 ,it exported
„28,883,000 tons of oil, showing increase at least 38.8%.These figures revels that the state has
potential to be the „top-notch exporter (www. wikipediaorg/wiki/economy_of_kazakhstan).
Kazakhstan is rich in coal resources. Coal fields in Kazakhstan produce the 3rd largest yield of
coal (110 million tons annually) in the former Soviet Union. (Ali, 1995, 102) The coal deposits
in the Karaganda basin exceed 50 bln tons while in the Ekibastuz basin 10,877 bln tons. Over a
thousand types of precious ores are also found in Kazakhstan. (McCauley, 2002: 61). A glance at
some essential statistics will highlight the bright future of Kazakhstan.


It stands 8th largest producer of iron with 16662 million tons production.



It stands 2nd largest producer of phosphorous.



It ranked the world 4th largest producer of Lead and Molybdenum.



70 out of 99 elements of the periodic table have been discovered in „Kazakhstan„s
bowls‟. (Effendi,1995)



It holds the 3rd largest manganese reserve and ranks the 5 th largest copper
reserves.



Kazakhstan stands in the top list of ten countries in the world which are
important for coal, iron and gold reserves.
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Kazakhstan is also an „exporter of diamond.



Kazakhstan is the centre of gravity in Central Asia because of biggest economy
and energy reserves. (Rashid, 1994, 133) It is the 2 nd largest petroleum after
Russia in CIS and has 160 reservoirs of oil with over 2.7 billion tons of petroleum
which has termed it as „second Kuwait on the basis of petroleum reserves.
Estimates show that about 3.5 billion tons of oil and 2.5 trillion cubic meters of
gas

can extracted

commodities,

from the Caspian Sea.(Capisani,2000,39)Other mineral

abundant in Kazakhstan are „uranium, Ferrochrome, titanium

sponge, „cadmium, , rhenium, copper, bauxite, gallium and zinc.( Capisani &
USGS Mineral Information - Europe and Central Eurasia)

2.22

Agriculture

Kazakhstan is the richest in both industrial and agricultural potentials in the Eurasian region.
According to experts, Kazakhstan will be the model country for the whole Central Asian region
as it would be a new „Asian Tiger‟, (Effendi, 1995) because it has all prospects to attain
prosperous goals in agriculture, industry and mineral sector.

It was an important animal

husbandry region, the major food source of USSR, so was named „fruit basket‟ of the region.
(Khan, 2012) Among the republics of USSR, It ranked 2 nd or 3rd in cereals production in 1990.
(28.5 mln tons).
Although, agriculture remains a „small scale sector in Kazakhs economy ,(as compare with
energy) with contributing to the GDP under 10%,yet more than 75% of the land is engaged in
agriculture and „animal husbandry. Wheat is the main crop, the rich soil and ideal climatic
conditions for growing wheat has placed Kazakhstan as the „six largest wheat producer in the
world. (Report, http in_ Kazakhstan #cite-note-SRI-1)

Kazakhstan has been ranked as the

leading exporter of wheat flour in the world for many years. http://www.world-grain.com/News)
The long nomadic history of Kazaks has provided them traditional potentials in stockbreeding,
making it dominant in agriculture sector. Animal husbandry has a lion share in Kazakhs
economy. Not more than three quarters of all agricultural land is used for grazing, about 70% of
the total land is used for permanent pasture. Kazakh‟s animal husbandry reports for around 45-50
%of the production value in agriculture. It also exports cotton, leather and wool.

33 | P a g e

2.23

The Republic of Kyrgyzstan

The republic of Kyrgyzstan is a remote state surrounded by land, located in the centre of Asia,
and north-east of the former Soviet Central Asia (Dani, 155: 1996). It is largely mountainous
state,

placed

within the Tien Shan and north-eastern Pamir-Alai mountains, (covering

approximately 95% of the whole territory9 , (Jalalzai, 223: 1993) spreading from east to west
expect the Fergana range that strikes from north-west to south-east and separates south-western
part of the republic from the rest of the territory. One major problem posed by Kyrgyzstan‟s
geography is that its mountains isolate parts of the country from each other (Kort, 151, 2004).
Kyrgyzstan, the 2nd smallest of the Central Asian republics, is bounded by China (Xinjiang) on
the south- east with 858 km, long boundary of 1,051 km with Kazakhstan on the north,
Uzbekistan on the west and Tajikistan (870 km) on the west and south (Dani, 1996: 20). It covers
an area of about 198500 sq km (76000 sq miles), (Akiner” 6 & Jalalzai: 222 ) about 80%

10

of

the territory is mountainous at over 1000 m above sea level.(Vassiliev,2001) It is a bit smaller
than the US state of South Dakota or having same area as the state of Nebraska
(http://www.infoplease.com/country/kyr). It looks like the head of „crocodile facing westward
with open jaws, who have the Ferghana valley in a firm hold. Bishkek, its capital, surrounded by
high mountains is placed near the northern side of the state near to the border with Kazakhstan
and its capital Almaty.
Three-quarter of the landscape is dominated by two east-west mountain ranges, the northern part
of the republic which constitutes the bulk of the country‟s land area, lies mostly amid Tian Shan
Mountains, while the small southern section consists mainly of Pamir-Alai mountain system. The
river system of the republic spill into three basins: the Aral, the Tarim and the Issyk Kul. There
are nearly 3000 lakes in the republic; the most beautiful is Issyk-Kul which means “warm lake”
(Dani, 20). The lake, Ysyl-Kol is one of the world‟s high-mountain lakes, covers 12% of
Kyrgyzstan‟s surface area.
Kyrgyzstan is a mountainous country on the southern fringe of USSR. While its southwest holds
part of the Ferghana valley, its eastern part is also mountainous, placed just north of China‟s
Xinjiang province, both are poor and thinly populated. The northwest or Kazakh steppe, is the
richest part of the country because it has the capital. It was Russian industrial base and transport
network or mainly the rail line from Russia (Hill, 2005: 235). The meaning of the word Kirgiz is
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obscure through the Kirghiz themselves derive it from Kyrk-Kys, meaning “forty girls”. This
being a reminiscence of the legendary number of maid servants of a Khan‟s daughter (Dani,
1996: 158). The word also stands for forty clans or „indestructible‟. (Anwar, 1997: 184).
More than one-half of the people are Kyrgyz, Turkic-speaking descendents of the region,
originally are nomadic herdsmen, who settled in the Tian Shan mountain, contributing to about
52% ethnic group, other are Russians, 21% who settled in the best agricultural lands because of
extensive Russian colonization in 1900s, Uzbek 13% and others are 14 % (Mifflin, 1994:147).
The Soviets imposed the Kyrgyz to discord their nomadic culture and accept modern agricultural
and

industrial

manufacturing

techniques.

Kyrgyzstan turned into part of the Soviet Federated Socialist Republic (SFSR) in 1924, gained
an autonomous status on February, 1926. On 5 th December, 1936 it developed into constituent
republic of the USSR. (Dani, 20)

The country announced its sovereignty on Dec, 12, 1991.

Askar Akayev, President of Kyrgyzstan declared his country the Switzerland of Central Asia,
(Starr, 2008) because of natural scenery.
Traditionally, the Kyrgyz have been nomadic herders and pastoral activity remained important
for them. Being a rural state, most people live in the country side and are engaged in agriculture.
Only 7% of the land is arable in which half is used for growing fodder for livestock. The
remaining portion is used for vegetables, wheat, fruit, cotton and tobacco, thus it is self-sufficient
in wheat, tobacco, rice, and fruits etc.

2.24

Mineral Resources

Kyrgyzstan has variety of mineral resources, including ferrous and non-ferrous metals, precious
metals, and rare earth industrial minerals. On the other hand, it has energy

reserves; (oil, coal

and gas) discovered in the vicinity of Farghana, though limited yet have given a further impetus
to the oil and gas industry in Kyrgyzstan. (Fidlon, 1968) Other minerals includes iron ore, tin
lead, copper, aluminum, over 340 million tons, (Abdymem, 2013) bauxite, antimony, cement
materials; gypsum, limestone, fluorspar, tin; zinc and tungsten are also extracted in Kyrgyzstan.
(Jalalzai, 1993)
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The mercury deposits of the Haidarkan and antimony deposits of Kadamzhai and Tereksai made
it to stand 1st in Eurasian continent. During the Soviet period, it was 3 rd in coal production in
Central Asia. Keeping in mind the significance of minerals, Kyrgyz Energy and Industry
Minister Osmonbek Artykbayev said, “Kyrgyzstan has significant resources of coal and lignite
and intends to intensify coal production in the country .It produced 1.184 million tons of coal in
2012 and plans to bring these figures up to 3 million tons in three years”. Artykbayev further
said. We plan to sell our coal to China and Central Asian countries in the future” (Jafarova,
2013).

State Balance of Major Minerals

Table 1

Minerals

Number of deposits

Oil

11

Gas

11

Coal

49

Precious metals
Hard rock gold

24

Placer gold

24

Silver

12

Base and rare metals
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Mercury

4

Antimony

7

Tin

2

Tungsten

2

Copper

7

Lead

3

Zink

2

Source: Mining Industry as a source of economic growth in Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek 2005( 11 , 2005)
Kyrgyzstan is the only country in the world, still producing mercury on industrial scale for
export. In 2008, production of mercury was less than 300 tones. (Mercury Report_ scr.pdf)
Mercury is mined at Khaidarkan plant, located in the south west Kyrgyzstan, whose remoteness
is now considered a challenge to the further economic growth of the region. Although
Kyrgyzstan holds lot of mineral wealth like coal, iron, copper and others, yet the most important
attractive element for foreign investors was gold. There are only two gold mines operating in the
Kyrgyz Republic at Kumtor and Makmal. Other deposits are the Jilau, the Muruntau, and the
„Zarmitan, having huge potential for further exploration. The proven reserves of gold are
estimated to more than 430 tons (Abdymem, 2013). Kumtor, the largest gold mine in Kyrgyzstan
whose gold deposits were estimated to more than 300 tons in 1996, started operational work
giving an annual production of 15 to 23 tons of gold per year. In 2010, the chief mineral was
gold which accounted 90% of the minerals mined in Kyrgyzstan. Gold mines are in operation at
Batken region, with 25 different scale gold ore occurrences. Kyrgyzstan was the only single
producer of antimony in USSR. In 1990, the state produced 17,608 tons of antimony. Kyrgyzstan
ranked the third largest producer of antimony in the world. The history of oil exploration in
Kyrgyzstan goes back to the beginning of 18 th century when in 1900 it started extraction reached
3000 tons by 1913. Though, Kyrgyzstan could not boast extensive oil and gas reserves as did
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, yet, it does produce some oil, as production was 73.3 thousand
tons in 2004 ( http://bishkek. usembassy.gov).

37 | P a g e

In the early 1990s, Coal industry was swiftly developing and Kyrgyzstan bestowed coal for the
whole Central Asian region by 1913 and coal production reached 4.9 million tons per year by
1979.Three main coal regions are Alai, Alabuka-Chatyrkul and Yuzhno-Issykkul, with 2,500
Mts proven coal reserves and 4,700 Mt feasible reserves and the most considerable, Tegene with
estimated reserves of approximately 585 million tons has provided attraction for China. 12
Kyrgyzstan‟s most significant natural resource is its fast-flowing rivers, which not only supply
water for much of Central Asia, but also generate large quantities of hydroelectric power. (Kort,
2004, 152) These Mountain peaks are eternally covered with glaciers which are the source of
Mountain Rivers; these rivers are conducive to produce hydropower, estimated to be 165,000
million kilowatt hours, (Dani,1996: 155,) not only fulfill its own needs but exports to Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan.
To reduce its reliance on imports, Kyrgyzstan endeavors to present its natural resources to the
interest of prospective investors. (Abdymem, 2013) In order to gain this potential, Kyrgyzstan
wants foreign investors to extract and work because she is too poor, too remote and too small.
Kyrgyzstan has focused its attention to bolster its economy through the collective escalation of
natural resources with sizeable foreign investors. Simultaneously, Kazakh‟s location, at the core
of geopolitical interests for China, Russia and the US, Kyrgyzstan wants the political hold of
superpowers and friendly relations with affluent neighbors. Without that an autonomous
approach to the raw market will not be easy.

2.25

Economy

Akayev government made a sustained attempt to endorse free market reforms yet Akayev efforts
could not prevent economic decline and hardships. During the period 1992 and 1995 the
economy declined by 45 %.( Kort, 2004, 162), yet Kyrgyz Government tried all possible efforts
to overcome these hindrances.
The republic enjoyed one of the highest republic economic growth rates in the Soviet Union‟s
waning years, benefiting from demand for its livestock products, metal and hydroelectric power.
During the Soviet rule, economic growth was focused on the production of raw materials
necessary for supply to the industries of Soviet Union, so they neglected their economic
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progress. After independence, the state suffered one of the severest declines of any post-Soviet
state, with per capita consumption dropping to an estimated 40% in 1991 and 1992 alone.
Today, agriculture plays an important role in the economy of Kyrgyzstan, which includes cotton,
wool, leather and fruits etc. During the period 1990-91, agriculture sector shared approximately
40% of the GDP, giving out 30% in employment sector. Unlike other republics of Central Asia,
private sector is playing vital role in agriculture, producing 1/3 and a half of various crops.
(Semenova, 2001: 252).
The industry shares for about 30% of the GDP.The main industrial units are agricultural
machinery, metallurgy, textile food etc. The republic stands 2 nd after Russia in exporting power
to nearby states, perhaps the most profitable industry in the state of Kyrgyzstan with $ 70-80 mln
annually from the sale of power. In 1996, Bishkek exported 2.2 bln kWh to Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan.

2.26

Republic of Turkmenistan

Of all the five Central Asian states that were thrust onto the international stage after the
dismemberment of Soviet Union, Turkmenistan was probably the least known. (Peyrouse, 2012
& Encyclopedia of Russian History, 1589). Attention suddenly turned towards Turkmenistan
with the change of president in Dec 2006, but once again the media focus distorted the Western
view of the country. Turkmenistan or Turkmen, a sovereign Turkic republic, is the 2 nd largest
state of Central Asia after Kazakhstan,(Britannica) with 88,100 sq km, about the size of
California and South Carolina combined.(Kort,137,2004) The name stands for “land of Turkmen
people in Persian”. In one Persian text, the word „Turk‟ was used for the „Turanians‟ and the
people of the Altay region. (Lewis, 1998: 88) The name, „Turkmen‟ is a synonym of „Oghus that
includes all the Turkic people, living to the southwest of Central Asia. (Britannica, 711). In fact,
the name begins to appear in historical sources in the 10 th century, when Turkmen people largely
dominated Central Asia. The arrival of the Tsarist Empire led to profound and long

39 | P a g e

lasting changes for the country and its people. Despite its cultural, linguistic and historical ties
with the Turk-Persian world, modern Turkmenistan experienced 110 years of Russian and Soviet
domination (Peyrouse,24) that provided the current features of the country: the demarcation of its
borders and economic development etc, yet the creation of modern Turkmenistan enabled the
country to emerge as an independent state in 1991.
The Turkmen history can be traced back to the 4th century BC when the country situated on the
famous old Silk Road or at the crossroads of civilizations for centuries, ruled by various Persian
Empire and was conquered by Alexander the Great, Muslim crusaders, the Mongols, Turk
warriors and finally the Russians in 1880s. That‟s why, it is known as the 1 st town situated along
the Silk Road which caught invader‟s attention who were keen to conquer the land. Thus, it has
stunning and brutal history. The city of Merv was famous city of the Muslim world in medieval
ages, key stop on the Silk Road.
The state is located in the south-west of Central Asia, with Caspian Sea in the west and Amu
Darya in the east. (Berdiniyazov, 1996.167) Four countries border Turkmenistan: Iran (922 kms
of shared borders) and Afghanistan (744 kms) to the south, Uzbekistan (1,621kms) and
Kazakhstan (379 kms) to the east and north. All these neighboring countries play a vital role in
Turkmen foreign policy. (Encyclopedia of Russian History1591) Turkmenistan or Turcomania is
a state with geographical, historical and cultural contrasts. A great part of Turkmenistan sits in
the Aral-Caspian Depression on the southern plateau of the Turan, (Khan,1993)whose average
elevation is between 100 -200 above sea level. Turkmenistan is quite prone to seismic events
because of its location on the fault line between the Indian Eurasian continents. The geography
entails a huge portion; at least 80% of the republic is covered with desert‟s land, among them,
the Garagum desert rises to mountains in the south and a low mountain along border with Iran is
the largest desert of Central Asia.
The geographical extremes of Turkmenistan and the fragmented character of its geomorphology
have in part determined the history of its population. Human settlement is largely dependent on
water resources. For several millennia, the people overwhelmingly centered in oases and along
rivers, (about 27 /per sq mile), sparsely populated at the foot of Kupat Dagh Mts in the south and
along the rivers, Amu Darya, Murgab and Tedzhen Rivers. (Bartold, 1962: 73) The state has 4.8
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million people in which about 77% are Turkmen people, (3,696,000) (Russian Encyclopedia,
1589) identifying the main ethnic group, whereas Russians and Uzbek are in minority13 .
Turkmenistan is the 2nd largest country in Central Asia, occupying an area of 448,100 sq Kms,
(Dani, 21, 1996 & Peyrouse , 3) after Kazakhstan (2,717,300 Kms) and ahead of Uzbekistan.
Located at similar latitude to Spain, its territory stretches 1,100 Kms from east to west, and 650
Kms from north to south.
In ancient times, Turkmenistan was part of the Persian Empire. This part of the region was
engrossed into the Turkistan Autonomous Republic after 1918.The SSR of Turkmenistan was
created on Feb 14, 1925. During the period 1918 to 1924, it was part of Turkistan Autonomous
SSR, yet it was a component part of RFSSR. (Dani, 21) Its capital, Ashgabat is located at about
40 Kms away from the Iranian border. During the Soviet rule, Turkmenistan was one of the least
incorporated republics in Soviet Union, providing raw materials. Turkmenistan converted into an
independent state like other republics, declared its Independence on 27 th Nov, 1991. (Jalalzai,
1993, 183).

2.27

Mineral Resources

Although, Turkmenistan holds numerous minerals as bromine, lignite, barite sulpher, potassium,
rock salt, non-ferrous and rare metals etc, yet his prosperity lies in its huge energy reserves,
especially some of the largest reserves of natural gas in the world, about „2.9 trillion Cubic
meters of natural gas, (Gokay, 2001: 13; Stern 2008: 260) in which proven reserves are estimated
about

„3,000

bn

cubic

metres.(http://www.cps.

uz/

eng/

news/turkmen_gasdeal_extends_chinese_influence in central asia.report.mgr) It is the world‟s 5th
largest producer of natural gas and stands 3 rd largest for gas reserves.14 (Khan, 1999: 106). It has
the region‟s 2nd largest reserves estimated at 71 trillion cubic feet, (Rumer, 2007: 32) was the 2nd
largest gas producing country in the former Soviet Union. The estimated gas reserves are 150
trillion cubic feet, (12,000 to 21,000 billion cubic metres, (Roy, 2000: 194) which stands on of
the top ten reserves of the world, so sometimes Turkmenistan is called “gas republic ”.
According to an Economic review report, Turkmenistan is rich in gas and oil, with immense gas
reserves (1320000 billion cubic metres), estimated 8087 billion cubic metres of which 326 bcms
are proven. It supplies 11% of the total production of the Central Asia. Most of the gas reserves
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are located in the southeast of the country. Amu Darya basin is one of the largest gas fields in
Turkmenistan in which the giant Dauletabad field has half of the country‟s gas reserves. It also
holds huge gas reserves in Murgab basin, mainly Yashlar reserves, with an estimate of 27 Tcf.
Turkmenistan‟s south Yolotan-Osman huge gas field is considered the second largest in the
world.
Turkmenistan‟s depends on natural gas and produced 84 billion cubic metres in 1991. Its gas
export fell to 33 billion cubic metres in1995.
metres

of

gas

in

which

In 2006, the republic exported sixty billion cubic

50bn

to

Russia

(http://www.cps.uz/eng/news/turkmen_gasdeal_extends_chinese_influence

and

6bn
in

to

Iran.
central

asia.report.mgr) A total of 95% of the output is directed to exports, partly to Western Europe.
(Dani: 171).
Turkmenistan also has an estimated 698 million tons of oil reserves of which 101 million tons
are proven15 (Jalalzai, 193) that are located beneath the desert Karakum. Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan each has proven oil reserves of approximately half a billion barrels. (Rumer, 32)The
country processed 7.1 million tons of oil in 1991.
Despite of having great potentials in energy wealth, its major problem is limited export routes
which mostly move through Russia. To overcome this problem or how to bypass Russia‟s
control of the existing export pipeline network, Turkmens are keen to develop new routes.
(Zhmuida, 1997). After becoming an independent state, Turkmenistan initially tried to develop
pipeline to Europe through Iran and Turkey without involving Russia. (Khan, 1997, 7) In spite of
massive energy reserves, its economic escalation remains a challenge due to lack of technical
experts and funds, though, there has been a thrust to develop energy resources to build up
economic growth.

2.28

Economic Status

The republic of Turkmenistan is a fairy-tale land, ruled by, Saparmurad Niyazov, a fairy-tale
prince, whose style was Turkmenbashi (McCauley, 56) which effectively ensured the Turkmen‟s
that this land is a heaven of composure in the sea of Central Asia politics. Bashi‟s dream is to be
autarkic and thus not dependent on any outside state for anything, adopting the policy of „selfreliance‟. A Turkish magazine, Turkan described Turkmenistan as “A Reborning Country” or „a
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country of new possibilities‟. (Dani, 179) For centuries, Turkmenistan produced attractive,
velvety carpets using fine wool from karakul sheep. Door rugs as well as weaving curtains, sacks
bags and pouches are produced. Though this republic is famous for its carpets and Karakul wool,
yet the real share in its export is natural gas which is 8.1 trillion cubic meters.
Turkmenistan, having one of the world‟s fastest growing economy, stands 5 th in the world for
GDP growth rate, its economic development mainly depends on its hydrocarbon reserves. (CIA,
Facts Book, 2006) The main sources of economic development are oil refineries, gas extraction
and chemical production. (Jalalzai, 183)

The hydrocarbon industry is the country‟s largest

industry with strong export potential.
The state with vast area of 488100 sq Kms, have only 2.5% of the arable land area. (253, Rashid,
1994) It is largely occupied with desert land, so intensive agriculture in irrigated areas is the 2 nd
activity performed after mining. The main crops are cotton and wheat. It is among the top ten
producers of cotton in the world. Significant progress has been made in cotton processing.
In post Soviet era, industrial sector of Turkmenistan was mainly dominated by the fuel and
cotton processing industries. After independence, the state established full control over cotton
industry by opening 14 more plants for cotton processing (1991-2004) to consume domestic raw
material. The energy sector is the core of the Turkmen economy with generating 80 % of all
foreign

currency

revenues

and

accounts

for 50%of budget revenues.

(Badykova,

at

http://books.sipri.org/) There are 127 gas fields listed on government accounts as assets, 39 of
which are being actively explored. Oil and gas production and its trade revenue given in the table
below are taken from BP Statistical Review.
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Table: No-1

Year

Production

Gas Production and its Export

Exports to Exports to Exports to
Russia

China

Iran

2005

57

35.1

0

5.8

2008

66.1

39.1

0

6.5

2009

36.4

10.7

0

5.8

2010

42.4

9.7

3.5

6.5

2011

59.5

10.1

14.3

10.2

2012

64.4

9.9

21.3

9.0

Oil production in 1999 was twice that of 1990.Oil production was 202,000 barrels per day in
2010.The following table illustrates a remarkable increase in oil production after independence,
data is taken from BP Statistical Review.
Table: No-2

Gas Production

Year

Production(mil.tons/y)

2009

10.4

2002

9

2010

10.7

2005

9.5

2011

10.7

2008

10.3

2012

11

Indeed, Turkmenistan has only 4 million people with an economy that is hardly developed aside
from oil and cotton. There is limited domestic utilization of its gas and thus a plethora of gas to
export. (Bulent, 2001) Its gas richness status allow them to keep away from entanglements.
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Turkmenistan„s place in international arena is nevertheless strategic, a fact that is essentially due
to its natural gas reserves, and to a least degree its transit potential. While the Caspian Sea is
bound to become a growing energy center, so too are the essentially onshore Turkmen reserves.
It is estimated that having lowest population in all Central Asian states, (about five million
people) it is guaranteed a status as the “Kuwait of Central Asia” on the condition that it can
develop profitable energy strategies.

2.29

Republic of Tajikistan

Tajikistan, a newly independent republic with remote location is situated on the southern tip of
former Soviet Central Asia. Tajikistan was the poorest state of the former USSR because of its
physiographic condition as 93 % of its territory is covered by mountains (Akiner, 1994: 5). It
was the only Persian speaking state, so was named Tajikistan by Arabs to refer to the Central
Asians who only spoke Farsi, the language of Iran (1978). Thus, Tajikistan is a potentially
volatile republic with strong linguistic links with Iran ( Jalalzai,352,1994).

Islam has always

been widely practiced in this area, even when the country was under Soviet rule.
The southernmost republic of the former Soviet Union extends from 39 N (latitude) to 30 E
(longitude). It is a landlocked country, having an area of 143,100 sq km

16

(Musa, 1989: 151

Britannica & Dani, 1996: 21), regarded as one of the smaller country in the region, (1513,
Miller) having population of 7,080,000. (17 Britannica)The capital of Tajikistan is Dushanbe,
means „Monday‟ in Persian language, located, on the western part of the state, the heart of
mountains (1978, 5) with 58.81% Tajiks. (Rashid, 1994: 151).
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It has long border with Afghanistan which is approximately 1206 km. China lies to the east of
Tajikistan with 414 km border, where lofty snow-capped mountains lay between the two
countries. Uzbekistan is located on the western border of Tajikistan, having1161 km long border.
Kyrgyzstan is situated in the north and North -West of Tajikistan with 870 km long border. The
republic is well snuggled between Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, to the north and west. Tajikistan
is also situated nearby to Chitral and the Gilgit-Baltistan region of Pakistan and is detached by
the narrow Wakhan Corridor. (Wikipedia) It is somewhat smaller than Wisconsin.
Tajikistan is situated at the crossroads of some of the highest and vast mountain ranges in the
world where half of its terrain placed at elevation above 10,000ft‟(Britannica) The dominant
landscape of the republic is Pamir and Alay Mountain. Parts of Pamir and Trans-Alai mountain
systems cross the state of Tajikistan in the east including the highest and the 3 rd highest mountain
peaks in the former Soviet Union. (Ismail Samani peak, 24,590 ft,18 Lenin peak) Himalayas lies
in the west while, Hindu Kush stretches south-ward.

The southeast is occupied by an arid

plateau with elevation of 12,000 to 15,000 ft, located in the heart of mountains. The chief rivers
are the Panj, Amu Darya, Syr Darya and Zeravshan. The Panj separates southern Tajikistan from
northern Afghanitan.Most of the population is concentrated in the narrow intermountain valleys.
(Vassiliev, 2001: 7).
The work of Herodotus and Archives evidence have provided information about the nation,
settled in Tajikistan. Iranian people are known to have lived in the region of Tajikistan since the
1st century BC. (149, 1994) Tajik‟s are the major ethnic group; (about 80%), settled in Tajikistan
before the 10th century. Traditionally, the Tajiks occupied and settled in urban cities of Central
Asia, especially in Bukhara and Samarkand and they were the economic and political elite of the
Bukhara Emirate (it was prominenent during that period). (Encyclopedia of Russian History,
1514

) Persian language came there in 6th century when Persians settled in Tajikistan, who

shared language, culture and history with Afghanistan and Iran.
The Arabs ruled there in 7th and 8th century and introduced and established Islam. Tajiks are pure
Aryans, civilized, cultured and indigenous people. Their cultural depth and pride in their
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contribution to the Muslim civilization of Central Asia is a heritage of which they are proud. The
centre of gravity of Islamic civilization had started shifting away from Iraq to Bukhara and
Samarkand as early as the turn of the 10 th century A.D. (Effendi, 1993, 61)
The history portrays Uzbeks control over Tajiks in 15 th and 18th centuries. The major part of
Tajikistan was under Russian‟s control in the 1860s. In 1895, Russia got hold of it. Tajikistan
turned out to be part of republic of the USSR from 1929-1991. (American Heritage Dictionary)
Russia's grip on Central Asia damaged after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. Bolshevik
command of the area was vicious rivalry and did not completely reinstate until 1925.It became
an autonomous republic under the supervision of the Uzbek S.S.R in 1924 and attained the status
of union republic on October, 1929. (Dani, 1996: 21). It declared itself as independent state in
1991.

2.30

Economic Status

The physical geography of Tajikistan is a major hindrance in trade and developing infrastructure,
thus it has to depend on other immediate neighbours. The landlocked position of Tajikistan
entails open access to outside trade routes. Tajikistan is the most indigent of the former Soviet
republics; its economy was hard hit by the civil war that followed independence. Although, it has
significant mineral wealth and potential to export hydroelectric power, (Jalalzai, 352) yet
political instability prevents investors from exploration and development.
Since it gained independence from the USSR in 1991, Tajikistan faced three phases of change in
Government and a civil war between regional groups from 1992-97,(CIA,World Facts Book) the
only republic in Central Asia which has endured an incapacitating civil war. (McCauley, 52) The
civil war harshly smashed the already feeble economic infrastructure and gave grounds to quick
decrease in industrial and agricultural production. Thus, economic condition remained fragile
due to rough triumph of structural reforms, corruption, weak power, extensive unemployment,
and the external debt load.

After 9/11, (after NATO interference in Afghanistan), international

society took notice of security and economic development to reinforce stability in the area. Now,
Tajikistan is in quest of WTO membership, in the early stages and has joined NATO's joint
venture

for

Peace.

Tajikistan has total land area of about 143,100 sq km, in which only 7% of the land area is
arable, in which agriculture„s share of G.D.P is 23.7%. Its economy depends on agriculture and
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livestock farming. About 2/3 of the people are engaged in subsistence farming, mainly
concentrated in intermountain valleys or lowland areas. At least 6 % of Tajik land is used for
agriculture. The major agricultural areas are located in the „northwest, near Khudzh and the
southwest of Dushanbe.

The chief crop is cotton, yet hampered due to debt and poor

infrastructure. The other major crops are wheat, barley, truck farming (fruit vegetables, including
wine grapes) mulberry trees and livestock farming.
Tajikistan is one of those countries which possess vital precious metals .The republic holds
enormous reserves of silver, gold, uranium, tungsten, zinc, lead, coal, antimony, salt, and
mercury, rich in the deposits of non-ferrous and rare metals ores, coal, oil and mineral raw
materials. (Jalalzai, 151) Due to deposits of aluminum, zinc, and lead, its processing units are
established. Tursun-Zade, not only have the „region‟s largest aluminum processing plant but also
vast

deposits

of

oil

and

gas

are

located

in

this

area.

Tajikistan needs western investment to exist because it is a poor, too remote, too small republic,
yet has rich mineral assets to exploit. Due to possessing strategic mineral wealth, it was the state
which bestowed basis to the Soviet nuclear program.
One of the world‟s largest deposits of uranium is also placed in Tajikistan. (McCauley, 61)
having about 14 % reserves of the world‟s uranium which is exploited as nuclear fuel. Tajikistan
was a chief exporter, yet the ending stage of the nuclear arms race has confined its significance.
One of the largest aluminum plant of the ex USSR was built in Regar (Vassiliev, 2001: 13). Gold
deposits have been extracted in the valley of Zarafshan and Khatlon region by Tajik-British joint
venture. It is estimated that at least 28 gold deposits are found in Tajikistan whose estimated
volume is 429.3 tons of gold.
The world 2nd largest deposit of silver is located in the north of Tajikistan in Koni-Mansur.
Tajikistan has the largest deposits of antimony in all Central Asian republics. There are sixteen
deposits of lead and zinc, three deposits of cooper and bismuth, one deposit of tungsten and
molybdenum, fifteen deposits of gold, seven deposits of silver, eleven deposits of coal, eleven
deposits of oil and gas and so many other deposits of various minerals are situated in Tajikistan.
In the north of Tajikistan, huge deposits of marble and granite are found.The country exports
huge variety of minerals, among them aluminum, electricity, cotton, fruits, vegetable oil, and
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textiles items are significant.

Tajikistan imports petroleum products, machinery and equipment

etc.
The key rivers are Amu Darya, Syr Darya, and Zeravshan, having potentials of vigorous supply
with hydroelectric resources. The republic has massive reserves of „water power whose
prospective capacity is approximately 20,000,000 kwh, equal to almost half of the hydro power
reserves of the whole of Central Asia. (Fidlon, 1968)
The major project of hydropower are, Sangtuda hydropower dam, the Sangtuda II and Rogun
dams, built with Russian investment, having the potential to add significantly to electricity
production. It is expected that Rogun Dam will be the future world's largest dam. Tajikistan has
paid attention on establishing considerable infrastructure development, so received loans from
China to develop roads network and an electricity transmission network. Tajik government has
also built a bridge to increase north-south trade links which opened in 2007. Tajikistan bilateral
trade is mainly with the Netherlands, Russia, Uzbekistan, and Turkey. The country's poor
economic condition and political chaos has revealed the way for Tajikistan to become a
considerable

heroin

smuggling

com/topic/tajikistan#ixzz1tgvp4ADk)

transit

point.

(http:

//www.

answers.

In short, Tajikistan needs foreign or western investment

to exist because it is a poor, too remote, too small republic, yet has rich mineral assets to exploit.
(Olcott, 1995)

2.31

Republic of Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan‟s landlocked status defines it as „double landlocked‟, enclosed by countries which
are themselves landlocked. (Clammer, 2010, 95) The republic is often called the „heart of Central
Asia‟ because of its geographical location and the role it played in the life of the region, placed
on the crossroad of the main transport corridors connecting the west with the east. The historical
data reveals that Uzbekistan was a predominant transit trade route as well as dynamic land
bridge between many of the world‟s great civilizations, Russia to the North, China to the East,
and India to the South, Iran and then Europe to the West.
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Central Asia, the centre of ancient cultural and economic activity has been the area lying
between Amu and Syr Darya, most territory lies now in Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan remains Central
Asia‟s geographic core besides having small area then Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan. The
republic sees itself as the major regional power with 23 million people. 19 (Roy, 2000, 193) which
make it the most populated country within Central Asia. The major ethnic group is Uzbeks which
made up about 80% of the population, (119, Kort, 2004) while Tajiks constitute the 2 nd major
ethnic group, settled along eastern border of Uzbekistan with Tajikistan. (http://anthrocivitas.net/
forum/archive/index.php /t-4548.html)
Uzbekistan, historically known as Turkestan, is situated in the core of Central Asia, bordering all
of the other states of Central Asian region, (Melvin.2000) between two great rivers, the Amu
Darya and the Syr Darya. (Known as „Maverannahr in the middle Ages)Uzbekistan functions as
the „Lynchpin‟ to the whole Central Asian region because of its strong ethnic and historic ties
with territories in all the neighboring states.
Geographically, Uzbekistan, being the largest state, 2 nd only to Kazakhstan in the region with an
area of about 447400 sq Kms, (Olcott, 1992) slightly larger than California,(Kort,2004,113) and
the most landlocked country in the world in all directions, (Effendi, 1995) occupies the central
and northern portion of Central Asian region, bordering Kazakhstan on the north and north west,
Turkmenistan on the southwest, Tajikistan on the southeast, Kirghizstan on the north east and
Afghanistan on the south. The length of its frontiers is 5,3oo km (Vassiliev, 2001). The country
spans 1,425 km from east to west, and the greatest north-south distance is 930 km.
Uzbekistan has diverse and vivid topography with the vast Tien Shan and Pamir Mts in the south
and the north east part is bounded by the Aral Sea. (Jalalzai, 107, 1993) Almost three fifths of the
territory is made up of desert and semi-desert areas. Fertile valleys are situated along the Amu
Darya and Syr Darya, or on Pamir foothills. About four –fifths of the territory consists of plains,
taking in the greater part of the Kyzyl-Kum Desert, the dry deltas of the Zarafshan and Kashka
rivers and the plains of the Amu Darya.
Tashkent, an ancient city and the capital of the Uzbek Muslim republic, is dynamic, busy and
largest city in Central Asia. In terms of area, it was the third largest after Moscow and Leningrad,
(Jalalzai. 112. 1993) and was the main trade centre on the ancient Great Silk Road in 11 th and
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12th centuries. The city is situated on the Zarafshan River, directly to the west of the Ferghana
valley. Its goes back to more than 2500 years, gives prof of habitat in the region, (1517, Miller)
inhabited as back as the Stone age. (1994, 153-154) Tashkent remained the political and
economic power of the country, with unique infrastructure being trade hub for Central Asia. In
2007, Tashkent was named the world capital of Islamic culture by International Islamic
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNSESCO) due to ancient rich history and
culture, received a special place in the history of world civilization.
Bukhara, Samarkand, Khive and Termiz are also historical cities of Uzbekistan. (Miller, 1626)
Bukhara was regarded as sacred place of pilgrimage for Muslims after Mecca, Medina and
Jerusalem. That‟s why, Central Asia was also known the birthplace of Sufism. During the end of
eighteen century and the beginning of the 19 th century, trade favorably developed in Bukhara, it
became the most important entreport for foodstuffs in all Central Asia. (Holt, 484, 1970)
The historical and ancient city of Samarkand placed in the centre of Central Asia is famous over
the centuries for its crafts, its embroidery, carpets and ceramics are known throughout the world.
(Jalalzai, 120) It is also interesting that Samarkand introduced paper and paper manufacturing to
Western Europe. In ancient times, Samarkand was the energetic trade centre especially silk from
China.

20

At present, silk and cotton textile is still the main industry in Samarkand. Farghana

valley is the industrial centre of Uzbekistan. It is often called „gem of Uzbekistan‟ (Jalalzai,
130).It is famous for cotton. In Soviet time, Farghana was developed into a big industrial and
culture centre.
Uzbekistan was a pure Islamic, independent Muslim state having good and friendly relations
with neighboring Muslim countries before 1917 communist revolution. It was given the status of
„SSR‟ on October 27, 1924. The state declared its independence on August, 31, 1991.
(Anwar.1997, 181)

2.32

Historical Background

Indo-Iranians were the earliest people, migrated and settled there around the second millennium
B.C. After the movement of Alexander the Great, by the 4th century B.C, trade along the Silk
Road flourished, and Uzbekistan emerged as an important trading center, developed and
strengthen cultural contact between east and west, and a variety of religions flourished during
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this period. During the 7th and 8th centuries, Islam emerged as the dominant religion and by the
end of 10th century, Uzbekistan was documented as an important center in the Muslim world. In
the late 14th century Timur (Tamerlane) created a vast empire with Samarkand as its capital.
Although Uzbekistan is relatively new state, created as an administrative unit by Soviet planners
and achieved independence in 1991, the territories of contemporary Uzbekistan have played as
host to a rich past. Historically, the land of modern Uzbekistan has been the home for a variety of
important civilizations. Powerful cities grew up across the region, fed by the trade of the Silk
Road, the rich agricultural lands and the ability of the region‟s rulers to establish viable political
and economic systems to harness the region‟s resources. The population of the area embraced
Islam and in certain periods the region became a centre for advanced learning culture.
Through the centuries, migrations, conquest and trade brought the population of the region into
contact with variety of peoples from Europe and Asia. In the19 th century, Russian colonization of
the kingdoms of Central Asia led to important changes in the geopolitical situation of the region,
although much of the social and political structure of the area remained intact. In the 1920s, the
Soviet control over the core territories of Central Asia led, to a fundamental transformation of the
region. Soon after seizing control of the area, Soviet planners undertook many steps to reshape
the region.
Edward Allworth argues that the roots of Uzbek history can be traced back to the fourteen
century. (Melvin, 2000, 1) In the 4th century BC, Alexander the Great passed through Central
Asia on the way to conquer India. Popular beliefs hold that Alexander was the founder of
Samarkand, although most historians discount this version of the past. (Melvin, 2) After the
death of Alexander, Greek influence declined in the region .With the rise of Samanid dynasty in
Persia, the influence of Baghdad was replaced by Persian influence. Bukhara emerged as a major
trading region in Samanid dynasty. Uzbekistan became centers of religious and scientific
learning, all this fame gained due to famous cities along the „Silk Route.‟

2.33

Cultural Heritage

Islam Karimov, the President of Uzbekistan maintains that his country is “the heart of Central
Asia”. The republic of Uzbekistan is historically destined to be located on the crossroads of
Eurasia, linking the west with the east and the South to the north. It has inherited the historic
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traditions of Bukhara, the legendary capital city of Yore, Samarkand, the queen of the Central
Asian city and Khive, the „fabled‟ city of Khwarizm, (Dani, 191) honorably precious pearls of
the world civilization, also known as majestic old cities which are equals of Rome, Athens,
Alexandria and Carthage. The cities of Samarkand, Bukhara and Khive, included in the
„UNESCO World Heritage list. It is a beautiful land with the splendid young city of Navoi,
Shahri Sabz, the city of Amir Timur and Tashkent, the city of fountains.( Dani,22)
The territory of Uzbekistan is an ancient center of world civilization. It was a melting pot in
which the cultures and religions of west and east met. The rich historical and cultural legacy is
mirrored in the centuries old history of the area, connected to the history of Great Silk Road.
Being situated at the crossroads of this region, various cultures and traditions were developed
and flourished in Uzbekistan. The region produced great scholars and thinkers whose work not
only enriched the assets of world civilization, but tremendous work in the field of philosophy,
mathematics,

geography,

medicine,

astronomy, history and literature later motivated the

European Renaissance and offered the basis of European science.
The representatives of the Uzbek soil or the heros of this land, Amir Temur, Mughal Emperor
Baber,Al-Khorezmi,Abu Rehan Beruni, Abu IbnSina,Al-Ferghani and others who provided a
striking page to the chronicles of world history. (2006, 220) The great moments of Islamic
culture such as the tombs of Imam Al-Bukhari, Khwaji Bahouddin Nakshbandi (Bukhara) and
Al-Termizi are found there. The world‟s most prehistoric temples and statues of „Buddha were
exposed in the south of Uzbekistan.

2.34

Economic Status

The three strong pillars contributing in Uzbekistan‟s economy are agriculture, industry and
services, with sharing 31.1, 25.7 and 43.2% to GDP in 2005. (CIA, 2006) Uzbekistan economy is
based on agronomy and heavy industry. The republic possesses huge economic potential and one
of the highest figures of both agricultural and industrial progress in Central Asia. Nevertheless,
the state served as supplier of raw materials exporting cheap cotton fibre and other agriculture
production and various strategic materials to the region of USSR. (Mukimdjanova, 1998)
Precisely, the biggest, culturally soundest and politically advanced state of Uzbekistan holds a
central position amongst the Central Asian states. Manpower and resources ability can make
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Uzbekistan the future leader of the region, who is already trying to act as a leading state in
Central Asia. (Miller, 1628).
Although 80% of Uzbek territory is covered with dry steppe and desert, yet its fertile productive
land and suitable climatic conditions for growing cotton has made it attractive for foreign
investors. It exports fruit, silk cocoons and vegetables to Moscow. The most economically
developed areas are Tashkent, Samarkand and Bukhara, as well as the Ferghana valley and
valley of the Amu Darya in the cities of Nukus and Urgench.
The two main factors, contributing a lion share in Uzbek‟s economy are its gas together with its
Cotton, symbol of prosperity. (Thompson, 1994) Uzbekistan ranks the 4th largest producer of
cotton with around 4 million tones of production and 2 nd largest exporter of raw cotton in the
world after USA. (Khan, 2006) It is well known for its thriving textile industry and rich
agriculture. (Jalalzai, 350) It also produces machines and heavy equipments. Its most developed
industries are chemical and gas production, metal making and textile manufacturing. (Khan,
1993) Thus, Uzbekistan is trying to expand its influence over the whole of Tranoxiana.

2.35

Mineral Resources

In the 20th century, Uzbekistan emerged as home to the most powerful and populous political
community in Central Asia. The appearance of Uzbekistan on the world stage is, however, a
comparatively new phenomenon.

The republic has massive reserves of minerals as silver,

copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, coal and uranium which make it one of Central Asia‟s richer
republics. There are 3000 deposits of minerals, in which 1100 are prepared for developing, with
50 deposits of valued minerals and 194 deposits of energy raw materials. Uzbekistan ranks
“eighth” in the world as key producer of natural gas, (2006 21 ) and stands second in
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) after Russia. The data of the year 2000 reveals that
proven oil reserves were over 600 million barrels (McCauley, 73, 2002) in Uzbekistan.
Uzbekistan paid attention towards hydrocarbon reserves after independence. It produces natural
gas from 52 deposits among them 12 are the major deposits, accounts for over 95% of
Uzbekistan gas production. These reserves are located in two areas, the Amu Darya Basin and in
the Mubarek, where gas output in 1990 was 40000 cubic meters. (1993, Jalalzai, 111)
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In 1992, its gas production was 1.51Tcf which increased to 1.99Tcf in 2000.USSR exploited a
lot of its gas fields in 1960s and 1970s, so old gas reserves, Uchkyr and Yangikazgan, became
decline in productions. Now, Uzbekistan is not only paying consideration on existing fields but
also exploring new reserves. The republic is rich in hydrocarbon reserves, among them the oil
discovery at Karakhtay in the Angren valley, rivals the total hydrocarbon reserves of Kuwait.
(Effendi, 1995) There are five major regions, occupying vast area, having rich gas and oil
reserves:


Bukhara-Khivinsky region



Usturtsky region



Fergansky



Surhandarinsk



South-Western Gissar

The republic is the 4th largest gold producer in the world, (Roy, 2000, 193) stands 3 rd largest
producer in the CIS. About 1/3 of the former USSR‟s gold was produced from Uzbekistan in
Kyzyl-Kum desert. (Khan, 101, 1999) It has major deposits of gold and its production was 80
tons in 1999.
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CHAPTER: 03

CENTRAL ASIA IN WORLD SCENAREO
Central Asia has been an important region throughout the history and its cultural and geographic
everlasting and deep –rooted influence can be seen on every part of the world. The contemporary
significance of the region in world scenario reflects their economic importance geographic
location, the character of their relations with other countries, primarily with neighboring
countries, as well as their role at regional and global level. The region is presently a vital area for
world politics particularly for hydrocarbon outbursts which not only powerfully reshaped the
world, but also presented a peril or risk to the regional security. (Frank, 1992) All players are
interested to hunt their economic approach and assure their access to energy resources of the
region. This chapter will try to study geoeconomic interests of regional/global powers towards
Central Asia, analyzing the energy issues, powers interests in the region, especially in the field of
geoeconomic (energy reserves, minerals and transit routes) indicating the interest of global
powers ,main emphasis will be on US, Russia and China as well as powers interference in the
region. The main emphasis is given to Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan and India.

3.1

Major Powers Interests in Central Asia

Prior to the 17th century, Central Asia worked as a bridge between East and West, also linked
the north and south territories and served as centre of religious, scientific, economic and cultural
development of the Islamic world.(Linn,2005) Central Asia was an enigma of mystery, locked
out from the rest of the world after the Bolshevik revolution in 1917. During seventy years of
Russian rule, Central Asian trade closely bounded between the enclosed region and the Soviet
Union. The economy of USSR was regarded as the second largest in the world, which became
Lethargic and placed for ultimate dissolution. However, the breakup of the Soviet Union
reopened the region once again in the world.

56 | P a g e

One significant geopolitical consequence of the dismemberment of the Soviet Union was
increasing deep political and commercial competition to control the vast energy resources of the
newly independent and weak states of Central Asia, which have now become the apple of
discord for Central Asia. (Hill, 1997, 200) As they started to define their political orientation, the
outcome seemed to attract the interests of various regional and extra-regional countries; hence
they made attempts to overcome this situation. Moreover, while Russia‟s influence weakened,
these newly independent states applied different parameters to gain national consolidation and
regional economic and political alliances, thereby aroused security and policy issues that did not
exist before the disintegration of Soviet Union. Nevertheless, the US, as the winner of the Cold
War and consequently becoming the sole superpower of the world, was enthusiastic in Central
Asia. Three main paradigms of the American foreign policy during the Cold War were:
 Containing the territorial expansion of the USSR,


Restraining its ideological spread,

 Encouraging the development of the global economy along the leadership with the
promotion of the principles of democracy and free market in these states.
With the fall of the USSR, two previous patterns of action were dismissed, while the latter one
remained significant requiring along US leadership an active involvement of other economically
and politically powerful international actors, such as Japan and the European Union. Central
Asia, the most packed region, received the US attention after gaining independence. In broadspectrum, the policy makers viewed US presence in the region to support the region and averting
regional powers. The US tried to “contain” these areas under the curtain of various alignments
systems. Thus, Turkey, Iran and Pakistan became important areas or colonies of US policy, while
Korea and Vietnam became its battleground. It was predicted future of US to approach the world
will be far more decentralized and disaggregated than it has been true for half a century.(Hunter,
2005: 6). Moreover, the US has decided to invest in political and economic spheres in Central
Asian region, which not only holds massive hydrocarbon reserves but also holds ex-Soviet
nuclear weapons, (Bhatia) which has made it significant in world scenario.
The US has multidimential interests in the region. The strong unique position of US also
attracted these states to cooperate and look towards the US as it can provide best assistance in
economic and technical fields. The region can receive economic assistance through international
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trade from US and regional trade with adjacent countries. The US can offer technical facilities,
goods and resources as well as economic guidance to Central Asia. (Linn, 2005) In respond, US
can get access from its plethora natural resources. This mutual cooperation will promote the US
economy by importing natural resources from Central Asia.
During the Bush administration, the US was the first country to open embassies in the capital of
every republic, and then very soon established Defense Attaché office at these embassies to
articulate goals for establishing US relations .The US tried to support them for peaceful selfdetermination, respect for existing borders, support for democracy and respect for international
laws and obligations (Anwar, 1996). The administrations of George Bush and Bill Clinton
attempted to cope with the reality of post Cold War world structure employing tools of “new
world order” and “dollar diplomacy” respectively (Kazi,2007).
Central Asia was caught firmly into geopolitical calculations because of massive natural
resources and some of these were immediately engulfed in ethnic conflicts as well as were ill
experienced for self governance. In spite of the rick of hegemony, manipulate and defense, the
new playing area of Central Asia was more complex by variety of problems which include intraregional dispute, political instability, competition among multinational firms, and lack of
commercial expertise. (Forsythe, 1996, 6) Though Central Asian states have physical possession
on their oil and gas reserves, yet, they do not have capital and technology that would let them go
into production alone, a fact which brings the foreign investors with a share in production and
revenues. The US involvement in Central Asia has different parameters. Central Asia has
become significant in the eyes of US for two reasons:


US entrance to the energy and mineral resources of Central Asia.,



To secure peace in a central core around which regional powers (Russia, China, Iran,
and Turkey and weak government such as the Taliban) are interested to gain
advantage from the region.

Mackinder‟s vision of the heartland controlling the world island is becoming all the more evident
with each passing day ,So the US wish to alienate the Eurasian world by following myopic
policies in which nuclear proliferation seems to be the end. All of its global vision for the future
is to ensure peace, attain influence and gain economic access in the region . (Effendi, 1998)
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Today, the US has become not only an economic, political and military force in Central Asia,
thereby starting to occupy a niche which was earlier occupied only by Russia (Khan, 219). The
main factor behind the US energy politics is not only its hegemonic and defense plan but to
counter China from influencing in the region. The US multidimential focus towards Central Asia
is given below.

3.2

The US Thirst for Oil

Energy resources are working as an engine of economic development for Central Asia.
Revenues from trade, oil transit and petro-chemicals, can enhance the region. (Cohen) US energy
demands has highlighted imperative attention to the fact that Central Asia has surplus
hydrocarbon reserves.
The US economic growth has put it to lead the world in oil consumption, having 17 million
barrels a day in 1991, out of this quantity, 50% is imported, so reliance on oil imports is expected
to increase progressively in the next decade. The EIA reports that US crude oil output averaged
at 7.7 million barrels per day (bpd), expected to exceed 8.8 million bpd by 2014. In 2011, the US
consumed a total of 6.87 billion barrels and 7.0 in 2010, shared about 22% of total world
petroleum consumption for both years. (http://www.eia.gov/)

Because of massive energy

reserves, it was predicted that there would reply of „the Great Game‟ played by global actors and
regional actors adjacent to the region. Yet the US rejected the notion. Former Secretary of State,
Strobe Talbot said that:
“In pondering and practicing the geopolitics of oil, let‟s make sure that we are thinking in terms
appropriate to 21st century and not the 19th century. Let‟s leave Rudyard Kipling and George
McDonald Fraser where they belong on the shelves of fiction. This „Great Game of 19 th century,
was much of the zero-sum game variety. What we want help bring about is just the opposite; we
want

to

see

all

responsible

players

in

the

Caucasus

and

Central

Asia

be

winner.”(http://www.cacianalysti.org).
The significance of Central Asia for the US is not as a „bulwark against regional powers, nor it
is to protect on trade but concerns tied in the exploitation of Caspian Sea energy resources. (Hill,
2005, 231) The US interests in Caspian basin are due to:


The high-quality oil is in Caspian Sea and its littoral states,
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The huge quantity of this oil is required to export because the needs of the producing
countries are relatively low,



The states are poor with less capital and lack of advanced technology. In short the
objective of US energy policy has been focused on fostering the development of multiple
pipelines and links to foreign consumers and producers of energy (Blank, 2008).

The 21st century has focused upon the significance of energy resources and command and control
over energy transit routes, deemed to be a key to peace and prosperity for global energy security.
The US strategic economic interests encircle to bring the region closer to the world market and
generate international economic relations between the regional states and Europe. The US
character as a focal force in promoting new energy routes declares that she wants to keep away
Russia and to transport energy resources through Iran. The US proposal of Trans-Caspian gas
pipeline project is a substitute to the Russian Caspian route. (Suzdaltsev, 2009) The extension of
the Caspian Pipeline Consortium and the development of the Kazakhstan Caspian Transport
System Project will offer the opportunity of receiving increased oil production out of the Caspian
into world markets (Burns, 2009). The US specific interest in Central Asia is to develop energy
pipelines and to control these routes. (Chaudhry, 2012)

3.3

Geopolitical Perspective

In geopolitical goal, we can evaluate the „Geopolinomics goals‟ of the US in Central Asia. The
US is interested to assist these states to extract and develop their energy reserves which will
bring economic development that would support the republics to retreat from the Russian sphere
of influence. Other objectives include the repression of Iran and strengthening of Turkey‟s
secular model in the region. The Starr‟s concept of GCAP, an idea of economic and transport
hub well illustrates the Geopolinomics goal of US in Central Asia. (Starr, 2008)

3.4

Economic Perspective

The US economy is the leading national economy in the world with GDP of $14.66 trillion in
2010 (Fact Book, 2013). The US as the largest trading nation in the world, with strong economy
can boost the Central Asian economy through its wide-ranging trade system, thus she is trying to
establish high-level bilateral mechanisms with each Central Asian states. The US relations with
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Uzbekistan were cool in the beginning but recently have improved. In 2008, US trade with
Kazakhstan was $2.6 billion in total (two way) trade, due to this trade, Kazakhs economy is
flourishing. The US benefited from Kazakh‟s natural resources: mineral fuels, oils, iron, steel,
ores,

slag,

ash,

inorganic

chemicals

(uranium),

and

other

base

metals,

(titanium).

(http://www.traveldocs .com/kz/ economy.htm). US have invested in oil and natural gas sector in
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, and consecutive management has supported diverse export routes
to the West. The US policy towards Kyrgyzstan is to support its civil society. US can benefit
from Kyrgyz iron ore deposits which are estimated around five billion tons. US can also develop
relations with Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan in energy sector and can access many other natural
resources. In Tajikistan, the US concentrated on developing support to boost the weak economy
of Tajikistan. US have also focused on economic reforms in Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.
(Nichol, 2006).
From economic point of view, the growth in oil sector means not only investment prospects for
the US in the field of oil but US will be in a position to control new energy resources and
diversify its supply with its own sources. So far as the socio-economic strength of the region is
concerned, the US is playing an effective role. Since, 1993, the US provided more than 2.2
billion dollars in overall support to the Central Asian states, which increased to 34 % in
1998.The US made efforts to develop a Eurasian transportation corridor, to remove trade hurdles
in the region, and to create a wide regional market by developing the Central Asian Free
Economic Zone that is more attractive to the US. Its strategic objective is to deteriorate the
position of OPEC in the world energy markets by extra supply of Central Asian Energy
resources in the world market.

3.5

Defense and Security Issues

The US primary interest in security is to prevent the „Afghanization‟ of Central Asia and the
spawn of more terrorist groups with transitional reach. For this, US focus is on strong security
ties with all Central Asian states (Hill, 231, 2005). The US took following radical steps in the
area of energy security:


First of all, under the motivation, NATO extended its Central Command Area of
Responsibility (CENTCOM) beyond the conventional line of Cold War era and included
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into it the whole region of Central Asia. In 1994, the Central Asian states joined NATO‟s
Partnership Programme for Peace (PfP).


The US momentous achievement is the successful and complete de-nuclearization of the
region. All the nuclear armaments and warheads and uranium were transferred in a
systematic way from the depots of Central Asia to Russia. The US is determined to make
peace, stability, sovereignty, and security in Central Asia. Thus, Central Asia has begun
transformation of economic, political, and cultural change, under the strategic sheet of
US.

3.6

Transport Infrastructure

As far as the Central Asian republics are concerned, they are still dependent on Russia because
of the design and layout of the whole infrastructure of the region which was constructed during
the Soviet rule according to the economic and strategic demands of Moscow. Besides this,
Russia is making efforts to construct more pipelines to transfer Central Asian energy resources
through Russian land. In this scenario, the US has adopted its own policy of multiple routes,
which meant to diversify the energy resources of the region so as to avert the dependency of the
region on those countries which are not friendly with US. Thus, he tried that there should be at
least one or more than one pipeline routes which should cross through the area of countries other
than China, Russia and Iran.

3.7

US Foreign Policy for Central Asia

US foreign policy in Central Asia is based on the following principles:


To exploit the energy resources of the region. (Saleem,2013)



The US wants to assist the republics of Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan and help them to
move away from the Russian sphere of influence.



To support actively American companies in oil development and the construction of
pipelines to channelize the oil to the West.



To channelize the oil coming from Central Asia into the international markets in order to
diversify its own sources of supply to keep oil prices at low levels.
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To reinforce the role of Turkey in the region, while at the same time trying to maintain
the policy of containment and isolation of Iran. Thus, it has actively lobbied for a pipeline
to transport oil from Baku to the Turkish port of Ceyhan.



To counter China because the US sees China as major barrier in the way of its interests.

After 9/11, the US realized the support of Central Asia, is necessary in war against terrorism.
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian affairs, Elizabeth Jones said that the
geographical location of CARs would play a significant role in the war against terrorism. (Zeb,
2004) So they developed Central Asia as the main focus or center of US foreign policy. The US
considers that economic growth in the region will promote regional stability. The US was
extremely

involved in the region before 9/11 to attain its economic and security interests and to

establish itself as a major regional power (Blank 2001, 127). After 9/11 attack, US expanded its
security role in all states involving them in war against terrorism. The US supremacy in the
region has endured many setbacks, as:


The main setback was given by Sino-Russian joint venture in trade as close partners.
(Bigg 2005)



SCO platform by issuing a declaration for US forces to provide timetable for the
withdrawal of their military bases from the region. (Carlson,2007,166)



There was a crack between US-Uzbek relations when Uzbek President decided to evict
the US from the base. Though, major factor was pressure from China and Russia.
(Synovitz 2005)



Iran was given the status of observer in SCO June 2006, a call for the SCO to become a
“powerful body” (Cody 2006).



The involvement of big powers in the region is considered as „arising of a new Great
Game (Kleveman 2003).

3.8

The US Policy in Central Asia after 9/11

After recognizing the newly independent states in the late 1991, the US developed diplomatic
approach to support democratization and responsible security policies and provided a
counterweight to the expansion of Russian, Chinese and Iranian influence. In the beginning, the
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US paid very little attention to Central Asia, in spite of capped energy reserves and its
geostrategic location.
After 9/11, the region has been appeared as a center of war against terrorism, which has spurred
the US policy makers to increase new and modify proper relationships with Central Asia.
(Saleem, 2013) The five independent states emerged as front line states in the war against
terrorism, provided support for coalition anti-terrorism operations in Afghanistan. Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan provided access to airbases as well as hosted coalition troops. The
Kyrgyz‟s government played active role in war against terrorism and Manas, its airbase,
provided logistic support in war against terrorism. As a result of this support, US increased its
aid from $24.4 million to $41.5 million in 2009, (Saleem, 2013) which demonstrates U.S. foreign
policy‟s movement towards the region for protecting and promoting its interests.
In 2003, both Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan sanctioned coalition military action in Iraq, at least
two dozen Kazakh‟s troops served in Iraq until late 2008. No doubt, the US has diverse interests
in these states. Such as US interests in Kazakhstan is to secure and eliminate Soviet-era nuclear
and biological weapon and amenities. Colin Powell, the Secretary of State told the House
International Relations Committee that “The US will have a continuing interests and presence in
Central Asia of a kind that we could not have dreamed before.”(http://www.thirdworldtraveler.
com/Central_ Asia).
There are suspicions that the US is fighting the war in Afghanistan to „gain control over oil and
gas enriched Central Asian states, which will possibly cross through Afghanistan and
Baluchistan (Pakistan) (Daily Jang, 11 December, 2009). In short, Central Asia‟s economic
growth and political stability and partnership with US can generate more reliable partners to
combat global challenges. Afghanistan and Central Asian Security and stability are interrelated
upon continued partnership of each other. Central Asian energy reserves /transit routes are
considered not only as source or force in the global economy but can bring economic prosperity
in the region. (Burns, 2009)Iran is an influential civilization in the region and its role as a nationstate provides an opportunity to help in linking various neighboring states to one another. The
US concentration in the region is also linked to prevent Iran from gaining influence in Central
Asian republics (Pahlevan, 1998).
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3.9 Russia in Central Asia
Central Asian States can be viewed as Russian colonies. Dominant and exploiting nature Russia
oppressed these colonies and drew an iron curtain around the Muslim territories of Central Asia.
Apart from the religious campaigns, the objective of Soviet ethnic and race policy was to cut off
the ethnic nationalities of Muslim Central Asia from its bordering countries of Afghanistan, Iran
and Turkey (Ali, 1995). The history of Central Asia and Russia is inseparable, sometimes one
region dominated the other and at other times Vice Versa. The vast Eurasian Steppe land made
an open scene for staging the historical drama of several peoples that have clashed one against
the other to build up the panorama of world history. (Dani, 1996)
For several centuries, Russia played the role of a sovereign great power due to large geographical
size ,its remoteness from attacking powers; its strong control over resources and its low level of
dependence on the world economy made Russia an autonomous player in world politics in spite
of its relative backwardness. The history reveals that from the nineteenth century and even in the
eighteenth century, most of Central Asia was part of Russian Empire. The historical legacy left
strong marks not least in the economic and security spheres, even today several levels of
influence as cultural and ethnic ties shows imprints of historical bonds. Since the breakup of
Soviet Union, Russia has recognized the Central Asian region as an area of decisive importance
for its core strategic interests. Inspite of Soviet‟s physical withdrawal from Central Asia, her
ghostly existence is still experienced in the region (Shaumian, 1998, 62).
The fall of the USSR on December 1991, was an unmitigated disaster for all nations, emerged
from the desiccated covering of the Soviet Union. The design of their formation created
multistate competition for influence and control over these new states among various powers in
which Russia was the leading force in the area. The competition was to gain positions of
leverage over the energy-economic politics, i.e. production, pipelines and energy deposits that
were not only essential to Central Asia‟s integration with the world economy and economic
progress yet were highlighted under the shadow of Mackinder‟s vision of “whoever controls the
energy economy will determine the destiny of the region”. The real trauma in the post Soviet
states began over the USSR‟s infrastructure that was originally designed to benefit the USSR.
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3.10

Russian Involvement in Central Asia

President Putin took interest in the region, since he termed the region as “Near Abroad”, a term
used by Russian Federation in 1993. Russian policy makers formulated a union of Central Asian
States within the framework of CIS under Russian leadership. Russian motives behind this
strategy were to gain supremacy in the region politically, economically and militarily. Russia‟s
interests in the region are striking similar to those of the US.
In 1991, Russia emerged as successor of the USSR; a question arose that what path Russia would
take so to retain its past magnificence. In 1991, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a Russian scholar
concerned that Russia should escape from the burden of these states, so let them to do their own
business. This was the period of economic transition for Russia as her economy was collapsed.
To reform its economic and social system, David Roche estimated that Russian needs were $76
to $167 billion each year (Bhatty, 2012). To overcome these problems, Russia moved towards
the west for economic assistance, yet they announced a five year, $24 billion aid package that
was very little for its large size in terms of area and ranked 7 th in terms of population for Russian
collapsed economy. The west cold response in providing economic assistance and its huge
requirements to rebuild its economy forced him to focus on the Central Asian Republics, so
Russia made utmost possible efforts to keep these states in her sphere of influence by increasing
her control over energy resources and developing infrastructure in pipeline networks.
Russia also exploited the threat of extremism in Central Asia, so it joined with the US war
against terrorism to strengthen herself internally and externally to combat separatist movements
and to maintain her positive image in Central Asia as well as in the world (Kondapalli, 2010).
Russia counted on long term economic, military and cultural constraints in order to maintain its
influence in the region (Roy, 2000, 194).

In fact, Russia wants to see undemocratic and flimsy

Central Asia in the fields of security and the economy to keep her hold on these states because
weak states are in Russia‟s interests to keep them reliant on Russia.

3.11

Russia’s Foreign Policy towards Central Asia

Russia‟s objectives in Central Asia are connected to a variety of wider foreign policy objectives.
Russian Foreign policy announced it as a “great power…one of the most dominant centres of the
modern world…..having control to maintain security in the world both on global and regional
level”.
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From, the mid-1990s to 1991; Russia involved herself in internal reforms and then focused on
joining Europe, thus paid no interest in security and economic spheres in Central Asia. The
proverb „no gardener, no garden‟ properly depicts the consequences of Russia‟s policy toward
Central Asia in the early 1990s. Russia lost her grounds in the region because of missing
promotion in the security, economic, and political and reduced level of access to Central Asian
natural resources domain. During the mid 1990s, Russian foreign policy perceived a new
direction and she progressively took more interest in the region. Russian key interests in the
region were mainly concerned in economic, energy and security spheres. Russian struggle in
economic activity, aimed primarily at hydrocarbon transport and transit network. Therefore,
Russia resorts to block energy production and to prevent foreign firm‟s activities in Central Asia
(Blank, 1995: 1). Russian Foreign policy under Putin‟s aims was to analyze the changes of
Russian policies in Central Asia and to discuss and revise all implementation in the region. In
fact, traditionally, Russia views the region as its backyard (Jonson, 2004 & Ahmer, 1995).
Primarily, Russian interests in the region are determined by the security goals. Russia is trying to
reintegrate these states into an economic, political and ultimately military union. All these
policies indicate Russian efforts to approach a new economic model and hence to gain militarypolitical hegemony over the region. Russia also desires to hold on the lucrative benefits accruing
these states as key players in the world energy business. Thus, she wants to restrict Central Asian
states exports and redirects energy trade flows to it and its transport network. (Blank, 1995, 3)
Russia has various opportunities to invest and expertise in the region. Because of Russia‟s longterm interests in the region, its confrontation to the US role and influence is quite normal. Russia
has its own control and influence in the region for the last about 200 years. This is particularly
because these states still depend on the Russian army for the protection of their borders and oil
lines. During the period, 1999-2000, Putin‟s policies became an instrument in strengthening
Russia‟s position in the region. Russia not only strengthened its close ties with China, but
developed close links with Pakistan and the Muslim world. Russia has also tried to strengthen
regional economic and security blocs in Central Asia in order to prevent the states from US
influence. The region has lost its previous significance to Russian as military buffer zone.
Russia‟s major concerns are:
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3.12

Geographic Proximity

The geographical significance of Central Asia lies in the fact that it forms a natural and highly
controlled buffer between Russia and other states. (Shaumian, 1998: 62) The geoeconomic value
of Central Asia depends upon its energy reserves, proximity to the rising power of China and
the old imperial master Russia and bordering with Afghanistan, a‟ theatre of war. Russian mutual
borders with Central Asian region are more than 7,000 km long, with significant industrial
potential, concentrated either in close vicinity to the border or partially run through Kazakhstan‟s
territory cannot be neglected. Due to its adjacent boundaries with Central Asia, the republic
attracts the utmost attention from Russia. Kazakhstan constitutes a huge frontier belt which can
separate or unite the core of Central Asia with Russia as gigantic northern Eurasia as viewed by
Russians. (Belokrenitsky, 1998)
Kazakhstan, a largest landlocked country in the region is located on both sides of Ural River,
spanning two continents Europe and Asia. Russian interests in Kazakhs republic are closely tied
with joining borders and huge energy reserves, placed in Kazakhstan.

Russia exercised

diplomatic and bilateral relations with Kazakhs and signed more than 300 treaties and
agreements in various fields. On October, 2012, Putin met his Kazakhs counterpart, Nazarbayev,
both agreed to refresh the ties by preparing grounds for new agreements.
Kazakhstan is the only Central Asian republic which is a nuclear state and possesses the potential
to develop into a great industrialized country (Dani, 1996: 152). Due to Kazakhs proximity to
Russia, it developed diplomatic and friendly relations by strengthening transport and trade ties
with Kazakhs people. In 1992, the president of Kazakhstan signed a treaty of friendship,
cooperation and mutual assistance with Russia. In 1995, Kazakh president visited Moscow and
both issued a declaration concerning bilateral relations (Belokrenitsky, 1998: 56). The desire to
modify ties with Central Asia coexists in Russia with the fear of seeking another power fill the
vacuum in the region. This double concern determines the prevailing logic of Russian strategy.
Kazakhs oil and gas determine a major role in Russian Foreign Policy.

3.13

Energy Diplomacy

Energy has become the symbol of 21 st century geopolitics, with growing interest to be drawn to
Russia and Central Asia as major suppliers of oil to western markets. Russia wants to be great
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player, with having mechanized and latest transit network. Thus Russia has developed strong ties
with Central Asia in energy sector and utilizing is transit energy projects.
Russia‟s another major interest in the region is new focus on transit routes and on gas to expand
markets .The major key factor for Russia‟s interest in Central Asia depends upon its own
stability for smooth import of energy from the region. Russian long-term interests in Central
Asia are to keep these states in its sphere of influence and to maintain stability in Central Asia
that is obligation for the smooth import of oil and gas from Central Asia. Russia wants to prevent
Central Asia from any pipelines links with regional staes as it fears that it would strengthen the
region, while Russia wants weak Central Asia. By manipulating its position as transit energy
route to Europe, Russia adopted diplomatic strategy with Central Asian states. Gazprom, the
Russian leading company has control over all gas pipelines leading out of Central Asia, and thus
controls their approach to the European market.
Russian main policy revolves around energy geopolitics. The region is significant due to natural
and energy resources and in terms of infrastructure left over from the Soviet era such as railways,
pipelines, and space observations systems. The vast mineral and natural resources in Central
Asia makes the most resource rich area in the world. Only finance and technology is required to
tap these and make the region into the richest, exceeding both the potentials of Europe and the
US.
Central Asia is a major supplier of energy to the EU markets via Russian networks. Central
Asia‟s allure for Russia is connected with vital geopolitical position, economic and trade
opportunities, enduring Russian cultural impact and ethnic links. (Presence of Russian-speaking
communities) The region is still home to seven million Russians and reckoned about four million
migrant workers from Central Asia in Russia. These republics are tending to reduce the weight of
Russian influence. The main breakthrough in Central Asia has been made by the US in oil and
gas field. The endorsement of the US to the trans-Caspian Baku-Ceyhan pipeline is a clear
indication of the US strategic design to bypass both the Russians and the Iranians (Roy, 2000:
200).

3.14

Economy and Security

Under Soviet rule, the national economy of Soviet Union developed as a single economic
mechanism or as a single „giant‟ super plant in which the economies of the regions and republics
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played the role of workshop they could not exist in isolation but were integral part of the whole.
(Vassiliev, 2001) Historical heritage shows close trade ties between Russia and Central Asia.
During the period 1801-1820, Russian trade with the Khanates (Bukhara, Khiv, Khokand) of
Central Asia increased from one million to four million. Within the same period, the exports of
Turkistan (Central Asia) to Russia rose from two million to six million which shows close
relations between Russia and Turkistan. (Holt, 1970, 508) To sustain its strong presence in
Central Asia, Russia has provided economic assistance to the Central Asian states. In 1993 for
example, Russia provided $17 billion in aid to ex-Soviet republics.
Today, Russia„s utmost consciousness is security of its own territory which has been terrorized
by the spillover from Afghanistan through Central Asia„s militancy, terrorism and drug
trafficking. Together Russia, Iran and Central Asia hold more than half of the world gas reserves,
so Russia wants to develop close bonds with them in energy sector. (Hill, 231, 2005) Russian
energy security wants to retain its role in gas production and export in Central Asia. The links
between Russia and Central Asia still have more to do. Russia‟s long-term interests in Central
Asia are directly connected with its security and economic progress which can be summarized as
follows:
1. Political and economic stability.
2. To preserve various contacts between Russia and Central Asia.
3. To prevent the spread of terrorism and Islamic extremism.
4. To preserve communication crossing Russia.
5. Access to new transport arteries.
6. Access to oil and gas pipelines oriented to „far abroad‟. (Effendi, 31, 1998)
Russia‟s economic policy in Central Asia is based on her interest to have access to the transport
routes through Central Asia and to the markets to retain control over the supply of metals,
strategic and raw materials from the region. Indeed, it is successfully overcoming its previous
„enclave‟ character by integration into the world economy. (Effendi, 51) Indeed, a new Russian
Empire possibly might search for increase exclusive control over the region‟s pipelines and limit
US access (Cohen, 1997).
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Russia also wants to restore Soviet –era communications and trade network between Russia and
Central Asia. For this, Russia has taken initiative to rejuvenate the former North-South
transportation corridor from Russian Baltic ports down the Volga River, across the Caspian to
Central Asia and then Iran, and from there to Pakistan and then India. All this shows the
Russians economic interests rather than security concerns. Russia is a key to restore trade and
communication, and to transform Central Asia into a route for licit rather than illicit trade
between Europe, Afghanistan and South Asia. Without cooperation between Russia and the US,
the prospects for peace in Central Asia are fairly slim.

3.15

Cultural and Ethnic Bonds

These states with cultural, ethnic and economic connectivity have not yet played any noteworthy
role in regional and global politics. The Central Asian people have a great sense of obligation
and despite some atrocities committed by the Communists, they still like to be friends and
brothers of the Russians because they know that both in adversity and prosperity, will march
shoulder to shoulder (Dani, 1996: 63). All the states have rulers from Soviet era, their political,
economic and social structures are still in the “burgeoning” phase .They are dependent on Russia
in various fields. Although, Russia lost this influence in 1991, now wants to recover and improve
her control in the region so that it can maintain to benefit by proxy. Russia wants to eliminate the
„extremist‟ from the region and is interested in the so called war against terrorism. The US is
trying to get strong foothold in the region, it would be certainly difficult for Russia. To control
over the resources of Central Asia, a flaming competition between Russia and the US has started,
having two dimensions:


To control of oil production.



The legal status of Caspian Sea.

Russia claims that it is not subject to the Law of the Sea because it is an inland lake. Thus there
should be an agreement among all five coastal states. On the other hand, the US claims that the
Caspian Sea is just a sea, and as such should be divided into national sectors, tried to defend her
interests in the Caspian Sea reserves. (Lloyd, 1995) Russia thinks Caspian as its traditional
sphere of influence. Russia sees the competition over Caspian oil not only the deterioration of its
geopolitical position but also the loss of key economic resources and their potential revenues.
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Russia has cooperated with Iran to counterbalance Azerbaijan‟s and Kazakhstan‟s claims in the
Caspian Sea. Russia has become aware of the geopolitical role of energy, so aims to use her oil
and gas tool as a means to support foreign policy plans and objectives .No doubt, it is clear that
there can be no game unless Russia is invited to the table (Ebel, 1995).

3.16

Russian Policy after 9/11

Central Asia used to be called the “backyard” of the former Soviet Union. These nations,
particularly Kazakhstan was important strategically for Russia. However, after the USSR‟s
collapse, the influence of Russia began to wane in Central Asia. After 9/11, the US became the
dominate player in Central Asia, and the region become „power great arena‟ for major powers of
China, Russia and the US. (Kondapalli, 2010) After 9/11, the Russian followed a protective
policy; top level leadership made a number of visits in these republics, especially with
Uzbekistan as it was tilting towards the US. So, President Putin visited to Uzbekistan in August
2003.Nevertheless, Russia‟s reassertion in the region is manifestation of her design which
includes.


To prevent traditional influence.



To participate in economic development.



To stop the arms and drug flow from her south.



To prevent US and Western involvement in the region in the up gradation of „regional
hydrocarbon reserves and construction of new pipelines.

Russia consolidated her position by opening of a base at Kant near Bishkek on October 23, 2003,
just a few kilometers away from US base which was used to support operations in Afghanistan
(The Nation 2003, October, 24).
On March, 2001, Russia achieved a remarkable victory inaugurating the 1st major pipeline in the
resource rich Caspian Sea region, which runs from Kazakhstan‟s well known „Tengiz oil field to
Russia‟s Black Sea port of Novorosisk.This route is comparatively free of natural obstacles,
unlike the US backed route, which crosses through Caucasus Mountains. Some analyst says that
the pipeline competition is a blow to the US policy. Yet the US welcomed the formal completion
of the construction of this pipeline. Philip T.Reeker, the Deputy Spokesman of the US
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Department of State said, “The US

main concern to this project is due to the significance of the

project as a link to world market” (Central Asia http://www.eurasianet.org).

3.17

Joint Venture between Russia and China

China and Russia share long border and both want peaceful and friendly ties in Central Asia.
Both should proceed from reality to explore new ways for further bilateral cooperation. (Faust,
112, 2007)Both Russia and China entered into new “business cooperation” stage when they
moved from relations based on friendship to a strategic partnership. A brief summary of the main
objectives of Chinese to strengthen relations with Russia and Central Asia are given below.
1. China wants to revive the glory of the Chinese Civilizations which is essence of its
„peaceful development policy‟.
2. China wants to create united front against US to keep their influence out of Central Asia.
3. China wants to diversify the sources of energy resource imports.
4. China wants to transfer military technology. ( Kondapalli,2010) To gain these objectives,
both China and Russia made joint venture to prevent US out of the region.
These republics established a regional platform named Commonwealth of Independent States
(CIS) under the shade of Moscow to handle their problems. The civil war in Tajikistan gave
momentum to Russian worries, so she signed a treaty of friendship, cooperation and mutual
assistance with the republic of Tajikistan on May, 25, 1993.

Islam Karimov, Uzbekistan

president visited Moscow on March 2, 1994 and made several agreements. President of
Kazakhstan also made visit to Moscow in April, 1994 and many agreements were signed
between them. Russia considers the region as her „natural sphere of influence‟. (Saleem, 2013)
The reality is that Russia has regained her economic dependence upon Central Asia, yet the
Central Asian republics are confident that their massive hydrocarbon reserves would attract
foreign investors whose money would release their economies from Russian dependence.
Security and economic factors have been playing a key role in shaping Russian perceptions and
policies in Central Asia.
Russia controls majority of oil export routes from Caspian basin and Central Asia. US zealously
interest to exploit the untapped natural resources of the Central Asia and Caspian region is the
need of hour. It is expected that by 2050, Central Asia could account for 80 % of US oil supply.
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Indeed, the presence of regional actors particularly Russia, China, Iran are posing a threat to the
US to achieve their objectives in the region. (Saleem, 2013) Energy is a major factor in RussianChinese relations. Russia, one of the largest energy producer and China, the world‟s 2 nd largest
energy consumer and is projected to become the biggest by 2030 is scrambling for access to
Central Asia oil and gas resources and to control over transport network. Thoug hthey have
conflict in various ways, yet have not political disputes. (Financial Times, 2011: Jan-Dec 4)

3.18

China in Central Asia

China has set an outstanding example of good relations with Central Asian states without
interfering in their internal affairs (Syed & Siddique, 1994). Chinese policies towards Central
Asian countries serve no exemption as her leaders have been very pragmatic in establishing and
strengthening ties in Central Asia which is the most important region for China‟s internal
western security. Many Muslims live in Xinjiang, such as Uyghur, Tajik, Kazak and Uzbek,
persisting strong ethnic and cultural ties with the people of Central Asia, thus these nations wield
significant influence over Xinjiang,which

not only possess abundant mineral reserves yet shares

border with India, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan and Afghanistan. Some
Chinese believe that Central Asia is a critical point for international terrorists that use Central
Asia as an entry point into Xinjiang. Thus China‟s main strategy in the region is to prevent and
secure Xinjiang by developing economic and cultural ties with Central Asian states. To strike a
balance, in global, regional, geopolitical and economic interests, China needs to pursue an active
and balanced (Hu: 130) policy towards Central Asia.

3.19

Major areas of Chinese Interests in Central Asia

China‟s geographical position in Asia provides it with unique privileges. It borders with fourteen
of the other 42 countries in Asia and other by land and with several other countries in maritime
dimensions. Over the past fifteen years, the Chinese increasing economy has shifted it in to the
world's largest importer of key industrial input raw materials as well as the second-largest
importer of crude oil, has imported 180 million tones oil in 2008. (Kondapalli, 2010) At present,
more than 80 %of its energy imports and 85 %of Chinese trade moves by sea. China‟s growing
energy demand and anxiety over security and safety of sea lanes pushed them to raise diplomatic
profile of the country's globe-spanning economic needs. Yet in recent years, Chinese interest in
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the form of rapid expanding investment into energy projects in Central Asia and transport ties
linking the Chinese interior through South and Central Asia has given the shape of Chinese
policy.
The keystone for this process is the Xinjiang, having 3,700 Kms -long border with Central Asia,
the only feasible direct land route, or a bridge between the Han Chinese core provinces and the
rest of southern Eurasia, also contains the Karakoram pass, the only overland route to Pakistan
and in turn, to Gwader. (NDU Journal, 2001) Central Asian states are interested to establish
strong relations with China as they are conscious about China‟s influence and role in
international affairs. (Sarwar, 1996)
Chinese foreign policy towards Central Asia is not merely energy centric, but also concerns to
maintain ethno-political stability in its unstable northwest province of Xinjiang. Nevertheless,
the Central Asian relations with China meant trade and commercial links, (Vertzberger, 1983,
33) yet perception of stability and security in the region also involves China„s interests in the
region. (Lattimore, 1940, 171) China‟s mounting interests in the region determines China to play
a key role in international sphere in 21 st century by expanding its economic and political
influence and exploring mineral and energy wealth in CARs for its growing economy (Blank,
1995).
The energetic ties between China and Central Asia goes back to prehistoric times, when the
Great Silk Road, connecting China with the west passed through the Central Asian region. The
independence of CARs provided an opportunity to achieve his goal.
Firstly, China recognized the sovereignty of the CARs through establishing diplomatic relations
in 1991. Then China made many agreements of good neighborhood, amity and mutual assistance
with Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, strategic partnership with Kazakhstan and agreements on
borders demarcation with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. (Pop, 2010) In April, 1994, Li
Peng, then Chinese Prime Minister visited in Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan and developed
political relations and proposed four principles for political cooperation. These were:
1. Peaceful coexistence and maintenance of excellent neighborly relations with mutual
cooperation.
2. Promotion of economic prosperity.
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3. Non-interference in the Central-Asian internal affairs.
4. Respect of territorial integrity and sovereignty. ( Sherman,2000,392)
China has developed strong economic relations with Central Asia in energy and trade sector. The
growing economy of these states need to explore more areas of economic development .Their
statistical data showed rapid growth during the period 2001-2005, which grew 429% in
Kazakhstan, 718% in Kyrgyzstan, 1368% in Tajikistan, and 1067% in Uzbekistan (Henryk,
2000: 214). Central Asian leaders have also now interest in Chinese experience in switching
from a planned to a market economy. (Sarwar, 1994)China‟s involvement in the region can be
divided into four groups:
1. The strategic significance of Central Asia having potential to impact on global events.
2. Chinese geoeconomic interests, the role Central Asia can play in its future economic
prosperity mainly as a supplier of vital energy resources.
3. Security and political interest.
4. Multilateral approach to cooperate to achieve its shared interests. (Pop, 198, 2010)

3.20

China’s Energy Demand

Energy is the beating heart of China's interests in Central Asia. China, the world most populous
country, has rapid growing economy whose economic growth has given rise to its energy
demands. Recently, China has become the second highest energy consumer in the world,
exceeding Japan though still considerably trailing after the US. It is estimated that China‟s rapid
growing economy will drive energy demand growth of about 4.5% annually through 2015 (CSB,
2008). Moreover, China‟s demand for oil and gas has risen faster than its demand for coal.
China‟s growing demand for oil production is aggravated by the fact that the main oil fields are
in eastern China, which account for about 90% of total crude production and are currently in
decline. China with proven oil reserves of 16 billion barrels (bb), comprises a mere 2.3% of the
global total, a relative drop for a country that contains 22% of the world‟s total population.
(BPC, 2006) This estimate includes 390 million barrels (mb) of onshore reserves and 290 mb of
offshore reserves, divided between the East and South China Sea, (including the Taiwan Strait),
the „Yellow Sea, and the Bohai Gulf (Downs, 2000).
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China‟s natural gas supply is even more limited than oil. Proven gas reserves are listed at 41
trillion cubic feet, 0.8% of the world total. Natural gas production in China is expected to
increase from 654.6 billion cubic feet in 1995 to 3.8 trillion cubic feet in 2020, while demand is
expected to increase from 654.6 billion cubic feet in 1995 to 5.5 trillion cubic feet in 2020 (EIA,
2006). China‟s recent foreign energy strategy has grown into four splited approaches:
1. to develop multiple sources to import.
2. To explore new areas for increasing oil imports from Russia and Central Asia.
3.

To secure and diversify its access to overseas energy resources.

4. Security and stability (control over transit routes)
Central Asia is an important raw material and beneficial market for China. No doubt, in the past
China did little to influence Central Asia because of its own instability along its border areas
linking with Central Asia. Now China is interested to foster warm relations with each of the five
states. Yet, economic competition in Central Asia and regional and global actors influence in the
region is alarm for China.
China has placed Central Asia as one of “three strategy regions” for Chinese oil companies to
target. That was due to the reality that this regional focus appeared in the shadow of the US-led
„war on terror‟ in Afghanistan and later Iraq (Xu, 2006). Under the three strategy regions, China
has started to link-up energy pipelines from the vast oil and gas reserves of Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, and to a lesser extent Uzbekistan to China‟s western border. China‟s contiguity
with these countries, as well as its significant size, burgeoning economy and powerful military
also made it a potential major player in the region. The vast reserves of oil and gas, minerals and
metals in these stats are vital for China‟s industrial development, so it started evincing keen
interest.
China is increasing contacts with Kazakhstan in trade and energy sector. Kazakhstan, being the
leading trade partner has opened trade missions with China. (Khan, 1993) Trade volume between
Kazakhstan and Xinjiang was $ 1 billion in 1991 and doubled ($2 billion) in 1992, (Anwar,
1997: 188) now has been reached $400 million annually.
Suleymanov; the Kazakh‟s foreign minister visited China in 1992 and signed seven agreements
in various fields (Akhtar, 1995: 102). The key milestone in the field of communication was made
by constructing rail link between Urumqi-Alma Ata, covering about 1350 km distance ,started
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its 1st operation in 1992 (Syed & Siddique, 1994). China and Kazakhstan have signed an
agreement for laying a 3000 km pipeline to the Ala pass in the Chinese Xinjiang (Khan, 2006:
61). In 1997, the Chinese and the Kazak Government also signed a $9.5 billion agreement on oil
extraction in the Aktyubinsk and Ukhensk oil basins ( Khan,2006: 60). In 19997, China acquired
the rights of exploitation of oil fields in

Kazakhstan through its company (China‟s National

Petroleum Company) and then it was involved in the development of pipelines that would
transport oil and gas from Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan to China. In 1997, CNPC signed an
agreement to build a 3,000 km pipeline from western Kazakhstan to western China. The CNPC
has also agreed to construct a pipeline from Kazakhstan (the Uzen region) to the Turkmen‟s
border. (McCauley, 123, 2002) By investing in Central Asian states, China not only has pivotal
access to the region‟s natural resources but also has opportunity to contact with the region‟s
Government (Betta, 2000: 217).
China established diplomatic ties with Gas republic, i.e. Turkmenistan. In July2007, Turkmen
Government allowed a Chinese firm to develop land-based gas fields near the Uzbek border.
Turkmen‟s President signed an agreement to speedup implementation of an existing TurkmenChina gas pipeline project, these accords marks the latest stage in a shift in Turkmen policy
(Anwar, 2011). China established and expanded trade links in 2 nd half of the 1990s. Today, it has
become the 2nd largest trading partner of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.

3.21

Xinjiang and Adjacent Areas of Central Asia

The second dimension of Chinese interests is connected with Xiajiang, because of its proximity
with Central Asian states. The Chinese province of Xinjiang, spreading over 1.6 million sq Kms,
occupying over 1/6 of the total area of China, (Mesbani, 1993) was established as the door to
Mongolia .According to Oven Lattimore, The Chinese has effectively controlled Central Asia for
425 out of 2000 years (Anwar,1995).
China also sees the linking areas as a potential market, a source of energy and as a
communication bridge (Hill, 2005: 31). Chinese strategic and economic policy, governed by the
geopolitics of Xinxiang‟s nearness states, which can play constructive role in creating peace with
neighbors. (Behra, 2006, 201) Thus, China is paying attention to foster the development and
stabilization of its vast western province of Xinjiang.
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Xinjiang also accounts over 80%of the total Chinese trade volume. Trade level between Central
Asia and Xinjiang was $ 1 billion in 1991 and doubled ($2 billion) in 1992. (Anwar, 1997, 188)
One significant change in Chinese defense policy is China‟s security relationship with Russia;
both are concerned at the possible emergence of Islamic regimes in Central Asia which could
provide challenges to their security situations. No doubt, Xinjiang is considered China‟s soft
belly, yet to control over its oil, China is facilitating the region by developing transport network
in the province. The various sceneries which would be hostile to China‟s interests are:
1. A stable and prosperous Central Asia is in Beijing‟s interests.
2. To develop western province and counter terrorist activities.
3. Russian domination might exclude China.
4. American hegemony might exclude China.
China being a fast developing global power, has demonstrated no hegemonic designs in the
region .Yet ,Chinese leading objective is to sustain and

hold economic growth which can be

achieved only with peace and stability in the region (IPS Study, 2004).

3.22

Revival of Old Silk Road

China‟s relations with Central Asia are as old as the Silk route therefore, if the old Silk Route is
revived, then; Pakistan, China, Central Asia and Afghanistan will be linked by the traditional
trade route. Renewal of this old route is extremely favorable for all these countries for peace and
stability of the region (1994, 155). China can play a great role in economic relations if great
emporiums are developed in its western region. Kashgar, the old city can be developed further to
revive its old route for outside trade with the countries of Central Asia, Afghanistan, Iran and
Pakistan. The western region of China holds the key to the intensification of land trade with ECO
countries (Dani, 1996: 47, 49).

3.23

US Presence in the Region

Both Russia and China have strong reservations about US plans for long-term stay in the region
and fiercely oppose the US ambitions in the region. China thinks that the US presence in the
region is an attempt to encircle him (Saleem, 2013). So, she also fears the US involvement in the
region, thus she with the consultation of Russia tried vigorous efforts to ensure a leading role
played by SCO in politico-security sphere to counter the US influence in the region. China took
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determined and authentic steps while crafting her policy towards Central Asia. The US policy
makers think that to control over oil business and transit routes would make it to wield influence
over China‟s energy resource policies (Zichang, 2005: 9).

3.24

Joint Venture of Communist Bloc (China and Russia)

Both Moscow and Beijing, the regional powers and bordering Central Asia, are aware of US
involvement in the region, yet the establishment of US military bases in the region has added to
their national security alarm and threat perceptions. Beijing perceives the US presence in the
region as long-term project of encircling China, (Mayes, 2003, 129) while US scholars believes
that Beijing‟s Central Asia policy is shaped on four principal sets of interests which are: strategic
position, national security, border stability and economics and trade. (Gill & Oresman, 2003)
Russia in turn, defines the region as “near abroad,” and applying this policy, Russia wants to
have the CARs under control and influence. Though the Russian President Vladimir Putin was
one of the first leaders to declare his support for the U.S after 9/11, yet the Russia is also
concerned about America‟s presence in this region. (Zeb, 2004)
However,

Shanghai

Cooperation

Organization

(SCO)

and

Collective

Security

Treaty

Organization (CSTO) are the two main platforms that Russia and China are using to obstruct in
accomplishing the U.S. objective in the region. Hence, Russian and Chinese influence is the
main barrier for the U.S. to achieve its close, deep and long term objectives in the region. In
short, the region is at intersection of key Chinese foreign policy priorities, which are:
1.

The great power diplomacy

2.

The surrounding border diplomacy ( Khan,2006).

3. Peaceful borders with Central Asia which is pivotal in the economic development of
Xinxiang province and other western provinces
4. Diversify and access to the energy sources, essential for its economic growth
5. Expand China‟s influence beyond this region
6. To strengthen and develop eastern province (Xining)
In the near future, China will probably play an increasing active role in the region and will
conceivably supplant Russia as the dominant power of the region. (Swanstrom, 2000) In fact,
China‟s economic participation in Central Asia is closely associated to political incentives such
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as the maintenance to control over Xinjiang which is culturally and geographically an integral
part of Central Asia. Experts believe that NATO‟s plans are not for just security in Central Asia
but also to deter Russia‟s and China‟s growing influence in the region (http://www.
globalresearch.ca/nato-strengthens-position-in-central-asia-against-russia-china/30907).

PART B: Role of Regional Powers in Central Asia
3.b.1

India’s involvement in Central Asia

The Historical date reveals that India had closely linked with Central Asia by trade routes as well
as successive invasions on the subcontinent from the north-west. Cultural traffic flourished with
Central Asia, especially with Uzbekistan that attracted Indians. During the Cold War period,
India‟s presence in the region was mostly limited to cultural links. (Sahgal &Anand, 2010) The
historic event of independence of Central Asia provided an opportunity to India to rediscover the
roots of the links that had tied India to Central Asia for over two thousand years, from the 2nd
century B.C. until the 19th century (Strategic Studies, 2012). The dismemberment of the Soviet
Union provoked a shift in India‟s foreign policy in the 1990s away from cultural alliances and
towards a more pragmatic approach, signifying as „India‟s near abroad. In the beginning, India
tried to develop bilateral relations with Central Asia. In the Soviet era, India had enjoyed close
political links with the region for many decades and maintained much of its status as an old
friend of the Soviet era. Thus, India‟s policy towards Central Asia is dictated by political,
geostrategic and economic considerations. India‟s main goal in the region is to project itself as
„hegemonic model and to threaten Pakistan from the rear and deny it a strategic hinterland.
(Khan, 2004: 98,102).
Many factors are involved in carving Indian policy towards Central Asia. A bird‟s eye view is
given below:

3.b.2

Iranian Factor

India has traditionally attached great significance to its relations with Central Asia. Yet, despite
close historical and cultural contacts, these links have not progressed to the desired extent. The
key constraint as stumbling block that India faces is the lack of direct access to Central Asia. Iran
which provides alternative access to Central Asia, is an important but „tacit factor in IndiaCentral Asia relations. India‟s „Connect Central Asia Policy‟ was supposed to bolster New
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Delhi‟s NSTC initiative. The International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) which
would pass through Iran is still underdeveloped. The top priority in Indian‟s foreign policy is to
invest on Chahbahar port that would provide short and effective access to Central Asia and
provides an opportunity to bypass Pakistan. India is investing in Chahbahar to make it free trade
zone by developing infrastructure to secure its economic interests throughout the region and
reduce Pakistan‟s sphere of influence and compete with China. The Chahbahar port, located only
200 km from Gwader has added the significance in the light of purported Indian and Iranian
activities at Chahbahar. (Zeb, 2003) A proposal of 70 km railway line, linking India (Mumbai)
Chahbahar to Iran –Turkmen border (Gorgan) is also under consideration.(Ramish)

Iran‟s

president; Rafsanjani also proposed that India might make use of Iran as a route for contacts with
Central Asia. (Shaumian, 1998, 62) India also seeks to curb the growth of Iranian –backed
Islamic fundamentalism because it feels that it will create a destabilizing impact on Kashmir.

3.b.3

Russian Factor

India-Central Asia ties dates back to many centuries when trade routes connected the two
regions, 1st century under Kushan dynasty, later Buddhism was carried from the subcontinent to
Central Asia in Kanishka‟s region. Central Asian republics saw India through the official prisms
of Moscow. India has already good ties of long standing, with the former Soviet Union, and then
India maintained contacts, and consulate with Central Asia.

During the period of Indo-Soviet

friendship, India used to enjoy trade access to Central Asian markets. (Khan. 1994) Indian
interaction with Central Asia also continued to develop further after independence. A major step
in this direction was the visits of then Prime Minister Nehru to the region in 1956 and 1961.
India sent

a sizable number of scholars and artists to the area to further mature these friendly

relations. The Soviets welcomed the India‟s close links with Central Asia for many reasons:
1.

Central Asia presented as a showcase of Soviet model of social engineering and
economic progress to the outside world.

2. The region with rich Islamic heritage and historical connections with Indian
subcontinent has worth to capitalize upon.
3. To promote Soviet‟s foreign policy goals as a super power.
4. Hoped that Central Asia would help the Soviet‟s to cultivate close kinship with
other Islamic states (I.e. Middle East)(Regional Studies).
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India wants to compete not only with Pakistan and China, but also to gain access to oil rich
Central Asian states. India‟s main diplomatic objective is to prevent the configuration of proPakistan Pan Islamic federation based on common strategic and economic interest.(Sarwar,1994)
During his visit to Moscow, Indian Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh called for revitalize India‟s
historic links and develop close ties with both Russia and Central Asia. He said that Central Asia
was the 1st region where two giant countries were in cooperation (Kucera, 2013).

3.b.4

Chinese Factor

From geostrategic point of view, India seeks to checkmate its traditional rivals, Pakistan and
China, from gaining advantage and influence. India fears that Central Asia is a peculiar lens or
model for China, so India is trying to establish a benign kind of hegemony (Faust & Kornberg,
2007: 116). India tried to establish diplomatic and bilateral trade and security links with all
Central Asian states. India‟s decision to establish military air base at Farkhor, was an attempt to
reduce the impact of the Chinese encirclement (Indian Express, February 25, 2007). On the other
hand, China perceived Indian involvement in Central Asia was to achieve four main objectives:
to counter Pakistan, to develop energy security, to combat terrorism; and pin down China‟s
progress. India‟s advancement toward Iran and Central Asia and close ties with them reflects her
objective to weak China‟s right pincer and to deny Pakistan a secure western frontier (The
Hindu, November 7, 2001).

3.b.5

Strategic Factor

India‟s strategic approach lies in the “development of strong ties with Central Asia along the
energy and security spheres. The growth of the Indian economy created intensifying demand for
energy to maintain the impetus of growth. India is the fourth-largest energy consumer with the
tenth-largest economy in the world to maintain the economic growth. The huge hydrocarbon
reserves of Central Asia attracted India to build mutually beneficial cooperative relationship. The
geostrategic location of the region at the cross roads of east and west, is both facilitator and
inhibitor to external players who made effort to achieve their strategic value (www.CSIS.org).
Thus, the key driving force behind India‟s involvement in the region is India‟s inexorable energy
needs and its ambition to be a hegemonic regional and global player (Nuri, 1995).
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India‟s interests in the region has steadily grown after 9/11, used all traditional

powerful

instruments to seek and upgrade trade and to gain access to all sources of energy, Yet purely
economic and political links have upgraded its strategic and military profile in Central Asia
(Khan, 2004). In November, 2003, Indian top level leadership made a visit to Tajikistan and
indicated India‟s geo-strategic and geo-economic interests. In November 2003, Vajpayee visited
Tajikistan and the news was about the establishment of an Indian air base in Tajikistan as media
reported that India set up her 1st military base at Ayni (near Dushanbe) to gain her objectives in
the region. (Indian Express, 2003, 13th

November & The News, 2003, 14th November) India

had set up her 1st overseas military base at Farkhor in Tajikistan.

3.b.6

Indian Security Factor

Central Asia is also of vital importance for India‟s national security. India sees the region as a
source of religious extremism; this generated a high degree of unease in India. India thinks that if
these fundamentalists are not checked, they will ultimately cause a serious threat to India‟s
security, especially in Kashmir (Blank, 2003: 141). For this reason, India is keen to play a key
role in Central Asia‟s security atmosphere for her national security. Tajikistan is of particular
concern for India. India increased its security assets in the region, especially through the
possession of a first foreign military outpost in Tajikistan.

India refurbished the Ayni airbase

which illustrates India‟s growing strategic aspirations in Tajikistan (Kucera, 2011). The real fact
behind Indian strategy is to increase heightened tensions with Pakistan to strike at Pakistan from
the rear. (Wakhan Corridor, narrow 20 km stretch of Afghan territory separates India from
Pakistan-administered Kashmir) (Campbell, 2013: 5). Despite this, India also made efforts to
strengthen bilateral cooperation on security with Central Asia. In July 2011, the Indian Defense
Minister visited Kyrgyzstan and announced plan to open a joint military research centre there. In
April, 2013, India‟s Vice-President visited Tajikistan and emphasized the importance of
cooperation in the field of security.

3.b.7

Energy Sector

During Soviet times, Indian economic contacts with the Central Asian republics were all
channeled through Moscow. India is taking

advantage of its age-old relationship with these

states and is anxious to make use of its markets for enhancing trade with CARs. No doubt,
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India‟s relations with Central Asia were of significant nature in Soviet period, yet could not be
termed as substantial yet now. During Soviet period, the neighboring countries like Iran,
Afghanistan, Turkey and Pakistan were also cut off from any interaction with Central Asia due to
constraints of the „iron curtain‟. India was of course, ahead because of its especial links with the
former Soviet Union.
India‟s energy demand is a significant driving force for its entrance in establishing transport
infrastructure in the region. The region has huge hydrocarbon fields both on-shore and off-shore
in the Caspian Sea. It is the home of at least 4% of the world‟s natural gas reserves (2007, 12)
and about 3% of oil reserves. (Kiesow, 2007: Oct 16). Central Asia has gained prime importance
in India‟s energy security policy due to
enrichment,

that

can

become

a

source

uranium reserves and having potential for its
of

uranium

for

India‟s

civilian

nuclear

programme.(2008,The Hindu) India is also interested in TAPI, a 1680 km-long TurkmenistanAfghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline project to transport 30 billion cubic meters (bcm) of
gas from natural gas fields in Turkmenistan via Afghanistan and

Pakistan to

India

(www.bbc.co.uk, 2010). Though, the project with some constraints is still not implemented.
The energy-hungry India is energetically developing relations with Central Asian states to gain
direct access or control to Central Asian energy resources. India wants to do it alone and has
focused on possibilities to open land routes that bypass Pakistan. Energy has become a central
component of Indian foreign policy because of its increasing economy. Almost three quarters of
India‟s oil comes from abroad, mainly from „volatile Middle East. Continuous supply of oil
without interruption is necessary for keeping India‟s economic wheels in motion. Thus, to
cultivate alternative sources of energy has become a vital concern of India‟s energy policy.
India is facing a huge energy challenge as her energy demands grew at least three-fold at an
annual rate of 6% during the period 1981-2001, which is expected to grow at 8% or more over
the next twenty-five years. It is expected that India‟s energy needs require the basic capacities in
energy sector and related transport infrastructure. Energy assistance is at the heart of India‟s
involvement of Central Asia. The oil rich Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, Turkmen‟s gas and hydro
electricity have attracted her to involve in all Central Asian states. India is ranked 6th largest
energy consumer with one billion population .Indian oil company ONGC Videsh Ltd has 15%
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holding in Kazakhstan‟s oil field(Alibekmola)

and

10%holding in „Kurmangzai oil fields.

(Khan, 2004: 98, 102).

3.b.8

Economic Factor

A geopolitical interest for India surpasses the economic significance of Central Asia (Khan,
1994). Various economic factors are involved in India‟s increasing presence in Central Asia.
India as an extended neighbor of Central Asia has major geostrategic and economic interests in
this region (Roy, 2001). India faced challenges regarding development of its regional economic
policies therefore India is interested to develop and maintain communication links with Central
Asia to promote her trade links. For this purpose, India has numerous options and most possible
to her would be through Iranian port of Chahbahar via Afghanistan – extending to Russia –
Europe (Malik, 2004).
Indian tea and pharmaceutical industries have already attained a „foothold in the Central Asian
market.( Gulshan,2010) India has potential to invest in the field f IT, banking, construction, and
food processing.( Laruelle ,2011) The region can gain advantage from the expertise of India in
developing small and medium-scale enterprises.( Kucera,) Yet, India‟s relatively piecemeal
economic involvement in Central Asia depends upon her own belated economic reforms. In fact
India „s commercial influence in Central Asia is limited, as bilateral trade data shows

that

Central Asia‟s share of Indian exports is 1.07%, while imports stand at an even lower 0.08%
(http://commerce.nic.in/ftpa/rgncnt.asp).

3.b.9

Indian Strategy Towards Pakistan

India is interested to protect her interests in the region and to „prevent Pakistan from establishing
a monopoly over Central Asian relations (Khan, 1994). India was contented while interacting
with Central Asian republics because India already had presence and contacts with the region
since the period of former Soviet Union. First, India took benefit of her secular outlook and tried
to inspire the leadership of these states, Then, India tried to impact on the people of the region,
yet her main target was the containment of Pakistan in Central Asia. In this connection, in 2003,
Indian Foreign Minister, during his visit to Uzbekistan said, “The epicenter of terrorism lies in
our neighborhood.

India is ready to stand shoulder with its Central Asian neighbors in fighting

security threats” (The News, 2003: November 7).
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India took advantage of international environment against terrorism after 9/11 and tried to
slander Pakistan in cross-border terrorism, yet Pakistan‟s role as front line state in war against
terrorism made them more aggravated and showed the way to a policy which could be named as
„Interest –Based Confused Policy‟. (Pakistan Observer, 2002, August. 29) India quickly revised
her policy and switched over to search for an increased engagement in Central Asia. India is
trying to get foothold in Afghanistan. If Pakistan could not develop strong relations with Iran,
then, it would become a “regional sandwich”. The US wants that Pakistan must give outlet by
road from Kabul to India, so India could trade with Central Asian states (Nizami, 2012). Indian
has focused its foreign policy on marginalization of Pakistan with the purpose to play an
important role in the region. For this she always created problems in Afghanistan which can
provide an economic outlet to the Uzbekistan and other Central Asian states to Pakistan
(Shaumian, 1998: 62).

3.b.10

Bilateral Ties Between India and Central Asia

India‟s main objective in Central Asia is to establish direct interaction with each of these states.
India succeeded in its mission as the president of Uzbekistan made his 1 st visit in August 1991,
followed up in speedy series of visits by Nazarbayev, president of Kazakhstan in Feb 1992,
(Akayev) president of Kyrgyzstan in March 1992, President Niyazov of Turkmenistan in April
1992 and the visit of Tajikistan‟s Prime Minister Abdullojonov in February 1993. These visits
provided foundation for contacts between India and the new Central Asian states.
Asoke Mukerji, Special Secretary (Indian Ministry for External Affairs) explained the Indian
motive of India‟s new policy to connect Central Asia. These were:
1

To participate in rebuilding of Afghanistan into a trade hub

2

To establish close military cooperation

3

Proactive diplomacy through the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

4

To be active in energy sector, the high profile project of TAPI and gas exploration
agreement with Tajikistan (2011) a deal with Kazakhstan to provide uranium to India‟s
civilian nuclear programme (2009).

87 | P a g e

5

Though no Silk Road exists on the ground, yet India planned to reactivate the
International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC).

6

In 2009, India built the Zaranj-Delaram road that made possible the transport of
commodities and services from Afghanistan to the Iranian border and then to the
Chahbahar port in southern Iran (2012).

The president of Kazakhstan visited India in 1991 and five agreements were signed to establish
bilateral relations and cooperation in the field of science, research and technology, culture and a
tradein 1993, then Prime Minister of India visits Kazakhstan and signed a number of economic
and cultural agreements. A treaty of peace, friendship and cooperation was signed in May, 1993.
In 1994, the foreign minister of India visited Tajikistan and Turkmenistan and several
agreements were signed in the field of culture, economic, trade, education, diplomatic relations
and technical cooperation (Anwar, 1997: 190). India tried to seek cooperation in the field of
small scale industries. Uzbekistan wanted India‟s help in the sphere of trade, banking, services
sector and telecommunications.
India and Kyrgyzstan are keen to establish bilateral trade. Indeed, India‟s interests in Central
Asia are mostly economic and strategic. The Pakistan‟s presence in Central Asia met with alarm
in Indian circles. They supposed that Pakistan with Iran and Turkey would develop a Muslim
bloc of states in Central Asia. India, although not directly linked with these states, yet has tried to
pay considerable influence in the region.

Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to India, Dr. „Irina

Orolbaeva illustrated India‟s historical and cultural links with the Central Asian Republics and
highlighted India‟s wish to strengthen ties with Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia through the new
„Connect Central Asia Policy‟, encircling the cultural, economic and transportation spheres.

3.b.11

Turkey and Central Asia

Turkey‟s policy towards Central Asia has passed through many phases since the fall of USSR.
The end of cold war changed the environment of Turkeys Foreign policy towards Central Asia,
Turkey‟s explicit focus on supporting peace was the main objective of its foreign policy towards
Central Asia. (1 ) The Central Asian old and strong cultural, historical, and linguistic ties have
determined the dimension and scope of Turkey‟s interests in these republics. Turkey is well
placed to exploit cultural and linguistic affinity as it is the inheritor state of the Ottomans with
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they were linked for centuries (The Nation, 1993: April 2). In order to expand its political,
economic and cultural ties with Central Asia, Turkey launched a series of initiatives, particularly
in promoting a variety of cultural programmes in the region.
Turkey, with greater economic prosperity and political stability wants to be an active player in
the region. Turkish leaders perceive the country to be a „central power‟ due to its geographic,
religious, cultural, and historical bonds with Central Asia. Historically, Turkey has strong
cultural and linguistic links with Central Asia. Nomadic Turkish speaking Mongol tribes moved
and settled across Central Asian region (Hasan, 1995: 244). The present links aimed not only to
find a new sphere of their connections but also to trace their historic relations which had been
lost with the passage of time. According to one analyst, Turkey‟s foreign policy towards Central
Asia holds five central areas:
1. To establish bilateral and mutual cooperation in the fields of commerce, culture and
energy etc.
2. To help them to develop close ties with the outer world.
3. To serve as an energy terminal.
4. To help them in their nation building process.
5. To find solution for regional frozen conflicts.
During 1990s, Turkey managed to gain a position as a major player in the political scene of
Central Asia, yet could not achieve foothold in the region (Mustafa, 1996). In the beginning,
Turkey tried to develop strong bonds with each of the five states, yet Kazakhstan remained the
most important state for Turkey in developing economic ties and investment. The construction of
a transport corridor from „Turkey to Kazakhstan passing through Caucasus, may become a key
stone of future links. Kazakh President Nazarbayev visited Turkey in October 2009 and signed a
Strategic Partnership Treaty.
Kyrgyzstan is an important potential economic opportunity for Turkish trade and investment. In
April, 2013 Prime Minister Tayyip Erdoğan made his visit to Kyrgyzstan. Turkey has a special
kinship with Tajikistan that is derived from the heritage of common history and culture.
Uzbekistan gives great significance to relations with Turkey in trade and economic sphere,
taking into consideration her economic potential and assistance given by EU and international
financial institutions for its foreign economic activity in Central Asia. Uzbekistan as well as
other Central Asian states is interested to develop relations with Turkey (Mukimjanova, 1996).
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Turkey has deepened her economic relations in trade, infrastructure, energy and communication
sectors. Stability in the Central Asian region has also been in the interests of Turkish
businessmen and officials who want to boost Turkey‟s economic ties with the region (Khan, 34).
Turkey wants to rediscover historical, cultural and linguistic links with the Central Asian states.
The majority of population is Turkic speaking, therefore their leaders look towards Turkey for
economic and political assistance (Ahmar, 1994). So, Turkey moved swiftly to develop her
influence in the region. Though Turkey is involved in 1000 foreign joint projects in Central Asia,
yet her main involvement is in telecommunication field, providing free telephone exchange in
Central Asian states with aimed to tie them into Turkish system (Anwar, 1997: 193). Turkey is
the 4th largest donor to Central Asia. It has so far had roughly 50 investment projects in
Turkmenistan and made an investment worth 1.4 billion US dollars (Sarwar, 1996). In October,
1994, The Declaration of Istanbul was signed for mutual cooperation between Central Asian
states and Turkey (Acolt, 1992). Turkey was involved in the region by establishing educational
institutions and engaging Central Asia into economic and trade relations. However, Turkey was
not as strong economically as the west, while Central Asian republics did not want its strong
influence: they wanted direct contacts with the West and did not need intermediaries (Chotoev,
2004: 136).
Nevertheless, Turkey has been endeavoring to get full membership of the European Economic
Community (EEC). Certainly, it can get substantial economic benefits by serving as a bridge
between Europe and Asia. In addition, as a member of EEC, it could develop closer ties with
Central Asian states (Sultan, 1994: 85). Turkey tried to depart from its previous Ata-Turkish
legacy towards the external Turks to be the 1 st to establish direct relations with Central Asian
states (Khan, 1994). From a realistic point of view, Turkey remains the most logical, for the long
range connection with Central Asia. Its moderate, secular, democratic and free market policies
make it the most desirable state in the Muslim world to exert influence over Central Asia. Turkey
is seen basically a western country with certain historic ambitions in this region (Hyder, 1994).
The ruling elites of Central Asia are primarily interested in economic cooperation

because they

are convinced that their socioeconomic progress will eventually determine the internal and
external political orientations. Turkey has been playing the Pan-Turanian card against what it

90 | P a g e

believes to be Islamic fundamentalism. (Akhtar, 1995) Turkey thinks that she may regain her
strategic position by aligning herself, this time against Islamic fundamentalism represented by
Iran. (Dawn, 1994) After 9/11, Turkey participated in the International Security Force in
Afghanistan (ISAF); the 9/11 provided the opportunity to Turkey to capitalize on her role as a
secular, US-allied Muslim country in the region. In other words, Turkey started to play her
positive role in the region, mainly in the field of security but also, to some degree, in the
economic field.
To sum up, geographically and ethnically, Central Asia holds prospects for two main contenders,
Iran and Turkey. Central Asia looks towards Turkey as their window to the West .The west on
the other hand, particularly the US interests, wants to see Turkey as dominant power in Central
Asia. Although one thing should be borne in mind that the west, despite it much touched support
for the new commonwealth, never wants to see the region progress, neither wants there be any
technology transfer. The western strategy is to play the Turks against the Iranians, fanning the
ethnic conflict between them. Thus, they did not want the emergence of this whole region as a
united block (Khan, 1993).

3.b.12

Afghanistan in Central Asia

Afghanistan holds an important position in Central Asia bounded on the north by Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, on the west by Iran and on the east and south-east by Pakistan. In the
north-east ,it touches the border of Sinkiang (China). Afghanistan is a landlocked country, her
triangle land wedged between Central Asia, Iran, Pakistan, the territory of Kashmir and China,
represents a status of junction or bridge between South, South-West, and Central Asia, covering
an area of 796,095sq Kms, with 17 million populations. (UNESCO, 1989: 101 & Hilali, 1993:
77).
Afghanistan‟s strong ties with Central Asia depend upon the following factors:

3.b.13

Geographic Proximity

Geographically,

Afghanistan

is

linked

with

Turkmenistan,

Uzbekistan

and

Tajikistan,

collectively span more than 2,000 Kms. The geographical location of Afghanistan is like a
corridor to any power to the warm waters of the Arabian Sea, (Pakistan) with 300 miles from the
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Arabian Sea.( Britannica ,1977,164) Geographically and culturally, Afghanistan forms the northeast portion of the Iranian plateau through which passed the trade routes which anciently linked
India with Middle-East and both these regions with China and Central Asia (Yaqub, 1982:
129).Thus, her geographical location is the most fundamental factor in shaping her foreign policy
regional bond, territorial security and potential allies (Spykman, 1988: 28).

Her geographical

proximity, providing shortest transit way to CARs from Pakistan‟s ports has highlighted her
position in the eyes of global powers, mainly the US, as the US considers Afghanistan as a
gateway for Central Asia.

3.b.14

Old Cultural and Historical Bonds

Afghanistan has close, deep cultural and ethnic roots with Central Asian states. Afghanistan with
her high mountainous ranges and legendary passes, Khyber and Bolan Pass guards the strategic
pathway of the Indo-Gangetic plains of South Asia. Thus, the strategic location of Afghanistan
involves it intimately in the crucial geopolitical problems of Central Asia as well as West and
South Asia (especially for Pakistan). The ancient Persian Empire reached up to the Indus River
and Alexander the Great entered the region through Afghanistan. Even the invaders from Central
Asia entered in South Asia in the 10th century through Afghanistan and established themselves as
rulers in Delhi (Sliwinski, 1989: 39). To maintain old heritage, Afghanistan established a
consulate in Tashkent even before the declaration of her independence (Hilali, 1993: 73).
Pakistan is located in the western part of South Asia with immediate neighbors Iran, China, India
and Afghanistan. (Karim, 2002, 1)Pakistan has strong cultural and religious ties with
Afghanistan, with sharing the longest border stretching from Barogal Pass in Chitral district to
Chaghi District in Baluchistan. (Azhar, 60, 1885) The mountain range of Hindu Kush are linked
with the Pamir‟s in a neck of land between Pakistan, China, Central Asia, Russia and Iranian
plateau near Heart. Many times, tribes and races from Central Asia have crossed the Oxus,
dominated the Hindu Kush and then swept down to conquer the fertile plains and rich cities of
India (Quddus, 1981: 25). Geographically, close proximity between these two regions could not
isolate them, so sturdy cultural, religious ties were established among them.
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3.b.15

Ethnic Ties

The northern part of Afghanistan is linked with Transoxiana or Turkestan, (borders with
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan). Tajiks constitute the 2nd largest ethnic group, having
8 million people after Pashtu‟s shape the demography of Afghanistan. (Muckenhuber, 2013) So
both have strong demographic ethnic ties, Uzbeks (between 1.5-3 million 9%), Tajiks (27%) and
Turkmen (3% about „half a million) (http: //www.

stratfor.com/analysis/central-asia-and-

afghanistan-tumultuous-history) are largely contiguous to their ethnic association across the
borders in Central Asia.
Afghanistan has to depend on Pakistan for her economic revival in which case, despite estranged
relations, Pakistan will have to take positive incentives to keep Kabul engaged in order to
guarantee safe passage of natural resources of Central Asian States. Most of its international
trade passes through the sea routes of Pakistan. (Ruloff, 2000) Durand line, a commercial and
trade line between Pakistan and Central Asia is a backbone for Afghanistan„s economy and is
serving as a communication link between Central Asia, Afghanistan and Pakistan, may to India.
Economically, the shortest land and air routes from Central Asia to Pakistan, from China to the
Indian Ocean and from Iran to Pakistan lie through Afghanistan (Walkman, 1985: 11).
After 9/11, the US attacks and „civil war in Afghanistan made difficult for her to play a key role
in mutual regional cooperation and development. Yet, her adjacent states, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are bound to have close relations with Afghanistan than are either
Kyrgyzstan or Kazakhstan (Haider, 1994). Afghanistan and Central Asia both with landlocked
status, have to depend on Pakistani ports. Ahmad Rashid in his geopolitical research “Jihad-The
Rise of Militant Islam in Central Asia” narrates:
“China, Russia and the US are likely to remain rivals in Central Asia, but the Great Game
has changed. In the 19th century, Russia and the Great Britain used the Central Asian
states as pawns. Today, the super powers are finding themselves at the mercy of forces
they helped unleash but that are now beyond their control. They threat from Afghanistanthe Taliban, Osama Bin Ladin and the IMU ……” (Rashid, 2002: 205).
Afghanistan‟s future is locked with the fate of the Central Asian region and Pakistan‟s stability is
lined with the return of peace in Afghanistan. Thus, security nexus revolves around peace and
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stability of Afghanistan, which will made Pakistan a conduit for trade and passage of
hydrocarbon pipelines into South Asia (Effendi, 2002: 55).
Pakistan‟s Gwader port is situated among three key regions, South Asia, Middle East, and oil and
gas resourced rich Central Asia. The Port has offered a short and direct access to warm waters of
Arabian Sea for the landlocked but energy rich Central Asian States and Afghanistan. It has
potential to act as a trade channel, benefiting to many neighboring and landlocked counties
(Afghanistan and CARs) in the region in one way or the other (Khattak, 2013). “Gwadar may
bring the same benefits to Pakistan as the Suez to Egypt” (Sabir, 2013). Pakistan can boost its
trade by developing and expanding communication network of rail and road through Afghanistan
and Central Asian states. Achieving these prospects, Pakistan will be able to develop and
progress the province of Baluchistan.
Rehabilitation of roads to Afghanistan from the Gwader port will give Afghan products greater
export potential. Pakistan is by far Afghanistan‟s most important trading partner in the region
also called Greater Central Asia. Today, 85% of Afghanistan export is sent to Pakistan, while
Pakistan‟s share is 15%. The development of Gwader port and related connecting routes with
Afghanistan actually reduce these distances by about 500 km Pakistan-Central Asian traffic.
Indeed, a stable Afghanistan would offer Pakistan and Central Asian crossroads for regional
commerce along a extensive north-south and east-west axis. With a long history of cultural and
ethnic bonds, it is evident that Pakistan Afghanistan relations must be improved and strengthened
for long term stability and prosperity for the sake of regional peace and progress.

3.b.16

Iran and Central Asia

Central Asia is regarded as a continuation of the region of the Persian Gulf, which is a
significantly essential zone of Iranian economic interest. Iran‟s geographical location, size,
economic status and historical links make it potential to play a leading role in Central Asia. The
collapse of Soviet Union gave rise to Iran‟s possibilities presented by its geographical location,
being placed at the heart of the world‟s most important petroleum hub. Iran also controls
essential transport routes entering the landlocked countries of Central Asia with the high seas
(Murat, 1999), also offers transit routes to the sea. (Hyder, 1994) and provides them access to the
outside world through the Gulf, and this will have more of an economic impact than political
(Khan, 1994).
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Its geographic diversity and domination of strategic and communication routes all

add to country‟s central role in regional affairs, i.e. Central Asia and Caspian Sea. (Nasri, 2000)
Iran has always been geographically part of the regional framework of Central Asia. In this
relation, Iran traditionally defends the project of energy routes from Central Asia through its
territory as the cheapest and most economic routes.
From the historic point of view, Central Asia has a very important role for Iran. The land once
belonged to the Iranians, taken over by the Turks who removed the Iranian elements; these
newcomers established the Persian culture and civilization and became Persian Turks. Iran‟s
desire to gain access in the region derived from her interest to breakout of international isolation,
which is reflecting in her struggle to solidify the bond with Tajikistan, a Persian speaking state.
Tajikistan is Iran‟s only main partner sharing a common culture and history (Effendi, 2000: 55).
Iran was the 1st state to establish an embassy in Dushanbe (Khan, 1999: 125). At present, Iran is
perusing economic closeness and trying to render economic, cultural and political assistance with
Dushanbe.
Iran is an influential civilization in the region and its role as a nation-state provides an
opportunity to help in linking various neighboring states to one another. Iran has strong ancient
historical and cultural bonds as well as geographical links with the region, thus tried to cultivate
relations with Central Asia on the basis of Islamic identity and cultural and trade connectivity.
The creation of independent states of Central Asia provided prospects to explore and develop
new economic dimensions in the region, so Iran decided to assert her pro-Russian policy and
concentrate

her efforts on economic cooperation. Keeping in view, the geo-economic

significance of the region, Iran made earnest diplomatic efforts in establishing economic ties
with all Central Asian republics. (Hyder, 1994) Iran has been progressively escalating its cultural
and economic ties with Central Asian countries since the early 1990s. Though Iran‟s presence in
overall Central Asian region is limited, yet her economic interests are confined to southwest part
of Central Asia.
Iran made considerable investment in promoting the communication network and has developed
a railway system in Turkmenistan which will further be connected to the rest states of Central
Asian region and Russia to the Iranian network and Gulf. Iran‟s communal cultural links with
Tajikistan and sharing border with Turkmenistan has provided her to insert high level of
influence in the region. Iran is associated with the Caspian powers and has initiated the Caspian
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Sea Cooperation Zone with littoral states (Russia, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan) as its member.
Refsanjani visited Turkmenistan on May, 1992 and made agreement in different fields.
1.

Sharing 1500 km border, agreed to construct gas pipeline to Europe through Iran and
Turkey.

2. To cooperate with Turkmenistan in exploitation and refining of off shore oil in the
Caspian Sea. Iran is playing a positive role in strengthening peace and stability in the
region (Akhtar, 1995).
Turkmenistan

has planned to link her rail road with Iran in southwest, covering a distance of

about 140 km and can provide for an assured outlet. Its energy sale in the south (Afghanistan and
Pakistan) can however be more lucrative. (Khan, 1993) On June 18, 2003, „Transit Accord‟ was
signed between Iran, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan. (Voice of America, 2003, June 12), which is
an important progress to strengthen links and providing them outlet to meet with international
community. Turkmen‟s hydrocarbon reserves, with extensive potential for gas to transit through
Iranian territory have connected the both countries. The Iranian corridor means a feasible
liquidation of Russia‟s monopoly in the field of Turkmen gas export.
Relations between Uzbekistan and Iran as a whole are developed in the channel of good
neighborhood.(Mukimjanova,1996) Earlier differences appeared between Iran and Uzbeks as
Iran showed interest to move through Afghan land while Uzbek Government favored a more
southerly route, ultimately linking with Pakistan‟s seaport in Karachi. (Malik, 2004)

In 1991,

Pakistan and Iran both agreed to develop rail and road network, connecting Central Asian states
(Turkmenistan). Another alternate railway line proposal is to built from Chaman to Qandahar,
Kabul and then Ashkhabad in Turkmenistan (Dawn, 1992: Jan 15). Energy producing states in
Central Asia seriously need financial assistance and money in cash. They are not interested to
wait for too long for the construction of US project. Iran has successfully exploited this situation
and constructed a pipeline of modest scale, to bring Turkmen gas to Turkey via Iranian territory.
An Iranian leader told about the plan to establish a railway line between „Sarak‟s and Tajikistan.
(Akhtar, 1995) Besides this, Iran has also signed agreements of oil swap with some states. A
brief view on Iran‟s efforts in the field of transport is given below:
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Iran agreed to construct a rail link which would give access to Turkmenistan trade to the
port of Bandar Abbas.The construction of rail link from Mashhad to Sarakhs started in
May 1992.



Iran is trying to construct Iranian rail infrastructure that may ease transport from
Turkmenistan to the Gulf.( http:// english.farsnews.com/)



Iran gave a proposal to develop a pipeline from Ashgabat to the Persian Gulf.



Bus link between Mashhad and Ashkhabad was introduced.

Iran is confident that all these routes will attract all Central Asian states especially Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan. Iran is also financially supporting these republics as it gave loans to Tajikistan
($ 50 million) and Turkmenistan ($50 million) (Financial Times).
The US presence in the region is a significant pushing factor that forced Iran to become closer to
Russia. Iran views that Russia is still the main player in the region, therefore, tried to coordinate
her policies in the region with Russia‟s interests. Iran is now trying to develop a common
strategy with Russia to prevent US from gaining influence in the region. (Pahlevan, 1998) Iran
also established joint venture with India. In the post 9/11 scenario, India and Iran took lead in
building influence in resource rich region of Central Asia. India agreed with Iran to build a
railway line to link Chahbahar to the Main railway Network. Iran wants to develop Chahbahar as
a major port for Afghanistan and Central Asia. (Rasheed, 2003) Russo-India-Iran nexus to
develop North-South Corridor and to make joint strategy to get strategic and economic shares
from Central Asia designate their future and long term designs (Malik, 2004).
James Baker (Secretary of state) and many US experts expected the Central Asian
states to fall

Muslim

to Iranian or fundamentalist influence after independence. (Blank, 1995) That‟s

US fear made him anxious to involve in Central Asia. Russia thinks that Iran is not supporting
fundamentalist in the region but is engaged in establishing mutually advantageous relations in
economic, cultural, technological and educational fields. Iran has an edge over Turkey that it has
common borders with Turkmenistan while Turkey does not have a common border with any
Central Asian state (Akhtar, 1995). Iran has shown concern for US presence on its eastern
frontier and the possible increase in Turkey‟s influence among the Central Asian states (Effendi,
2002: 55). Many in Tehran have perceived Turkey as a vehicle through which NATO aims to
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expand influence in the Caspian region (Khan, 33). The US restrictions on Iran in the oil spheres,
political instability in Afghanistan and other regional and external actors in the region are in
favor of Russia and Iran with their political and economic motives that will clearly contradict the
US interests.
Keeping this geopolitical significance, Iran has designed friendly Foreign Policy to expand her
influence and trade ties in the region. Thus Iranian Foreign Minister visited in all Central Asian
states in 1991, and then continuous bilateral visits were made between Iran and Central Asian
states. Though Iran has sustained bilateral relations with Central Asian republics, yet her
influence in the region is limited due to many factors;


Iran has limited resources to foster in the region because its main focus has always been
mainly on the Gulf region. Iran is not a such resourceful state as Russia, China and the
US (Cornell).



Iran is developing her economic links with Turkmenistan due to geographical proximity
and cultural links with Tajikistan because of linguistic, ethnic and cultural ties with them.



The US presence is a major hindrance against the further expansion of Iranian links in the
region. It is said that if Iran wants to secure a stable place in the region, then she should
develop relations with the US (Atabaki).



The US economic sanctions are the major hindrance for Iran to made access to the energy
projects of the Central Asian region. No doubt, America is against Iranian economic
goals in the vast Central Asian region. Moreover, Iran believes that US military-technical
cooperation with Central Asian states and NATO‟s movement for the US wants to direct
and dominate in the Caspian region, as part of the US efforts to encircle and isolate Iran
(1999).

Iran is anxious about the prospects of a Turkish interference in South Caucasus. Iran is also
fearful of the opportunity of a Western led peace support operation that may broaden NATO‟s
power all the way to the Iranian border.(Aman) Some scholars said that Iran‟s involvement in
South Caucasus is not economic but security oriented.
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The influence of US-Iranian conflict on Central Asia was exposed clearly by the fact that the
transit route through Iranian territory, in spite of its economic magnetism, did not play a vital role
in external economic strategy of the leading energy states in Central Asia, Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan. The US made sanctions, limited joint activity in oil and gas fields between Iran
and

Kazakhstan.(EIU,21) The US

also created complications in the oil export from

Turkmenistan.( Lelyveld ,1998) Construction of main gas pipeline from Turkmenistan through
Iran to Turkey was almost frozen due to the American sanctions, which was considered the most
profitable for Turkmenistan. The change in power in 1997 in Tehran, steadily adopted flexible
tactic policies towards Central Asia. In the aftermath of 9/11, Iran become conscious about her
position, for not possessing pragmatic potential to control US in the region and looking towards
US anti-Iran policy, Iran took initial steps and U tern in his policy by offer US to use their port of
Chahbahar.

3.b.17

Central Asia and Iran after 9/11

After 9/11, Military forces in Central Asia and armament race in the states located near the
Caspian Sea put this region on the edge of the so-called “resource” war, or “energy war‟(The
Great Game). This war was the result of the US-Iranian rivalry in the sphere of energy resources,
which severely affected the pipeline projects, transport-communication project, providing an exit
for the natural raw materials and access to the world markets. The Kazakh government revive its
efforts to normalise the US-Aran relations, especially in pipeline project which has to cross
through Iran. The Kazak‟s viewed that; the Iranian transit route is a direct exit to the sea ports,
not only one of the most profitable exit of oil to the Persian Gulf but also a route of raw material
supply to the South Asia and Asian-Pacific markets, yet the US opposed it for technical problems
. Kazakhstan‟s economy, during the period (1994-1999) shows weakening relations with Iran
and Russia which expressed in the lowest trade turnover indexes, which gradually increased after
9/11(the beginning of „War on Terror‟) Nevertheless, western economic pressure in Central Asia
and an anti-Iranian US strategy created socio-economic and political instability in the region.
Simultaneously, the US forces presence in the region (Manas base in Kyrgyzstan) reflects USRussian rivalry in the region and geopolitical apprehension in Central Asia.
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CHAPTER: 04

Geopolitical Significance of Central Asia
The term “Great Game” is credited by Arthur Conolly, an intelligence officer of the British East
India Company. In 1904, Mackinder recognized the area in the north and central part of Eurasia,
and gave it the name “The Geographical Pivot of History”, identifying this area to be the most
significant part of the World in terms of geopolitical location. Though Mackinder changed the
heartland boundaries in political perspective of the times, however he used his formula in 1904,
1919, and 1943 its main aspect always included Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan), western Siberia, and the northern parts of Iran and
Pakistan. Geopolitics has had a global aspect even since the time of Mackinder, (Kozhokin,
2009) and is determined by the size of the region (Huasheng, 2009). The great powers need to
have a large landmass to be influential from a geopolitical perception and Central Asia is one of
the most important regions of the world due to its impact over great powers. The significant
region of Central Asia, which links the key zones of Asia and Europe in integrated coherent
structure, has traditionally taken center point or intermediate zone due to its geographic
significance. The 19th century „Great Game‟ between British and Russia changed the geopolitics
of the whole region. The global and regional powers scramble for oil and influence in the Central
Asian region (Caspian Sea reserves) has been associated to the Middle East in the 2 nd decade of
20th century. But, in 21st century, Central Asia is an even more complex quagmire of competing
interests. All regional and global powers are powerful players in this competition, named „The
Great Game. This game is typified by a war among powers who are investing for approach to
natural resources, for alternative oil and gas pipeline routes, for trade markets, and for political
and economic opportunities in the newly independent Central Asian states. Pakistan is also
involved in this game and is interested to develop comprehensive relations with five Central
Asian states. Pakistan wants to create a broad cooperative zone, which should help to strengthen
Pakistan‟s security, uplifts its international dignity and to reinforce its foothold against Indian
hegemonic modal.
From 18th to 19th century and greater part of 20th century, the British defined their border at
Khyber and kept Russia beyond the HinduKush.Afghanistan was preserved as a buffer state and
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Pakistan was kept as borderland on the western frontier of India, while Central Asia was isolated
from the world and was kept as backyard garden of Russia. They were cut off and were made to
forget their historical and cultural links with nearby countries. After the disintegration of USSR,
when the Central Asian states became independent, the geopolitical scenario has completely
been changed. The global and regional players are actively involved in the regionand that topic
has been discussed in detail under the title „Central Asia in world scenario. The emergence of
Central Asia altered Pakistan‟s geopolitical environment by placing it at the meeting of three
subsystems, West, Central Asia and South Asia. The geographical linkage between Iran, Turkey
and Pakistan on the

one side , and historical and cultural contacts between Central Asia,

Pakistan and Afghanistan

on the other, Pakistan‟s unique position

can exploit this inherit

opportunities, especially in terms of economic opportunities. This chapter mainly deals with the
geoeconomic significance of Central Asia, giving

main accentuate on economic value of

Central Asia, yet a detailed study is given to Pakistan and Central Asian areas of common
interests in economic field which will be helpful in finding various fields of economic
opportunities for Pakistan. The purpose of this chapter is, keeping the geopolitical importance of
the region, evaluate the future geoeconomic prospects for Pakistan which would be fruitful for
economic development of both regions

4.1

Geopolitical Magnitude of Central Asia

Central Asia situated in the core of Asia, from where land routes lead to the main world region,
has vital geopolitical position in the world. (Rahimovna, 2001)Since the collapse of USSR, the
post Central Asian states have been viewed primarily through the prism of their prosperous
energy reserves, especially hydrocarbon reserves and then their geographic location attracted the
adjacent countries. The truth of saying „trench of energy reserves‟

has rationally led to their

amalgamation under the term “Caspian region”, which keeps both their geographic place in the
wealthy energy zone of the Caspian Sea, and historical and cultural contacts to each other. The
significant geographic position of Central Asia related to the communication networks in the
“West-East” and mainly “North-South” route, attentiveness of remarkable energy resources,
besides its weakness to the dilemma of the adjacent areas of South Asia, have re-energized the
concept of “the Heartland” with highlighting the precise role and importance of Central Asia in

101 | P a g e

world politics. The geopolitical struggle in the region lies in long enduring US and Russians
competition over supremacy in Central Asia that has engaged regional actors.
Since 1991, the Central Asian republics have been trying to gain attention in news room around
the world. It is expected that this region, its resources, and its transportation infrastructure are of
vital and of strategic importance for the world. The great paradox is that regional and global
actors have high stakes in this remote part of the world. To explain this paradox, let‟s open the
history.

The region played

significant role in the geopolitical, strategic and economic

development of Eastern Europe, the Middle East, South and East Asia. The geopolitics of
Central Asia evolves from the fact that it was a meeting point for three major world religions and
civilizations, Buddhism, Islam and Christianity. Sir Halford John Mackinder, the British political
Geographer highlighted the geopolitical significance of Central Asia in the early twentieth
century by producing a simple geopolitical formula: “Who rules the Heartland (which included
Central Asia) commands the World-Island (Eurasian continent]). Who rules the World-Island
commands the World”.
The history reveals that for nearly two thousand years, Central Asia was a vital crossroads for
international trade along the Silk Road, connecting East Asia with the Middle East and Europe.
It was an important region for lucrative trade between the Indian subcontinent and Eastern
Europe. Now after the collapse of USSR, the geopolitical value depends on;
1. Role of Central Asia in war against terrorism after 9/11.
2. Hydrocarbon reserves especially Kazakh‟s oil and Turkmen‟s gas (Olcott, 2010).
3. The region has become vital for the US economy due to energy reserves; the US imports
over 10 million barrels of oil daily) (McCauley, 2002: 21).
Central Asia has long been a matter of geopolitical importance merely because of its proximity
to several great powers on the Eurasian landmass. The region contributed a vital part in Central
Asian geopolitics because of its location placed between east and the west, Islam and
Christianity. Any minor clash in the region has capacity to develop into more extensive conflict.
(Khan, 1997) Traditionally, Central Asia has been an arena of "great game". The modern version
is being played out even today. Russia, China, US, Turkey, Iran, Europe, EU, Japan, Pakistan,
India

and

Afghanistan

all have strategic and

economic interests in the „Euro-Asian

corridor,(Central Asia) „that provided pathways for trade, social and cultural relations which had
profound significance during long period of history. (Khan, 1997) Once a possessor of Great Silk
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Route, Central Asia whose critical role in world affairs remained relatively unimportance under
the Soviet occupation, is now on the path of reclaiming its lost value because of its enormous
reserves of oil and gas, and technological infrastructure left behind by the USSR. In order to
maximize their geo-political advantage and also to ensure that their national interests are tenable,
the Central Asian states have connected with the rest of the world through a variety of channels
and institutions. As the days of geopolitics are over, and now, it is the „era of geo-economics, the
struggle or race to grab the natural resources of Central Asia by western and other outside
powers.

4.2

Geostrategic Significance of Central Asia

The geostrategic significance of Central Asia lies in its geographic location, economic and
demographic potentials and character of their relations with other countries. The main constraint
common to all of the republics is that their landlocked position, all in quest of shortest and safest
contact to international markets (Roy, 2000: 190). The strategic location of the region at the
junction of Asia, Europe, the Persian Gulf, the Middle East, and the Far East has made it vital for
the entire region. The strategic magnitude of Central Asia also marked on its encircled status by
China, Russia and India, having fastest growing economies which are not only advancing but are
contending for the decisive role in the region. The region lies in the strategic juncture between
two nuclear powers, Russia and China and at the crossing point between Russia and the Islamic
word. The arbitrary nature of territorial boundaries of Central Asian states presented them as
vulnerable for ethnic tensions, territorial conflicts and disputes to control over energy reserves
and natural resources with their neighbors. The vital location and mineral resources developed
strategic environment and potential security threat for Central Asian states, emerged from many
directions. With the passage of time, the Central Asian states would gravitate towards the
neighboring Islamic states. The region also has enormous economic prospects for the whole
world. The huge hydrocarbon reserves provided the momentum for the new „Great Game‟ and
made „the region itself the ‘Jewel in the Crown’, allowing many competing players in the new
Great Game. There is also prevailing European propaganda that the Central Asian Region can
occupy a key role in reference to the Muslim world. The region borders to the east with
Afghanistan and Iran to the south. Pakistan and Middle East region located in close proximity
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has potential for a huge powerful Muslim bloc. The other factors contributing in strategic
significance of Central Asia are:
1.

Central Asian produces 90% of all cotton produced by the former Soviet Union.

2. It is the 3rd biggest producer of oil in the former USSR.
3. Central Asia produces one quarter of all the gas produced by the former Soviet Union.
4. The region produces one quarter the former Soviet Union‟s copper and 50% of its gold as
well as most of its uranium.
5.

Central Asia produces 50% of all of former Soviet Union„s agricultural products.
(Ali, 1995)

After the dissolution of USSR, Central Asia is developed as an arc of instability. The southern
periphery of the former Soviet Union become as part of a complex geostrategic game. It has been
in Russia‟s strategic interests to strengthen the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Central
Asia. (Khan) The relationship between Russia and Central Asia has remained wobbly, as on one
side, Russia had no desire to reintegrate with them along with less resources to support them
economically, yet on the other side, Russia wants to hold its energy reserves and mainly on
transit

routes and control over

pipelines. This ambiguous position of Russia has presented

security problems and opportunities for Central Asian states. Central Asian relations with China
have developed well, but the instability of China‟s Xinjiang has presented a strategic problem.
The real risk to the security of Central Asian republics has been the situation on the TajikAfghan border which has posed the danger to Central Asia at large of „Afghanization‟ that is the
possibility of the new Central Asian states may crack at their ethnic seams as it is occurring in
Afghanistan. On the other hand, both Pakistan and India are peer competitors in the region and
viewed this region as their “strategic depth” (MacDonald, 1992 & Masson, 37).

The energy

factor and competition to control over energy supply routes is the main strategic stakes.

4.3

Geo-economic Importance of Central Asia

For about 200 years, Central Asian region was caused to endure to the plans of Russia in its two
accounts of power: the Tsars and the Soviets. In 1991, the dismemberment of the USSR
manifested a new decisive point in the politico-economic life of different peoples of Central
Asia. This was not only the time of politico-economic and social crisis for the region, but also of
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new prospects which includes the possibility to search for new partners and allies. The global
and regional powers were active to develop contacts with the new independent states due to the
escalating significance of Central Asia for huge energy reserves of oil and gas and minerals like
uranium, and due to its historic strategic position as a connection between major markets
(Europe and Asia).

4.4

Mineral and Energy Resources

Central Asia is one of main areas of the world which is endowed with tremendous natural
resources. Although the massive hydropower potentials of the region are mainly alluring for
regional and global powers, (Akhtar, 1995) yet it‟s momentous seasonal electricity (surplus)
prospects has made attraction for energy thirst South Asian countries in order to expand their
economic activities. (Anwar, 2011) The estimated energy reserves ranks as the second largest in
the world with at least 90 to 200 billion barrels of oil and 46% of the vast gas reserves. The US
Energy Department estimates depicts that only Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan could sit on more
than 130 billion barrels, demonstrating more than three times the US reserves (Kleveman, 2003).
These energy reserves have the potential to transform this area into an economic power house.
Yet, this hypothesis is undermined by the fact that these states are landlocked, so, facing
problems to open themselves to the world due to political instability within and outside the
region. The region is still passing through an ebb and flow phase, (Anwar, 1997) struggling for
economic development, which will provide them strong position at regional and global level.
Although Central Asian huge gas reserves were discovered after World War 11, yet mining
didn‟t begin until the 1970s. Similarly, small-scale mining of oil reserves in the region began
long before the mid-twentieth century; yet it took nearly a hundred years for large-scale
exploitation to become a reality. Central Asia is also endowed with mineral resources, including
gold, silver, copper, iron ore and various jade stones that have been mined and processed since
the first millennium B.C. (Abazov, 2008).
All the states of Central Asia posses‟ large scale natural resources. Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan
are „Eurasia‟s treasure houses‟ of natural resources. (Effendi, 1995) Kazakhstan is accounted to
posses ¼ of uranium reserves of the world. Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are among the top
producers of the world for low enriched uranium (Nichol.J, 2009: 29). Uzbekistan‟s proven oil
reserves are between 0.6 and 2.0 billion barrels, having potential oil reserves ranging between
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2.0 and 3.0 billion barrels; its gas reserves range between 2.2 and 3.5 trillion cubic meters.
(Abazov, 2008 & 2007: 8). Uzbekistan also has large deposits of gold, coal, copper,
molybdenum, silver, uranium and other metals. Uzbekistan ranked highest in the world for
controlled cotton and gold production. (Roudik, 2007) It also has reasonable energy reserves.
Kyrgyzstan has very small deposits of oil and gas that range between 10 and 50 million barrels
of oil and 5.6 and 10 billion cubic meters of gas. (Abazov, 2008) Kyrgyzstan also holds major
deposits of antimony, gold, mercury, coal, uranium and other minerals. Kyrgyzstan has most
important gold mines and vital reserves of strategic minerals. It is the most significant wool
producer and could promote mountain‟s tourism. Low enriched uranium is also produced in
Kyrgyzstan. (Nichol, 2007)
Though, the earliest work on chemical process and transformation was done in the ancient world,
in India, China, Egypt and Mesopotamia yet, the roots of chemical knowledge is also to be found
in Central Asia‟s distinct part. The heartland of Central Asia was well endowed with raw
materials that permitted the local development of metallurgical activities, the Zarafshan valley in
Sogdia were particularly rich in deposits of copper,lead,arsenic and antimony. During the middle
Ages, mining and handicrafts also underwent considerable development. In Ferghana valley,
deposits of raw materials such as gold, copper and iron-ore were discovered. (Abdurazakov,
2003)The Muslim scientist of middle ages paid special attention on mineralogy, among them are
Ibn-Sina and Al -Bironi, who wrote books on precious minerals and stones found in Central
Asia. (2003: 227).
The energy reserves in Central Asia were discovered in the early and mid-twentieth century,
distributed unevenly throughout the region. The region has abundant coal reserves, over 500
separate deposits of bituminous and brown coal is in Kazakhstan and Central Asia. (Mellor, 109,
1982) Kazakhstan is undoubtedly the leader among new Central Asian states on plenitude of
composition of mineral resources. Kazakh‟s central part has enormous deposits of copper, zinc,
coal, lead iron and mesmeric ores. Kazakh„s Altai is known for copper-lead-zinc, deposits of
gold, tin and rare metals. The Turgai flexure is an area of the largest iron ore deposits. In the
Turgai, several

deposits of aluminum minerals, bauxites have been prospected, the most

significant of them is, the Arkalyk one possess deposits of the 1 st class ores. Pre-Ural area of
Kazakhstan is famous for chromate and copper. Already in the nearest future, the country plans
to increase exploration of precious metals in six times. Here 146 gold-bearing deposits have been
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discovered, many of them contain silver and other valuable metals as well. American‟s viewed
that in the forthcoming decade, Kazakhstan and the Caspian Sea would become one of the largest
world oil fields (Yermoshkin).
Turkmenistan possesses significant and mammoth reserves of oil and natural gas which
stimulated assumption that Turkmenistan would be the „Kuwait‟ of Central Asia. Turkmenistan
has vast reserves of oil and gas which are the fourth largest among CIS members and range
between 1.0 and 2.0 billion barrels (2005, CIA est.), with potential oil reserves reaching between
10 and 25 billion barrels. Its proven gas reserves range between 3.0 and 5.0 trillion cubic meters,
(Abazov, 2008) with potential gas reserves reaching between 20 and 30 trillion cubic meters. In
fact, the country was the world‟s ninth-largest gas exporter in 2005 (2005, CIA EST.) The state
also has significant deposits of antimony, gold, mercury, coal, silver, uranium and other
minerals. The total silver deposits range between 40,000 and 60,000 tons. One of the world‟s
largest aluminum processing plants is located in Tajikistan. It is also the most important cotton
cultivator or grower republic of Central Asia. (Roudik, 165, 2004) With the, collapse of USSR,
the geopolitical map of the Caspian region changed considerably which attracted all regional and
global powers. The region not only attracted the US interests, yet also given rise to energy thirst
countries like, growing economy of China and India, energy needy Pakistan and providing
access for transit pipeline ,Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran.

4.5

Transit Trade Routes

The ancient „Silk Road trade routes beckoned for thousands years to travelers, merchants or
nomads, missionaries or soldiers guiding them from east, south, and west Asia to the west, at
crossroad of Asia and Europe. In ancient times, Central Asia was a land bridge for trade and
ideas between the world‟s main civilizations. Though the region lost much of its geoecoomic
importance with the evolution and advancement of sea routes to the Far East and China in the
past, yet the 21st century is expected as the era of Central Asia because the region has regained
its geopolitical importance and reemerged with „astounding promptness upon the world scene
after dismemberment of Soviet Union.(James.2006) China developed its interests in the South
Asian region around 115 B.C and succeeded in developing an important network of caravan
routes, known as the „famous silk roads.( Britannica)Two such routes passed through the Pamir
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linking Wakhan with the Gilgit and Srinagar through Broghil Pass, Hasan Tsang, the famous
pilgrim also used this route. (Smith, 1951)Even Marco Polo followed the same route.
(Britannica, 758).
China‟s common southern border (Xinjiang province) with Pakistan Afghanistan and India has
not only added the geopolitical importance of China but indeed provided South Asian power
status and link with Central Asian region. China perceived Afghanistan, Pakistan and other
South Asian countries as a positive element in the endorsement of peace and stability in Central
Asia and is interested to develop links with them, especially Pakistan. The geographic location of
the Central Asia, allowed the region to become a transit link for trade between Russia, China,
South Asia and Europe. Because of Central Asia‟s unique geographic location (borders China,
Russia, Afghanistan and Iran) with unexploited natural resources, the region also has strategic
value regarding security, trade energy and transport that are vital to the region progress.

4.6

Pipeline Politics

One significant geopolitical upshot of the collapse of the Soviet Union was the escalation of
extensive competition for dominance of the vast energy resources of the newly independent and
fragile states of Central Asia. These states are anxious to spread up the oil flow by secure
pipelines which are lacking. To quicken the attainment of the objective, the most potential routes
have been recognized as follow:
1. Russia is in favor of the northern route. Both Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan would develop
their accessible pipelines to link them with the Russian pipelines network.
2. The US is giving preference to western route, from Georgian Supsa port, transport
through the Black Sea and from Bosporus to Europe.
3. The most common and shortest, route is to south, through Iran to the Persian Gulf, which
is not, acceptable to US; therefore, it blocks this option.
4. An oil pipeline across Kazakhstan to China is the main Chinese project.
5. The American company Unocal is working on plans to construct oil and gas pipelines
from Turkmenistan across Afghanistan to Pakistan (TAP) and after that to India (TAPI)
which will make the region main focus for oil and gas and commercial transportation
corridors originating from Central Asia to all approaching directions linking China,
Russia, Europe, the Caucasus region, the Trans-Caspian region and the Indian Ocean.
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Afghanistan provides a land bridge between Central Asia, Iran and South Asia and Pakistan
because the Central Asian republics of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan have borders
with Afghanistan, Iran lies to its west and Pakistan on the east and south. Therefore, political
stability and control over Afghanistan means the supremacy to control the trade land routes
between the Indian subcontinent and energy-rich Central Asian region. Indeed, stability and
peace in Afghanistan is the only solution for Pakistan to enter in Central Asia.

4.7

Geo-economic Importance for Pakistan

Pakistan enjoys a unique position of immense geographical importance. Its geographical location
has not only evoked interest among the major powers of the world but also endorsed the multilateral trade with neighboring countries, by leaps and bounds. Pakistan, geographically blessed,
serves as an essential hub operating as a focal point of logistics to the neighboring states,
especially land-locked Afghanistan and the Central Asian Republics which , possessing rich oil
and gas assets need a corridor and a transit route to export their energy resources to South Asia.
Pakistan‟s initial project in the Central Asian republics were economic in nature; the gate way of
Pakistan is now wide open to break the isolation of Central Asia and revival of cultural and
economic bonds between them. The dream of the British traveler, Moor craft to bring down the
goods of Central Asia along the Indus has now a chance of fulfillment with the added charm that
this gateway is also open for world trade goods. In the 21 st century, Pakistan is to become the
quickest and safest artery for trade between the outside world and countries of Central Asia.
(Dani, 1996) For this reason, Pakistan wants close ties with the Central Asian states to be main
concern area in its foreign political and economic activity and is persistently struggling to take
the states into its orbit of influence. The central theme of the study is Pakistan as a front line state
due to its closeness with Central Asian states. Pakistan is in a better position to tap the
opportunities of foreign trade with these states, yet lack of infrastructure, appropriate markets are
main hindrance in establishing trading ties among them. The major areas of interests for Pakistan
are:
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4.8

Pakistan- Central Asian Ties

The Central Asian republics are significant for both area and geographical location, being placed
on historical Silk Route covers an area of about four million sq kms. The region has adjacent
borders with South Asia, West Asia, China and Russia with immense geo- politico-economic
importance, mainly for adjacent countries. Its potential has attracted the attention of extra
regional powers. Economically, Central Asia has bypassed or circumvented the Middle East, due
to not only having vast oil reserves than the entire Middle East, yet also containing some of the
rarest metals. Central Asia‟s soil is among the most useful agricultural lands in the world. All the
global, regional powers are interested to develop the energy resources of the region by making
mutual ventures. Although the cold war is over and is replaced by economic rivalry, with no
great powers in the playing field, nor any buffer zones left.
Pak-Central Asian links are on the basis of geographic proximity, shared history, religion,
culture, customs and ethics. Both can work together in the field of security, economic growth and
progress of the region. Pakistan established diplomatic relations with all Central Asian republics
immediately after the dismemberment of USSR. During the last decade, Pakistan‟s relations with
the region experienced many ups and downs. Despite many barriers, Pakistan always continued a
ray of hope that a time will come when its ports would act as a gate to Central Asia states. (Khan,
219 235). Pakistan, by virtue of its location and close historic and cultural ties with the Muslim
countries of its west, enjoys a privileged position in relation to Central Asia and Middle East.
Pakistan is linked with Afghanistan, Iran, Turkey and CARs in the ECO, which provides a
framework of great potential in stimulating economic exchanges among the member states
(Dawn, 1994: 21st April). The abundant hydrocarbon reserves of Central Asia has stimulated
Pakistan‟s Foreign policy under the old cultural, historical, religios and economic ties. The
economies of Central Asia are predominately exporters of raw materials (Syed & Siddique,
1994). The vast energy reserves and minerals of Central Asia and Pakistan‟s pivotal position laid
the foundation of bilateral relations between them. Keeping this key as base, Pakistan‟s interests
in the region are:
1. Its mineral potentials.
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2. Pakistan‟s strategic location, preferably maritime position. Gwader port is the one mega
project that is hoped to provide benefits to Central Asian states. (Naik,122,1990)
3. Energy resources
4. Transit routes, Pakistan‟s geographical position.
The independence of Central Asian republics paved the way for the revival of their thousand
year old cultural, economic, religious, and social links with Pakistan. Pakistan‟s excitement on
independence of Central Asian republics had lost its impetus by the mid 1990s. Pakistan could
not develop close interaction and good relations with them. This energy of interaction further
depreciated from 1997-2001.The main factors in creating gulf and mistrust on the part of Central
Asia are;
1. Lack of pragmatic foreign policy towards the region.
2.

Lack of mechanized communication network.

3.

No direct link.

For Pakistan, Central Asia is a region of both rising magnitude of its significance and challenges.
Its geographic closeness to Russia, China, Iran and Pakistan, placed at centre of war against
terrorism and its vast energy reserves have made it a strategic region where Pakistan‟s
significance is vital and cannot be ignored .( Hussain,38,39)

After 9/11, Pakistan become front

line state in war against terrorism. On the other side, the Central Asian states also joined hands
with the US. This situation created a ray of hope to reconnect between both sides yet in vain.
Unfortunately, the Central Asian republics had somehow been fallen a victim to poisonous
propaganda that Pakistan is a breeding ground of Islamic resurgence. (Malik, 2004) Radical
Islam has damaged both Pakistan and Central Asian societies and additional reciprocal assistance
is essential to deal with this problem, yet beyond security concerns, common economic interests
can play crucial role in jointly advantageous relations in future.
Pakistan made efforts to establish close ties with these states in various fields. The reciprocal
high level delegations have been a main aspect of relations between Pakistan and Central Asia,
which added to enhanced understanding, close cooperation and impetus in these visits, is
constantly increasing. Pakistan began to develop close relations with a high-level delegation
directed by then Minister of State for Economic Affairs, Sardar Asif Ahmed Ali. In 2001 from
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24th November and 15 December 2001, Pakistani delegations visited Russia and the Central
Asian republics. Remarked upon the initiative, the then Secretary General of Foreign Affairs,
Akram Zaki announced that recognition of the Central Asian republics would provide new vistas
of bilateral cooperation. Pakistan has close ties of history, faith and culture with these states.
(Fazal-ur-Rahman) In the meantime, political chaos and peace in Afghanistan remains a sinqua
non for developing dealings in various fields. Pakistan can contribute in construction and
rehabilitation of Afghanistan, particularly in housing, trade, transportation and infrastructure.
Economic interests have always been and will maintain to be the basis for deep relations between
Pakistan and CARs (Jalalzai, 2003: 149).

4.9

Current Bilateral Scenario of Relations between Pakistan and Central
Asian States (Past, and Present)

4.9.1

Pakistan and Kazakh relations

Historical archives reveals the Kazaks southern fringe, on old silk route has always attracted a
flow of Central Asian travelers from east and west. (Clammer, 116, 2010) Pakistan benefits its
weight from geographic location, in its physical form oblong, offers the vital overland routes to
transit trade and energy in inter region and intra-region. (Khan, 2000, 12)

Pakistan„s pivotal

geographic location can play a vital role in economic integration of the region. Keeping this
potential, Pakistan has been following the policy to transform itself into the economic and
transport hub of the region, by developing transport infrastructure and mechanizing the ports.
Since the disintegration of USSR, Pakistan tried to play a key role in developing close economic
ties and cordial links with CARs. The factors which provided strengthen base for making close
ties between Pakistan and Kazakhstan, are historical links, common ideology, mutual common
interests and cultural connections. (Khan, 2003: 121).

Kazakhs landlocked position and

Pakistan‟s geographic location, mainly Gwader port, giving access to sea is the main factor, in
developing close ties between them.
To establish bilateral relations, high level meeting and official delegations were made to revive
old historical and cultural ties. Pakistan‟s has always highlighted the geoeconomic dimension of
its foreign policy objectives in Central Asia. In February, 23-25, 1992, Nursultan Nazarbayev,
Kazakhs President made his official visit to Pakistan and both governments signed the „basic
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documents to establish bilateral cooperation in various fields. He (Nazarbayev) also showed
interest to revive the old links (Dani, 1996: 130). In 1992, Joint Ministerial Commission for trade
and economic, scientific and technical and cultural cooperation was established between the
governments of Pakistan and Kazakhstan. In August 1995, Benazir Bhutto, Prime Minister of
Pakistan visited Kazakhstan and viewed the prospects of bilateral relations. On October 28-30,
1996, the official visit of Farooq Leghari, then President of Pakistan laid basis for trade ties
between the two countries. Kazakhs Foreign Minister visited Pakistan from March, 5-7, 1999
and discussed on;
1. Relations between Pakistan and Kazakhstan.
2. Efforts for restoration of durable peace in the region.
3. Foreign interference should be stopped.
4. Creation of broad based multi-ethnic government ( Sheikh, 2004: 158).
In November 2000, Pervez Mussaraf, Chief Executive of Pakistan‟s visit, mainly emphasized
and focused on trade and cultural links by constructing transport network. Pakistan‟s Prime
Minister, Shaukat Aziz, made his visit to attend SCO Summit, when Pakistan achieved the status
of SCO observer- state. Mutual high level visits provided strong grounds for developing bilateral
relations in trade and commerce which increased by 30%, reached usd43 million in 2008.
Bilateral trade has key potential which is not yet fully exploited. The main hindrance in its way is
lack of adequate transport links between the two countries. To overcome this deficiency, a
„transit transport agreement along the KKH was made among Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China
and Pakistan, the route has been opened in 2004.
The fields of mutual cooperation between Pakistan and Kazakhstan are, industrial potential, rich
natural reserves of Kazakhstan and Pakistan‟s growing energy demand and transit potential of
Gwader Seaports. More than 30 bilateral agreements,

encircling all spheres of life including

trade and economics, politics, cultural and scientific education and security have been signed.
Pakistan‟s private sector has magnificent opportunities to export variety of goods. On the other
side, Kazakhstan, the grain basket of the former USSR, can export wheat to fulfill Pakistan‟s
needs. Besides wheat, Pakistan can take advantage from its animal husbandry. Both Pakistan and
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Kazakhstan can benefit from each other‟s experience in the field of agricultural and mutually
beneficial trade.
The main trade routes are:
1. The commercial route from Gwadar and Karachi to Almaty via KKH ( covers around
3708 km)
2.

Through Afghanistan via Kandahar and Kabul ( covers 3800 km)

3.

From Lahore to Almaty via KKH with 2608 km.

4.

From Lahore to Kabul the routes involves a distance of 2700 km.

5. From Peshawar to Almaty via KKH, (2160 km) while almost same distance of 2152 via
Afghanistan.
6.

The route from Peshawar via Jalalabad, Kabul, Mezare-Sharif, Termiz, Samarkand, and
Tashkent to Chimkent the southernmost city of Kazakhstan (1700 km).

7. From Gwadar to Chimkent via Kandahar, Kabul, Termiz, and Tashkent,(3476 km). All
this shows Pakistan‟s pivotal geographic location for regional trade transport particularly
for the landlocked Kazakhstan.
4.9.2

Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan

The republic of Kyrgyzstan is a small, poor, land-locked Central Asian state who attained
significance especially after 9/11, due to scramble for access to energy and other natural
resources, trade routes, and Western supply routes for operations in Afghanistan. Its direct
proximity to Afghanistan exposed it to become a front line state in war against terrorism in
Afghanistan. Pakistan is located at the commercial corridor of „world major maritime oil supply
lines. Her close proximity to the oil rich Central Asian republics, has made her significant in
regional and global scenario. Although, Pak-Kyrgyz relations established after independence of
Kyrgyz republic in 1991, yet cordial, formal bilateral relations were developed on 10th May
1992, when the protocol for establishment of diplomatic relations was signed.
Indeed, Pakistan has established diplomatic relations with Kyrgyzstan, yet historical bonds
between the people of Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan played a vital role in strengthening these ties.
The Islamic period of Sultanate„s and Mughal Empire as well as the people from various fields
of life travelled to Pakistan and settled permanently there. Many Pakistanis also claim Kyrgyz
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ancestry, among them as many Kyrgyz are settled in the northern areas of Pakistan. Broghil pass,
situated between Chitral and the Wakhan Corridor, once had a large Kyrgyz community.
During the period 1991-2013, there has been high level of meeting and visits on both sides for
cooperation in various fields for the promotion of trade, economic and cultural ties between
them. In 1991, Pakistan‟s Minister of State for Economic Affairs visited Kyrgyzstan and offered
export credit of US$ 10 million for the establishment of pharmaceutical factory at Bishkek. In
1993, an agreement of rescheduling the loan repayment was signed .The 1 st achievement in
economic cooperation was the opening of NBP branch at Bishkek. Pakistan has tried all possible
efforts to develop trade links with the republic. The Kyrgyz Government has also shown keen
interests to establish bilateral trade and cultural cooperation with Pakistan by establishing sister
city relationship between Quetta-Bishkek and Osh-Sialkot, are under consideration by the two
sides. A draft „Cultural Agreement is under consideration.
In 2004, a pact was signed among Pakistan, China, Kazakhs and Kyrgyz governments to
strengthen regional economic cooperation. In 2004, Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani
talked with Almazbek Atambaev and agreed to „abolish all hindrances for a smooth and useful
operation of the „Quadrilateral Traffic in Transit Agreement. (QTTA). (Tribune, 2011) He also
talked on the ways to develop the possible of assistance in trade, infrastructure and
communication.
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan both generate surplus „hydroelectricity during summer .On the other
hand Pakistan is facing electricity shortage in summer season. Thus, to take control of power
shortage in the summer season, a resolution was signed to import 1,300 MW electricity, „DC-AC
convertor station would be set up at Peshawar .The project includes-„500kv line Datka-Khudjand
(477km) with Tajik network transferring, Kyrgyz exports to Sangtuda, 750 km HVDC line
Sangtuda-Kabul-Peshawar, 300 MW Convertor station at Kabul with import and export
capability. Pakistan„s Federal Minister for Water and Power Khwaja Asif remarked that
Pakistan will reap fruit in the form of 1227 km transmission line which will extend from Kyrgyz
Republic to Tajikistan, moving through Afghanistan and finally to Pakistan (News, 2013).
Afghanistan Minister for Energy and Water Al-Haj Mohammad Esmail talking to media persons
said: “The project would further strengthen ties between the four countries and would help boost
their economies” (News, 2013).
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Both Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan have potentials to develop bilateral trade. Despite having great
potential both the countries have very low trade volume. To come out of the existing world
economic crunch, both countries are trying to expand trade ties with each other. The acting
Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan, Kubanychbek Toktorbaev has showed keen interest in developing
trade ties with Pakistan by offering to sell surplus electricity to Pakistan (The Dawn, 2013). He
said, “Pakistan‟s total exports to Kyrgyzstan are $2.4 million and imports are around
$0.4million,” (Daily Times, 2013). Toktorbaev, during his visit to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on 24th Sept, 2013, said,
“Pak-China Economic Corridor is a very significant project for Pakistan as well as for
Kyrgyzstan. It would link Kashgar to Gwadar by railway and road links and would facilitate
connecting Pakistan with Kyrgyzstan as Kashgar and Bishkek are already connected through a
strong road link. Pakistani entrepreneurs should take benefit by exploring business opportunities
in Kyrgyzstan. They could also get easy access to huge Russian and Central Asian markets by
promoting trade ties with Kyrgyzstan.”(The Frontier Post, 2013)
In 2012, while celebrating 20 years of diplomatic relationship betwe en Pakistan and
Kyrgyzstan, the people of Kyrgyz brought a piece of their culture to Pakistan National
Heritage Museum at Lok Versa. Kyrgyz Ambassador Alik Orozov said,” Our countries are
united not only by geographical proximity, we have common cultural roots. Kyrgyzstan could
become a logistic platform to promote Pakistani goods in Russian and Central Asian markets.
(Tribune, 2012)
4.9.3

Turkmenistan and Pakistan

Turkmenistan„s vast energy resources had made the country impossible to be ignored any longer.
(Kort, 2004) Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the energy rich CARs
(Turkmenistan) has deduced main worth in Pakistan‟s foreign policy. Turkmenistan‟s mammoth
energy reserves and Pakistan‟s energy needs with nearest geographic proximity and his desire to
become the gateway to Central Asia (or Turkmenistan) have enthused Pakistan‟s interests in
developing close economic ties with Central Asia. After independence in 1991, both countries
have benefited

from significant economic,

Turkmenistan tried to
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cultural and political relations. Pakistan and

establish cordial relations and made efforts to develop constructive and

fruitful ties, not only beneficial for the economy and security of both countries yet to revive the
old historical,cultura and economic bonds for establishing concrete and deep-rooted relations is
the need of hour for economic growth of both countries.
Keeping into attention, the extensive hydrocarbon reserves, Nayazov, the Turkmen President
showed interest to export 30 billion metres bcm per year of gas to Pakistan by 2005. It was
decided that Turkmenistan would provide certification of Dauletabad gas field reservoirs and
Pakistan would submit its gas demand while Afghanistan would provide assurance about the
security of the pipeline. (http://www.gasandoil.com/goc/ news/ntc 40234 .htm)

The Turkmen‟s

dream is to build oil and gas pipelines to carry their hydrocarbon reserves through Afghanistan to
Pakistan and China. (McCauley, 71,2002) In August, 1994, Niyazov, visited Pakistan ,not only
talked on mutual and bilateral cooperation but also signed agreements in the field of economic,
cooperation, trade, culture, oil and gas and construction of Railway and highways. In October
1994, Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto paid a visit to Turkmenistan where all these agreements
were further rescheduled on mutual cooperation and benefits.In 1995, President of Turkmenistan
visited Pakistan and signed memorandum of understanding in the field of gas pipe line from
Turkmenistan to Pakistan via Afghanistan. Indeed, the country having opportunities to create a
situation which correspond to civilized standards of communication is Pakistan (Dani, 1996:
173).
The Turkmen Foreign Minister visited Pakistan from January, 25-27 1999 and discussed on
bilateral cooperation in trade and commerce. The two sides reiterated their commitment to the
early establishment of durable peace in Afghanistan because the regional prosperity lies in
Afghan‟s peace. (Sheikh, 2004.162) Pakistan‟s Ex-Foreign Minister Khurshid Mahmood Kasuri
said, “Pakistan can play vital role for swift regional development due to its geographic location,
a bridge between Middle East, Central Asia and Far East, it can play a key role in gas supply to
India and China from Iran, Qatar, and Turkmenistan” (Yousafzai, 2006). The Joint Ministerial
Commission headed by Pakistan‟s Minister of state for foreign affairs (Nawabzada Malik Amad
Khan) and Rashid Meredov, Turkmen vice premier and minister of foreign affairs, discussed the
future prospects of cooperation between Pakistan and Turkmenistan. Both countries made five
accords in various fields on 14th November 2011. The state of Turkmenistan also offered to
export 1,000 megawatt electricity to Pakistan (The Express, 2010: 26th August).
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Turkmen President visited Pakistan on 14th November 2011 and discussed on future prospects f
their relations on trade and energy cooperation. He termed his visit a “landmark event offering a
fresh momentum to the Pak-Turkmen bilateral ties” Pakistan‟s Prime Minister, Gilani, said that
Pakistan can provide Turkmenistan trade corridors over land and sea routes (Raza, Dawn, 2011:
Nov 15). Pakistan„s Ex Federal Minister of Commerce, M.Faheem while talking to Turkmen
Ambassador, Atadjan Movlamov suggested high level meetings to enhance trade and commerce
between them. Turkmen Ambassador projected that future bonds between Pakistan and
Turkmenistan should

be support on market access and trade transit country (2012,

www.pakistanreorter.com).
Ex-President Asif Ali Zardari during his visit to Turkmenistan said that Pakistan is keen to
upgrade her bilateral tied in the field of economic and trade by advancing communication
network and developing an energy and trade corridor. Pakistan can fulfill her energy demand
from Turkmen‟s energy by TAPI. He termed the project, “huge mutual and regional
significance”. Pakistan also agreed to provide access to its Gwader port for LNG terminal to
export (The News, 2013).
4.9.4

Pakistan and Tajikistan

Tajikistan is located at the heart of Central Asia, linked with China to the east and the Indian
subcontinent to the south. In ancient times, it was at the crossroads of Asia and four major Silk
Road routes passed through the mountain range, mainly a vital southern route connecting with
Pakistan via Wakhan Corridor which resulted in settlement of Tajiks in Pakistani areas
(estimates are about 1.2 million). The republic is the only Persian speaking country, having deep
cultural, linguistic and religious ties with Pakistan. Tajiks has religious relations with Pakistan,
as Hazrat Syed Amir Kabir Ali Hamdani, the Great saint preached Islam throughout the
subcontinent and Central Asia was from Tajikistan. Their reciprocal relations date back, when
both were part of the Persian Empire, having deep cultural roots of Turanian and Persian
influence in two centuries, which strengthened after independence of Tajikistan in 1991. Pakistan
was one of the 1st countries who recognized and established diplomatic relations with Tajikistan
by opening his embassy in 1993, whereas Tajikistan opened diplomatic missions in 1997, four
years later. Trade ties gradually developed between them through summits and delegations for
searching the ways to improve bilateral trade. In fact, Pakistan can be a gateway to Central Asia,
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placed at just fourteen Kms away from Tajikistan can become a marvelous source of revenue
from the Central Asian region. It can provide opportunities for Tajikistan, to boost cheaper
exports. To promote Pak-Tajik bilateral relations, for the last few years, high level of diplomatic
and trade delegations have exchanged. Tajik President, Emomali Rakhmonov, visited Pakistan
On March 1994 and hoped to strengthen friendly ties and common cultural and historic bonds.
The leaders of both countries also talked about quadrilateral agreement of transit trade through
KKH between Pakistan, China, Kazakhstan and Kirgizstan, while Tajikistan is interested to join.
Tajikistan is the 3rd largest producer of hydroelectric power in the world. ( http://www.
tajikembassy.pk) Both Tajikistan and Kirgizstan attracts attention, first of all by rich hydroenergetic resources. According to experts estimates, imported from Tajikistan electro-energy
would be much cheaper compared to energy generated on local thermal power stations. It has a
natural edge in producing electricity. Keeping this in view, Prime Minister, Muhterma Benazir
Bhutto talked on technical possibilities in Ragun power station and doubled ten million dollar
supplier credit to twenty million dollars to Tajikistan (Jalalzai, 1994: 325).
Pakistan not only can receive electric power from Tajikistan and other Central Asian state but
can also create a united energy system

with Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Afghanistan like the

system that is being created by Turkmenistan, Iran, Turkey and Armenia. (Khan, 2004: 219).
Tajikistan agreed to build power supply line of 500 or 750 KV from its soil to Pakistan via
Pamir-Wakhan –Afghanistan to Chitral (Sheikh, 2004: 166). Saidbaig, the Tajik Ambassador
(2008) proclaimed that Tajikistan would be able to export cheap electricity to Pakistan and Iran.
Pakistan wants to import Tajik electricity to its northern areas because Tajikistan has the huge
Hydropower potentials and can provide cheapest electricity to adjacent areas. Pakistan can
facilitate Tajikistan in trade and commercial spheres not only in Pakistan but also with the rest of
the world. Pakistan has constructed the Gwadar Port and is improving road networks in the
country and also constructing Totkhum-Jalalabad Road in Afghanistan which will endeavor to
establish a land route with Tajikistan (Mussaraf at the Aiwan-i-Sadr, Dawn, 2004: 13th May).
Pakistan‟s Ex Prime Minister, Shaukat Aziz also highlighted the old cultural and historical ties
which can be used to strengthen their relations. President Asif Ali Zardari and Emomali Rahman,
his Tajik counterpart at SCO summit reviewed their relations and stressed the need to develop
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them into momentous ties. President of Tajikistan said that Pakistan could prove as a gateway of
Central Asia for trade that would also promote Pak-Tajik bilateral economic relations.
(http://www.Pakistan times.net) Zardari hoped President Rehmon‟s visit will add a new chapter
in bilateral relations between the two countries (Observer, 2011). Zardari also showed interest in
developing transport network on his visits (Sept 2011, Mar, 2012) and hoped that a road link
between Pakistan and Tajikistan through the Wakhan corridor, connecting Ishkashim and Chitral
will help increasing the trade volume and would benefit the local industries and the population.
(www.pakistannewsday.com/pak-tajik-agree-to-enhance-bilateral-ties)
Jononov Sherali, Tajikistan Ambassador (at Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry on 9th
Oct, 2013) showed keen interest in developing trade and explained that both sides have huge
potential in various sectors to develop economy. Tajikistan is in a dire need of access to the
world through Gwader port. Major projects with Tajikistan transport network are;


Opening the highways of „Kulyab- Khorug-Kulma-Karakoruom, the Istiqlal
Tunnel



4 bridges between Tajikistan and Afghanistan



reconstruction of Dushanbe - Qurgantepa highway



The construction of Dushanbe – Nurabad – Jirgatal – Saritosh. Nowadays over 50
agricultural and construction projects are under implementation by cost of about
700 million US $.

LCCI President Sohail Lashari said,
“We need to make consistent efforts by following a pro-trade strategy to set the right pattern of
trade between two countries. We should take this as an opportunity for Pakistani businessmen to
consider Tajikistan as a feasible destination to start business ventures. Pakistan can serve as an
energy and trade corridor for Tajikistan through Gwadar Deep Seaport connected with Central
Asian States and China with a network of roads” (The Express Tribune, 2013: 8th October).
Chairman Senate Syed Nayyer Hussain Bokhari, in a meeting with Tajik ambassador
Zulbaydullo N. Zubaydov said , “Pakistan highly value its relations with Tajikistan, as our ties
are rooted in shared religion, culture history and enhanced communication through the Wakhan
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corridor, between the two countries, can boost trade relations and people to people contacts.
(Pakistan Today,2012) Pakistan-Tajikistan bilateral trade has increased from 15 million US
dollars in 2011 to over 72 million in 2012, reflecting a boost in trade and commerce between
them.
General Ashfaq Parvez Kayani, Pakistan's chief of army staff also visited Tajikistan on August
29, 2013, chiefly discussed to develop military and economic cooperation. Actually, Pakistan is
trying to reduce India‟s role and military cooperation in Tajikistan (http://mmababasi.com).
4.9.5

Mutual Ties between Pakistan and Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan, the largest and richest country in Central Asia with 29 million people and vast
natural resources provide for a potential trade destination. “Being very close to each other,
Pakistan should focus on economic and commercial cooperation between the two countries.
(M.Waheed-ul-Hasan) Pak–Uzbek historical links during mediaeval times cannot be ignored.
Amir Temur, the ruler of Samarqand declared himself the Emperor of India after conquering
Delhi in 1398. Babur, the founder of Mughal dynasty, established his dynastic rule in (1526-30)
the subcontinent. It shows remarkable links between them. (Haq, 2011 AT http;//ipripak.org/fact
files/ff139.pdf.)
Pak-Uzbek relations are based on geographical nearness, common historical, religious and
cultural linkages. Being important economic partners in South Asia, Uzbekistan is interested to
develop relations of good neighborhood with states lying to the south of the Amu Darya, an
important factor of strengthening of its security, internal and regional stability.Trde and
economic ties with southern neighbors is of great importance for its security concerns as well.
The sphere of geopolitical interests of Uzbekistan in southern direction includes Iran, Turkey,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, China, India, with peculiar relations embracing economic, cultural and
other spheres (Mukimjanova, 1996: 103-108).
Pakistan was the 3rd county that opened embassy in Uzbekistan and provided grounds to
establish diplomatic relations in 1992 (Naik, 1990: 122). An important factor in developing
mutual ties in various spheres is regular high-level meetings between Pakistan and Uzbekistan.
Islam Karimov, Uzbek President visited Pakistan in August 1992 and agreed to establish Transit
Trade through Karachi. In 1992, Pakistan made agreements with Uzbekistan for the
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establishment of satellite communications equipment and the manufacture of rolling stock for
Central Asian railways. (Amin, 1994) The Uzbek Foreign Minister visited on November 25-26,
1998 to Pakistan. Both countries decided to make efforts for strengthening bilateral relationships,
also with Afghanistan (Sheikh, 2004: 159). Pakistan‟s President, Farooq Leghari, (1995) while
talking to Uzbek foreign minister Hafizovich Kamilov said; “Pakistan can act as a bridge
between the Muslim countries and the Western world. Both the countries should focus on vital
areas for economic cooperation and joint ventures in agricultural, industrial and mining sectors.
(http://ipripak.org).
Pervez Mussaraf‟s visit to Uzbekistan in 2006 provided a strong base for the further
enhancement of mutual cooperation. The notion of „most favored nation‟ was applied for mutual
trade. The period 2005-06 reveals that both leaders of Pakistan and Uzbekistan made reciprocal
visits to shape the development of joint cooperation. Karimov, Uzbek President said, Pakistan is
one of the important trade and economic partners of us in South Asia”.
The major areas of mutual trade need progress in transport infrastructure and establishment of
new substitute corridors including through restoration of routes of cargoes historically running
on the Great Silk road. Over past twenty years, both countries have seen progress in bilateral,
cordial and friendly ties. Pakistan and Uzbekistan have signed at least 56 bilateral agreements
and MoU since 1991 to expand trade and cultural ties. Uzbekistan has made a proposal of
Trilateral Transit Trade Agreement among Pak-Afghan-Uzbekistan, to resolve problems in
promoting trade. Uzbekistan also seeks to use Gwader port for access to international market.
Pakistan not only provides them shortest route to seas yet can expand its trade volume.
Despite of many hurdles, Pakistan is hopeful to a future gateway to Central Asia. The four
proposed routes between Pakistan and Uzbekistan are:
1. From Tashkent to Karachi via Termez – Kabul – Torkham and through N-5( total
distance 3209 km)
2. From Tashkent to Karachi via Termez – Kabul – Torkham

via Indus Highway(2852

km,providing short distance)
3. From Tashkent-Karachi via Termez – Mazar-i-Sharif – Herat – Kandahar – Chaman –
Khuzdar (2983 km)
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4. Tashkent-Gwadar via Termez – Herat – Kandahar – Chaman – Khuzdar – Turbat (
covering the distance of 3276 km(Ahmed,2005)
Uzbekistan has sixty times more gas than Pakistan and can fulfill Pakistan‟s energy
requirenments after building 120 km pipe line. It was hoped that Pakistan with the GDP growth
of 5.1% for the year 2002-2003 and with advancement of communication network would not
leave its neighbors untouched. It is clear that both Uzbekistan and Pakistan are in need of mutual
relations for stability and economic progress prosperity of the whole region.

4.10

Conclusion

Pakistan‟s pivotal location provides an opportunity to serve as regional transit corridor in trade
and energy sector. Pakistan can also serve as transit corridor for both Afghanistan and Central
Asian region. Geographically, routes to the south for Central Asia are most feasible for trade, as
other directions involve long distances, lack of infrastructure or prohibitive climate and
topography. If Pakistan is successful in penetrating the Central Asian markets, it can become a
major trade corridor through the seaports of Karachi, Port Qasim and Gwadar. Central Asian
states are rich in energy resources; they have combined 8.2 billion tons of proven oil reserves
and 8.4 trillion cubic metres of natural gas reserves. On the other hand, Pakistan is facing energy
shortage due to economic growth. The only win-win solution to handle this problem is to connect
energy rich Central Asian states to Pakistan consumptions centres, which will bring economic
growth in Central Asia through oil and gas revenues and will be helpful for Pakistan to continue
on the path of stable economic growth. In spite of massive potential of indigenous energy
resources, Pakistan remains energy deficient; rely mainly on the imports of petroleum products
to satisfy its present needs. To overcome this problem, Pakistan can utilize Central Asian energy
resources by developing energy transit routes which are of crucial importance for the mutual
benefit of both Pakistan and Central Asia. Pakistan can utilize not only historical but natural
corridor through Afghanistan. The best way to bring Central Asian oil and gas to Pakistan is the
proposed pipelines.

Three most important projects in this sector are: IPI, TAPI and CASA,

which will benefit Central Asian countries by providing them with new markets.
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CHAPTER: 05

Pakistan’s Cultural and Historical Links with Central Asia
Central Asia, a landlocked region, has been known as a paramount continent because of its
cultural, historical and geographical significance and its diverse eternal and deep-rooted
influences on every part of the world. (Taylor, Stevens, 1892) The history reveals that the region
due to its unique geographical position worked as melting pot of various civilizations, (Gardezi,
1988) which not only intermingled and developed in the region but spread towards other
directions. The increasing economic and cultural potential of the ancient inhabitants of Central
Asia allowed them to create such outstanding work of arts which influenced the surrounding
areas (Dani, 1992: 108). Central Asia is placed at the cultural cross– roads of several ancient
civilizations since the drawn of history. Thus, it is called the cradle of early mankind and place
of „ancient civilizations (Rahimovna, 2001: 17). The great ancient civilizations of China, Iran,
India and the Turks of northern steppe have all shaped its history. (Atabaki &Kane, 1998)
Intellectual revolution within Islam focused and diverted attention of the world towards Central
Asia, which also affected the nearby areas. (Myer, 2002) The region occupies an imperative
place in Pakistan‟s cultural and economic bonds in the light of historical background. Since the
disintegration of USSR, energy-rich Central Asia has received great importance in Pakistan‟s
foreign policy. Historically, Pakistan had close, well built sturdy cultural and economic bonds
with Central Asia in the past. Pakistan‟s geographical proximity, its strong cultural, religious and
economic bonds and its desire to become a gateway to Central Asia, have enthused Pakistan‟s
interests in developing and reviving old cultural and economic ties with Central Asia. This
chapter analyses critically the geographical, cultural, economic and religious bonds of Central
Asia especially with Pakistan in the past. This chapter will also explores the old trade and
cultural linkage between Pakistan and Central Asia; so that the future prospects of cultural and
trade bonds can be reinstate in its historical context. The historical perception of the Silk Road
underlines the geo-economic value of Pakistan cannot be ignored.
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5.1

Cultural Ties among Central Asia and its Adjacent Areas

Culture is a continuous affair of human life. Edward B.Tylor called culture a complex hole
which incorporates knowledge, faith, art, law, morals, custom, and many other potentials and
traditions attained by man as a member of society1 . Culture has multidimensional concept which
can be interpreted differently by people‟s interest in its different facets (Ryan, 2007). Culture is
shared, transmitted through learning and helps shape behavior and beliefs. According to Bates
and Plog, “Culture is a system of shared beliefs, values, customs, behaviors, and artifacts that the
members of a society use to cope with their world and with one another, and that are transmitted
from generation to generation through learning” ( Plog, 1976: 6).
Interaction is a source of culture. No man is in a vacuum, each person inevitably interacts with the other
people. Interaction between different nations has several reasons. It may be cultural, political and
economic. People of one culture are prone to absorb new traits from other cultures. It has happened in
almost all cases where one culture meets another. Before the advent of Islam, the Arabs had cultural
contacts with Persia and Rome. After adopting Islam, they entered in Iraq, Persia …then entered Central
Asia (Bukhara and Samarkand). Samarkand became a great centre of craftsmanship and trade ,medieval
learning and culture and surrounding settlements received

great influence

during Timur‟s period

(2003:338). Samarkand and a series of other Transoxiana towns became major centres of international
trade, from there passed the most important trade arteries ,linking Central Asia to China to India with
Europe and the near East ( Asimov, 2003: 340). Because of same history, geography, ideology, culture,
tradition, economic, race and ethnicity, the interaction between people of Central Asia and sub-continent
took place in various periods. The people of Central Asia are closely tied by culture, ethnicity, trade and
religion with Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran and Xinjiang (China) The cultural bond between KPK, northern
areas and Central Asia also shows historical links among these areas (Shabbir, 2009).

5.2

Regional Cultural Bonds in various periods

The core region of Asia, illustrious as Central Asia stretches from the Caspian Sea to China, from east to
west and from Afghanistan to Russia in the north to south, having vast area, half as large the US.
(Rahimovna, 2001). The region has been closely tied to the Silk Road which played its role as a crossroad
for movement of people, culture, trade between east and west and thus interaction of different cultures
and ideas took place and developed various civilizations whom effects can be seen in these areas in their
traditional customs and cultures. (Asif, 2011) On the other hand, the character of old Silk Road in
development, interaction and inter-enrichment of cultures and the bright phenomenon of the world
civilization also credited with Central Asia. (Baipakova, 2002) The region has played a paramount role
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in the cultural processes of various epochs (Dani, 1999: 19). Therefore it is regarded as the cradle of early
civilizations. Central Asia is deemed as a cultural and historical concept that embraced countries joined
by ancient cultural, economic and political bounds and shared history acted as mediator because of its
geographical location.
The history reveals that in early civilizations, some gained place in the history through writing; some by
developing large empires, but could not gained such popularity on the world scene as Central Asia with
major empires played dominant role in the world by flourishing the cultural and commercial trade links
between Asia and Europe. The foremost cultural framework in much of Central Asia may be interpreted
as a hybrid configuration. (http:// geocurrents .info/geopolitics) The Islamic culture prevailing in Pakistan
is due to the Central Asian culture, not the Arab culture in character. In Mawar-un-Nehr, the mystic
teaching of Sufism came from Iraq in the 11th and 12th centuries, the Sufism penetrated into India through
saints, sufis and invaders from Central Asia which ultimately influenced Indian (Pakistani) culture.
Cultural contacts lasted for centuries not only among religious but also among Sufi orders. Sufism that
developed in Iran, Turkey and Pakistan, came from Central Asia. Yet Kaushik contradicts this opinion
and said, “Central Asian borrowed much from the culture of India, China. Mesopotamia and Iran and
enriched it further with their creative genius” (Kaushik, 1976: 24). During the medieval ages, Mawar-unNehr was the most prosperous and meeting place for the traders from China, India, Turkistan, Russia and
other parts of the world. The cities developed along the trade routes which not only developed as
industrial centres, but also attracted the outsiders from all over the world (Aslam). Maqdisi tells us that
Kabul was the meeting place of the traders in Central Asian region. (Maqdisi, 304) The people of Sust
had commercial relations with India. Zaranaj that served as a link between Qandahar and Multan, was
also meeting place of trade caravans in the region. The main characteristic and historical interaction of
culture can be defined under following headings.

5.3

Turkic and Persian Intersection

Central Asia has been an area of dynamic intersection of Turkic and Persian cultures and contact
between nomads and sedentary people. (http://www.allempires. com/article) Nomads and settlers
performed a significant role in defining cultural identities, and well kept many Old Turkic and
Mongol heritage. All through the centuries, some of these Turkic cultures paid an important
effect on some characteristics of cultural growth in the Persian-speaking world. The Turkic and
Persian parts interacted to such extent that some scholars persuaded to use the term “TurkicPersian” instead of “Central Asian” with reference to Central Asia‟s cultural inheritance. Turko-
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Persia civilizations have been deeply interwoven in Central Asia.Turko-Pessian traditions
blended in the 9th and 10th centuries and grew to be a paramount culture of the ruling classes of
Central and South Asia (Boulnois, 2005). With the establishment of Gaznavids rule at Lahore,
Pakistan regained its cultural glory. During the Ghaznavid period, intellectuals, scholars and
poets from Bukhara, Nishapur, Samarkand and Kashgar collaborated in Lahore and turned it into
another Turko-Persian Islamic centre. The Mughal, who invaded India came from Central Asia;
strengthen the Persian culture in India. The region has been subdivided into three cultural zones:
1. The ancient historical part of the region, located in the river valleys and the oases
between the two greatest waterways of Central Asia, one is the Amu Darya on
the right bank of the river was called Maverannahr and the other is Syr Darya.
2. The rustic or pastoral society that was placed to the northeast of the Syr Darya
River, named Jetysuu “the zone of seven rivers”. In medieval era, these societies
developed in the area edged by Tian Shan Mt in the south and Lake Balqash in
the north, completely destroyed during the Mongol invasion.
3. Eurasian steppe played a considerable role in the history of Central Asia.
The other three parts that played no less a role in ancient Central Asian history have been
seperated

from the region in the modern period.These are‚ Khorasan2 ,Tarim Basin,sometimes

called eastern Turkistan nd athe steppe zone. Khorasan was one of the main centres of cultural
development and communication between Persian and original Central Asian cultures in the past
including the famous cities of Herat, Nishapur and Merv. The focal point of influence, Central
Asia passed through various stages in the migrations of the nomads, Scythians, Kushans, Hans
and various Turkic tribes. Mongols and various other races travelled this way. Indeed Central
Asia is well-identified by its three cultural entities i.e. Persia, India and China. (Gardezi, 1988)
Bukhara was one of the Central Asia‟s important commercial, handicraft and cultural centers,
the people had trade and cultural links with Iran, Sub-continent, China and other countries
(Saeed, 16: 1993). Pakistan and Central Asia are sites of original cultures and centers of world‟s
earliest civilizations. Karlugh, that descendent of Turks of Central Asia is a tribe settled in
Hazara region of Pakistan. The cultural and historical bonds between Pakistan, Iran Turkey,
Afghanistan and Central Asia are very old and exist on a large scale. Languages that were like
Persian, Turkish, and Urdu developed through the continuous, persistent and useful influence of
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Islam, resulted and witnessed the appearance of common literary arts, a common technique,
common expressions, and even a mutual feeling and a mutual literary taste to some extent.
Pakistan‟s national language, Urdu has Turkish influence which comes from a Turkish word
meaning "horde" or "army”.When Seljukians conquered Anatolia, Turks settled in the West,
encouraged the flowering of a national Islamic new culture. Turko-Persian cultural similarities
exist in Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and Central Asian reflects their close ties. All this shows that
strong ties and vestiges of a common culture, centuries old, exist among Turkey, Iran and
Pakistan in their way of life.

5.4

The Soan Valley Civilization

The survival of linkages between Subcontinent,(Pakistan) and Central Asia at the end of 3 rd and
beginning of 2nd millennium B.C is beyond doubts, yet cultural links between Pakistan and
Central Asia can be found back to the ancient times. In the Indian perspective, the Paleolithic
(earliest Stone Age) culture is known as “The Soan” (gold) after its 1 st recognition on the banks
of the river of that name while the same age is known as “Borykazhan” in Central Asia, specified
after the type site in Southern Kazakhstan. (Khan, 165, 1995) S.P.Gupta said, “The tools of both
Pakistani and Central Asian cultures are amazingly indistinguishable It appears rather possible
that the Soan culture originated in the Beas-Sutlej Basin contacted westward in the Soan region,
crossed the Himalayas and enthused the Pamirs” (Central Asia) ( Khan, 1994: 165).
The prehistoric culture of Soan tradition is found along the course of the Vakhsh River in
southern Tajikistan (Dani, 1992: 84). Some of the unique relics of Stone Age man in the
subcontinent are discovered in the Soan Valley of the Potohar region with a possible antique of
about 500,000 years. The stone pebbles found in Soan valley (Pakistan) illustrate a link with the
Hissar Culture in Central Asia. With the passage of time, man improved his technology and
produced sharp tools of caring and for hunting animals. A hunting scene can be seen on several
rock carvings, a unique style of rock art so recognized in the Trans- Pamir region of Tajikistan
and Kirghizstan, also well carved near Chilas in the Northern Areas of Pakistan along the
Karakorum Highway. Diffusion of culture continued in the Neolithic stage and in Bronze Age
culture also.
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In seventh millennium B.C, the people (of Pakistan) developed trade relations with the people of
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Iran and other Arab world. The early Bronze Age culture as variety
of pots, painting on this pottery from Central Asia and Afghanistan spread outward in the area of
Sindh, Baluchistan, Punjab and NWFP (now KPK). The agricultural communities laid the
foundation of 1st early civilization. Archives show the importance of Central Asia as an
independent centre of creative human cultures. (Dani & Masson, 1999: 473).

5.5

Neolithic Period

Neolithic period is marked by two productive systems, agriculture and cattle-breeding. The
archaeological discoveries in Central Asia have marked out these areas as important centers of
production in agriculture and cattle-breeding (Dani & Masson, 1999: 474). During Neolithic
period, (late stone period, commenced about 8000 B.C) in many areas of Central Asia and north
India, (Indus valley where the world‟s 1 st village was developed.) prevailed the akin agricultural
cultures. The same processes of social progress occurred in both Central and South Asian
regions, gave rise to urban civilizations and states. Similarly in that historical period, some of the
findings from south Turkmenistan (Merv) has identical in the Harappa culture, e.g., metal and
ivory, faience beads and pottery (Ahmar, 1995: 67). Red painted floors of Neolithic sites have
been found in Turkey, (Hacilar), Deh Luranplain (Iran), Levand and Depe in Turkmenistan and
at Mehrgarh in Baluchistan. (Jarriage and Lechevallier, 1979) The Neolithic culture of Kashmir
and northern areas of Pakistan has close affinity with Neolithic culture of Central Asia.
The period 15,000 B.C reveals that, Indo Aryans approached from Central Asia and settled in
Indus valley, Yamuna and Ganges plains. The Vedas includes substantial data on Indo-Aryan
existence and about the autonomous states which they developed (Ahmar, 1995: 34- 35).
Mehrgarh, (Pakistan) is one of the mainly Neolithic places in Archaeology. The Kashmir valley
also possesses a rich and widely established Neolithic culture. The Kashmir valley attracted the
Neolithic people of the neighboring territories to settle here. Neolithic Culture began in Kashmir
around 2920 BC and presents a striking affinity with the Neolithic cultures of China, Russia,
Iran, West Asia and Central Asia. In the immediate neighborhood of Kashmir, Neolithic have
been found in Potwar Plateau, Swat Valley, Gomal Valley, and Baluchistan (Stacul, 1977).
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Mehrgarh is situated on one of the main routes connecting the high inland plateau of Central
Asia to the alluvial plains of the Indus system. The earliest evidence of changes (cross-cultural
influences, trade etc) in Central Asia comes from Mehrgarh‟s Neolithic agriculture. The
artefactual assemblage of Mehrgarh is of an archaic aspect, it is a Neolithic –type industry,
similar in many respects to that of „Jeitun in south Turkmenistan (Dani, 1992: 132). At
Mehrgarh, there is a pre-ceramic Neolithic .One of the most striking thing about this period is
that trade links with the Arabian coast and with Soviet Central Asia seem already to have been
established. The main similarities of Neolithic material cultures are bone points, stone tools,
hand made pottery etc. Broad cultural links were developed between Indus valley and Central
Asia in the course of Neolithic period. Thus, the Mehrgarh materials find close analogies in the
„Jeitunian

of southern Turkmenistan as well as in several sites of northern Iran, reflection of

cultural links as well as common cultural traditions with the Xinjiang Neolithic cultures

5.6

Gandhara Civilization

The complex and unequal nature of the development of ancient societies was fully reflected in
the Central Asian region. Pakistan takes pride in a rich Buddhist heritage; the seat of the
Gandhara civilization extending from Chinese Turkestan in the North and Central Asia to the
Karakorum‟s, the Himalayas, the North West Frontier Province, Kashmir , the Punjab to upper
Sindh. Gandhara, located on the main trade route linking India and Central Asia as well as
western Asia, was developed by Buddhists. (Bhukkus) (Khan, 1998) Ancient Gandhara, the
present Peshawar valley is placed at the threshold of the Indian subcontinent (Pakistan). The
great trade routes linking Central Asia, west Asia, and India traversed through Gandhara. Kabul
and Peshawar fall within a set of earliest trade routes identified communally as the Silk Road.
Over the long term, Kabul, Qandahar and Peshawar markets interacted dynamically. This
commercial zone has performed to connect „wider supra –regional economic networks in Central
and South Asia (Hanifi, 2011: 4, 6). These routes helped to meet civilizations, namely Central
Asian, Iranian and Indian and provided all the benefits of flourishing trade (Khan, 1998: 57).
These trade routes were as key of ancient society‟s interaction. Charsada in Peshawar and Texila
in the Potwar plateau reflect some cultural influences from India to the east and from (Taxila)
Central Asia to the north. There finding is pottery tradition in pre-Kushan times (Heston &
Hanaway, 1996).
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Gandhara was a significant channel of contact with ancient Iran, sub-continent and Central Asia.
The Kushan period is regarded as the Golden Period of Gandhara. Peshawar Valley and Taxila
are beleaguered with remains of stupas and monasteries of this period. Gandhara art came from
Central Asia, Gandhara style flourished and attained its peak during the Kushan period, from the
1st to the 5th century, especially under the reign of Kanishka (128–151) as Silk Road promoted
trade and cross-cultural connections from the Mediterranean to China. Two possible routes for
the dissemination of Buddha from Gandhara to Central Asia were:
1. Through the Hindukush mountain and Karakorum Mt

and Pamirs immediately

north and northeast of Gandhara and Swat.( Tsuchiya,1998)
2. Through the eastern part of Afghanistan by way of Nangarhar, Kapisa, Bamiyan
and Bactria. (1998)

5.7

Indus Valley Civilization

Due to subcontinent geographical proximity with Central Asia from the ancient times till the
British control over India, there was cross-regional and social dealings which led to forging of
highly major links. In the past, Central Asia remained a massive reservoir of human energy and
skills where many conquerors and many religions left their still un-extinguished symbols for
many centuries. The Indus valley stood as buffer region between the heart of Indus and the main
centers of population in Central Asia (Dani, 1967: 6).
Pakistan is rooted in the unity of Indus basin which built up the economic strength of the valley,
lies between the Oxus valley of Central Asia which opens towards the north, and the Ganges
valley of India (Dani, 1967: 9). The Indus Valley Civilization was a Bronze Age civilization
(3300-1300 BCE) which played a vital role in the historical movement between the people of
Central and South Asia. In the 1st stage of Bronze technology land trade routes between Soviet
Central Asia was adequately established and at the same time trade links are noted with Iran,
Afghanistan and the Indus valley. The Indus valley with its identical pattern was unique in the
„ancient world civilization, its influence and broad connections presented a new picture of urban
setting in Central Asia (UNESCO, 1992: 22, 23).
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The Indus Valley Civilization had trade links with central Asia. Similarities of pottery,
ornaments, ceramics with southern Turkmenistan, northern Iran and other central Asian
regions shows the fact that the link of Indus valley with these regions was quite influential.
Harappa society included a wide network of trade contacts with Persian Gulf and Central Asia.
The archives reveal that Turan and Iran were associated through multiple bonds with the main
commercial centres in the Indus valley. Socio-cultural network and agricultural network of
Central Asia was connected by various ties with the centre of agricultural civilization of Indus
valley (Shaw, 1999: 80). The participation of Central Asia in trans-continental trade, occupying a
fundamental place along the Great Silk Road promoted the urban economies and society
(Jameson Shaw, 1999: 79).
The Indus river valley has offered a warm water sea outlet through Afghanistan to neighboring
parts of Central Asia during various historical periods under the Indian, Persian, Turkic, Mughal
and British empires. The geopolitical significance of the Indus Basin as an entrance to the
famous „Heartland‟ (Central Asia) showed the way to US to involve Pakistan in its Cold War
policy among front line states against communism - until the Soviet Union disintegrated.
Because of the vital Indus Basin corridor, the significance of Pakistan in the development of
future gas/oil pipeline routes headed for South Asia and as north-south land-sea transport
channels

persists vital for Central Asia and China. The modern Karakoram highway has

provided a new dimension to revive these traditional routes. The KKH has joined Pakistan and
China by land and offered China a commercial corridor by providing access the Arabian Sea.
(Kazi, 2001)Pakistan is perhaps the most suitable place for providing access or outlet to Central
Asian countries through KKH and Gwader seaport.

5.8

Geo-historical Trade Transit Links

Geography provides a natural background for the study of the history of a country and its people.
Geographical contemplations imposed significant limitations on the direction of the trade routes.
The history of subcontinent bonds with Central Asia, goes back to prehistoric past when various
trade routes connected the two regions, and at times, they were part of the same states. The
Central Asian historic heritage definitely places it as one of the most powerful economic centres
in the region. No doubt, the new trends in international and regional policies offers initiatives for
Pakistan to look towards Central Asia, yet the significance of links between Pakistan and Central
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Asia has always been felt mostly because of the past religious, cultural and commercial bonds
which presented source to establish that association. The remnant of links between Pakistan and
Central Asia can be traced back to the 2 nd century to 18th century (Shaheen, 2011).
The Achaemenian and Alexander's links with Pakistan are significant in Cultural history. The
Achaemenian Empire in Central Asia, approximately spanned in three continents expanded to
ultimately rule over momentous portions of the ancient world, stretched from the Indus valley.
(http://en.wikipedia.

org/ wiki/Achaemenid_

Empire) They influenced

through a complex

network of roads which still persists and could further be improved. The Achaemenian Iranian,
for the 1st time developed the international high way from Persepolis to Texila, extended by the
Mauryan emperor Asoka to the heart of India right up to the Bay of Bengal. The great Kushans
developed the Great Silk road (Journal of Asian Civilizations, 1998: 15, 16). The period of
Achaemenian
links between

and Alexander the Great can be considered as particular stage in the history of
Central Asia and Sub-Continent because some parts of Central Asia

like,Bactria,Soghd, Parthians, Khorezm and
region

territories of North-West India

like Gandhara

and Indus land became parts of the same empires. The Greeks, the Scythians, the

Parthians and Kushans, all approached from Central Asia along the Silk Road and integrated
themselves into the local society. Then, the Huns and the Turks came from Central Asia and
gave the present ethnic, their Culture, Food and Adab literature to Pakistan .The Jats, Gakkhars,
Janjuas and Gujars all came in Pakistan and settled there. The Pashtun tribes from Mongols fused
in Pakistan system have given a permanent character to Pakistan. The salt mines at Khewra were
discovered when Alexander the Great passed the Jhelum and Mianwali region through his Indian
campaign. During the Mughal period, the salt was traded in various markets, as far away as
Central Asia (Chaudhry, 2012).
Central Asian trade with its old far-reaching connections was largely in the hands of Bukhara
and Samarqand: these were linguistically Turkic merchants, mostly of Persian descent, though
some parts of them were of Sogdians origin. Merv and Tashkent

were also important as great

trading cities. Other countries available to Transoxiana for trade, by way of Farghana, were the
Tarim basin, Persia, and to a limited extent India. Russian merchants had as yet no direct access
to India, although a Russian envoy was received by the Aurangzeb in 1696. (Holt, 483, 2008)
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Economic relations between subcontinent and Central Asia were so imperative throughout the
medieval period even when the ruling empires of these regions had strained dealings, mobility of
people and commodities never came to weaken. Perhaps the most significant import or
commercial item from Central Asia was horses. (Walsh, 1993) The established relations between
the two regions were detached during the colonial rule. The British progressively endeavored to
cut off the people of subcontinent from Central Asia but failed. In reality, the innovative idea of
socialism reached subcontinent not from Britain, yet from Central Asia. The efforts waged by the
people of Central Asia through their social and cultural restoration stimulated the finest people of
subcontinent. (Richard, 2002)

5.9

Historical Bonds in Political Development

Much of the world history originated in Central Asia and it is considered as the birth place of
great warrior tribes who conquered Russia, Europe, India and China during ancient times.
Historically, Pakistan‟s location has been the route of all mainland invasions to the south, from
the times of Alexander the Great in the year 320 B.C to the Abdalis in 1771 A.D (Rizvi, 1971:
28). Pakistan straddles Indus Basin “Invasion route via Pamirs”, an area of great power rivalries
(Jan, 1967: 212). The Achaemenid Empire (in Central Asia), whose rule was extended to the
Indian sub-continent, had close links with India, Afghanistan, Iran and China.

History talked

about Aryans who invaded India and drove the local inhabitants, Kol and Drowins, migrated
from Central Asia. (Gardezi, 1988) The Sogdians and Khorezmians with king Darius (522-486
B.C) took part in his expedition to India (Pakistan). The Achaemenian state was destroyed by
Alexander and its territory integrated into the Graeco-Macedonian Empire, after they collapsed
in the same century, a considerable part of Central Asia and most of present Pakistan were
included in the Seleucid state.
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In the 1st century A.D, both the regions were part of a single state under the famous Kushan
dynasty. These political and cultural ties continued during the Middle Ages as sea routes had not
yet been discovered. In the period of Kanishke, Buddhism was carried from the subcontinent to
the north of Hindukush into Central Asia. During the 2 nd and 3rd centuries, Central Asian
Scythian Tribe, i.e., nomads came from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan, via Taxila and
Gilgit, and then accessed the land of Sindh and left their cultural and social imprints there. The
Kushan dynasty developed such strong ties with Pakistan‟s territory that they made Peshawar as
the capital of their dynasty. In the 3rd century B.C, the Seleucid state in the western part of
Central Asia was over thrown by native Parthians,yet the independent Graeco-Bactrian state
survived the onslaught of the Parthians in some parts of Punjab and NWFP until 140-13 B.C.
This was succeeded by Kushans which was one of cultural and economic expansion for Central
Asia. History shows that Pakistan was the place on which the Muslims ruled over Central and
South Asia for over 300 years.
In the beginning of 11th century, the Muslim period in the history of India was the period when
skilled craftsmen, traders, artists, and poets moved from Central Asia and Persia to the
subcontinent, this infused new life into subcontinent philosophy, poetry, music and architecture.
Today many races as Arabs, Persians from Bukhara and Samarkand and Turks from Central Asia
have settled in Pakistan (http: //wikitravel. org/en/Pakistan). The history rooted close economic
links between Pakistan and Central Asia in different stages. Different dynasties or empires ruled
over both the Central Asian region and subcontinent. (Including Pakistan‟s territory) Ferghana
valley was the birth place of Zahir-al-Din, who was the founder of „Mughal Dynasty, (Foltz,
1998: 337) which was a centre of cultural and economic interaction in subcontinent .A Russian
traveler, Nikitin visited India, he said, “An Indian envoy went to Russia around 1539 to sea
Grand Prince Visili 111 with a proposal from Babur, to live in friendship with him and carry on
mutual trade and other exchange‟3 (Nikitin).
In 1696, a mission headed by Semyon Malenky was received by the Mughal emperor and
granted permission for trade. These attempts to expand trade and diplomatic contracts continued
throughout the 18th century. When British imperialism started spreading its tentacles, Indian
relations with Central Asia began to dwindle, thus, slowly limiting the overland trade routes to
some extent. (Jalalzai, 1994) In the 2nd half of the 19th century, from the subcontinent, about
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6,600-8, 000 settled and traded in Central Asia, mostly Sindhis and Punjabis who concentrated in
Fergana valley, Samarkand and Bukhara and Syr Darya region of „Turkistan. (69-72)The 19th
century “Great Game declined trade yet cultural contacts continued.
Geographical proximity and cultural affinity brought the people of Central Asia and Kashmir
together in trade. Many Central Asian traders settled in Kashmir, today Kashmiri families with
sir names like Akhoon, Beg, Bukhari, Nakshbandi bear witness the fact. After the Bolshevik
Revolution, this interaction was further restricted, as these republics supported Lenin in the hope
that they would be granted freedom. The Stalin period reneged on its various promises; these
republics remained under the iron yoke of the Soviet states for seventy years. (Jalalzai, 1994) A
permanent struggle persisted between British and the Russians, known as the Great Game in 19 th
century to control over Pamirs which ultimately subsided with the acceptance of Afghanistan as
a Buffer. One of the main grounds was the alarm of communism that controlled any type of
political, economic and social links between them, besides the individuality of Central Asia was
also changed. The Arabic script was replaced with Cyrillic script, to cut them off from their
roots. For many years, they lived behind curtain oblivion of their past historical links with
neighboring Muslim nations.

5.10

Religious Ties

The absence of Islam until 850 CE helped Hinduism and Buddhism to flourish within broad subcontinent and parts of Central Asia. An interesting historic feature of North India has been its
cultural interaction with many tribes of the Central Asian Steppes. Early Indian History shows
the gradual Aryan migration of nomadic people between 2000-1500 BC into India from Central
Asia, through the Khyber Pass and then onto the Gangetic plains.
Central Asia historically and culturally gravitate towards, the centre of Islamic civilizations 4
(Myer, 2002: 72). besides chronological relations, shared religious knots more reinforced the
affairs of the Muslim‟s of the subcontinent with the Muslims of Central Asia. Spiritual
development took place in the region due to religious interchange; such factors shaped complex
cultures. The Sufis performed a major role in the sedentary society of eastern Turkistan. The
Muslim saints added a lot in growing and deepening Islamic culture in eastern Turkistan so that
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the nomads and the peasants inspired….Muslim saints functioned as a nexus, finally came to
shape one Muslim community (Kim, 1996).
The region played an important role in the development of Islamic theological and legal thought,
philosophy and culture. Bukhari, Al-Khoresmi, Al-Farabi, Al-Beruni, Al-Ghazali, Nakhshbandi
and Akhmed Yasavi have been broadly renowned in the Muslim world. These sacred religious
ties can be mapped out back to the 7 th century AD when Umayyad empires footed in Damasscus,
marched into Central Asia. At least 50,000 Arab families entered to settle in Merv. The second
wave of Arab invasions began in 705 when Bukhara and Samarkand were subjugated. The Arab
occupation saw a blossoming of Islamic reflection, values and mysticism which was to turn
Bukhara into a city second only to Makkah for its religiously and learning. Al-Bukhari, the
philosopher and commentator on the Quran, wrote the Hadith (Berkley, 1993) which is
considered as one of the most important works in Islam (Berkley, 1993 & Richard, 1993).
In the early eighth Century A.D, Muslims Turks, the Sufis and Dervishes came from Central
Asia to Iran and Afghanistan and with their efforts Islam spread all over the country. That was
the period of big change in the historical incorporation of the people in Pakistan when they came
close to Central Asia and the Arab world. The both regions transformed into the ethnic complex
because of several tribes mixed from both these regions. The Muslims Saints came from Central
Asia and Arab and settled in the prosperous land of Pakistan. New trade routes were commenced
in the reverse direction from those countries (Central Asia, Afghanistan, Iran and Arab) into the
Indus land (Dani, 2008).
The Arabs and their Muslim allies come to play a decisive role in the development of Central
Asia for many centuries. One hundred years of Muslim presence in Central Asia, ( from the
battle against the Sassanid Shah-an-Shah before the walls of Merv in 651 to the Battle of Talas in
751, (Abazov, 2008). Significantly changed the geopolitical and cultural landscapes in the
region. Central Asian economies were firmly linked to the economy of the Muslim caliphate as
commercial relations and trade grew extensively.
By A.D 900, many autonomous Muslim empires had sprung up in Central Asia. The main
imperative of these dynasties were the Persian Samanid‟s (874-999 ) who established Bukhara
as their capital from where they functioned as customers to one of the supreme periods of Islamic
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art, culture and science that Central Asiahad never seen. Having well established army and
bureaucracy, the Samanids built up widespread commercial links with Europe and China, thus
regulated the Silk route. Samanid period progressed the world with the knowledge of great
people, such as Physician Ibn- sina, mathematician Al-Biruni and poets such as Firdusi. Central
Asia in spite of attaining the height of magnificence saw deterioration with the Mongol invasion
headed by Genghis Khan in 13th century and in 1220, he captured Bukhara. Though in the
beginning, the social and political fabric of Central Asia was torn to pieces, declared religious
freedom, yet the ties between the two regions were not effected as many Central Asian thinkers
and people from different walks of life came to subcontinent in order to find protection, therefore
cultural interaction grew increasingly with the people of subcontinent. They had a lot to learn
from them as the genius of the people of subcontinent produced the grand civilizations of
Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, included in the glorious civilizations in the history of mankind,
situated in Pakistan. The builders of the excellent structures of Mohenjo-Daro, its houses,
theaters, baths and reservoirs then the builders of the Egyptian pyramids were closer to the
people of Central Asia (Khan, 1995: 165).
Buddhism, Islam and Christianity flourished

in Central Asia yet the region regained its glory

with the emergence of TimurLang who captured most part of Turkistan by 1380 and enthused
the cream of

experienced

region‟s

intellectuals and craftsmen

to Samarkand, where he

developed the grand capital city of ancient Asia. What Europe derives from the Greeks for
cultural picture, Central Asia bestows to the Timurid for cultural change and restoration to a new
age that has continued till today. In the era of Timurid, basis of many mosques and madrassas in
many parts of the Empire led to support Islamic learning .Without Timur invasion, there would
have been no Mughal Empire in subcontinent that was founded by Baber. During the Mughal
era, the cultural communication between the two regions was still greater. (Lena &Roy, 2005)
After passing about seventy years cut off from mainstream Islamic ideas, Central Asian Muslims
encountered their first reintroduction to the broad Ummah through the Afghan jihad against the
USSR in 1980s.The Afghan mujahidin supported by Pak and the US, were to play a key role in
reopening the borders between Central Asia and Afghanistan and South Asia that Stalin had
blocked in the late 1920s. Hundreds of Uzbek, Tajik Muslims came to study in Pakistani
madrassas and to fight along with mujahidin. The one-way trickle or flows developed into an
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extensive two-way flood after the fall of Soviet Union, when Pakistani, Saudi and Afghan
missionaries travelled in Central Asia and preached radical Islamic theology. Compared with
other Islamic and neighboring states, Pakistan and Afghanistan have had the most considerable
consequence, both with regard to help in reviving Islam in Central Asia and to radicalize Central
Asian Muslims with new thoughts of Islamic revolution (Walsh, 1993).

5.11

Pakistan’s Ancient Relations with Central Asia

The Asian region especially sub-continent, Central Asia including Afghanistan and Iran are
places of unique original cultures and core of world‟s earliest civilizations. The subcontinent
,(Pakistan‟s) situated in the heartland of Asia is one of the oldest inhabitant regions of the world
that brought the people of different lands along the Silk Road to its main orbit and recharged
them towards a new line of common understanding, faithful cooperation and mutual help for the
purpose of establishing peace in the world. Its social and cultural roots reach back to antiquity5 .
This ancient society evolved from the mingling of Aryans, Mongols, Arabs and various tribes of
Central Asia who periodically came as invaders and migrants who settled and assimilated in the
prosperous agrarian communities of the Indus valley (Qadeer, 4).
Cultural and historical links between Central and South Asia (the subcontinent) have long
history. Both regions have lengthy cultural, religious and economic traditional bonds since
ancient times with adjacent borders and similar geographical features and geo-cultural
similarities ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/central Asians _in_ ancient_ Indian _literature). Some
old literary means identify common heritage for the people of India, Pakistan, Iran, Afghan and
other nationalities of Central Asian region. The archives have further provided evidence of the
continuation of relations between India and Central Asia since remote ancient times. The ancient
Buddhist collection of stories of 2nd and 3rd centuries named, Jatakas told about the „trade
caravans from Hindustan to Central Asia. Indian dynasties came from Central Asia as invaders,
also ruled in some parts of Central Asia and their impacts in political, cultural and economic
spheres affected the life of both regions.
The historical data reveals that the states situated in and around Central Asia were engaged in
trade, technological, cultural and political exchanges from the earliest ancient times. The
development in trade was encouraged by innovative progress in transportation and finance. The
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local rulers established their currencies (Abazov, 2008) which changed commercial scale
transportation and trade infrastructure for local, regional and international trade. Many trade
routes were established which connected many trading centers China, Central Asia, Persia,
Mesopotamia, Mediterranean and sub-continent.
The history shows that some eminent political thinkers, intellectuals and writers from
Transoxiana (Central Asia), Khurasan and Iran migrated to the north-western part of the Indian
sub-continent; i.e. the present Pakistan, in the 11th century and played active role in the literary
life of the sub-continent (Pakistan). These eminent scholars emerged as literary figures of
Persian, the renowned figure, Ali Hijveri known as Data Ganj Bakhsh, served and settled in
Lahore, was from Ghazni (then Central Asia). Mahmud Ghaznavi dynasty ruled India for about
150 years (1030-1186 A.D) and opened India to the Islamic wave from Transoxiana (Sharma,
1987: 52).

His court attracted scholars, artists and poets, among them. Firdausi was the most

eminent luminary of Mahmood court who wrote Shahanama which recorded the history of those
times (Canfiled, 1991: 7). Besides Firdausi, Al Beruni was another brilliant person whose master
piece work was Al- Baruni’s India, written in sparking style, illustrated his observations on the
history and custom of the people of India. He played such a main role in the cooperation of the
Central Asian and India scholars that his life became a symbol this cooperation. The scholars of
both regions made development in the field of science and culture during the period of Arabic
Caliphate. Muhammad bin Ibrahim Fazari, Muhammad bin Musa Al-Khorzmi and other Central
Asian scholars were enthused by mathematics and astronomy of Indian scientists. The whole
world learnt the decimal system of counting and with Indian figures by Al Khorezini‟s works.
The mutual assistance in all the spheres of cultural life between the people of these two regions
continued for many centuries.
In the 2nd century B.C, when the Saka tribes moved from Bactria to North India through Pamirs,
they carried with them significant traditions of Central Asian culture. For illustration, the distinct
iron swords discovered at Taxila and particularly disc-shaped bronze mirror all seemed belong to
Central Asia (Canfiled, 34, 39). Taxila, was the capital of the Indus land, and due to its central
location remained main route from Central to South Asia. Ancient relations between Subcontinent and Central Asia reached their apex during Kushan period, with the rise of Kushan
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Empire incorporated many territories of Central Asia and an extensive part of sub-continent
become part of Kushan empire. They even introduced “Salwar Qameez” to South Asian region
which was adopted and later became Pakistan‟s national dress. If we analyze the area in terms of
cultural space, then Central Asia, the area of Turco-Persian civilizations, was crumble of
languages and cultures from Istanbul to subcontinent and from Esfahan to Bukhara. There were
cultural ties, as caste system which begins at the Indus and take to beyond the Pashtun world, the
place where people take „naswer from Peshawar to Samarkand (Roy, 2000: 2).
The northern portion of Pakistan connected the Oxus valley with the Indus by several routes all
lying north of the river Kabul. This route also led to the northern part of Iran and along the old
Silk Road to Asia Minor and beyond to Europe. Following the same route, the great Kushans,
built their main base at Peshawar, establish their empire and spread the influence of Gandhara
culture into the heart of Asia and China. (Dani, 1967, 8) The Kushan Empire spread on both
sides of Hindukush and was the most influential civilizing power in Central Asia (Hambly, 1969:
44). The Gandhara School of art, especially sculptures and relief carving flourished in Taxila and
Peshawar valley (Hambly, 1969: 49). During Kushan period, people from Central Asia settled in
sub-continent and also accepted Buddhism. Buddhist monasteries also played a great role in
expanding the culture of the subcontinent and contributed in literature, medicine and astronomy
to Central Asia. The role played by the people of subcontinent to world science cannot be
ignored. The culture of the subcontinent influenced all European and near eastern cultures by
Greece and Central Asia (Rashid, 1997: 19). Indian dynasties came from Central Asia as
invaders and Indian origin dynasties also ruled in Khotan and other parts of Central Asia. The
extensive assault of Mughals and Changiz Khans enforced many people to move from
Transoxiana and Khurasan to subcontinent (India and Pakistan) who settled in Punjab and Sindh.
Though the people faced many problems, yet interaction among people of Transoxiana and subcontinent in the field of social and cultural grew stronger.

5.12

Pakistan’s Geographical Proximity

Sheikh Rashid, the ex Minister of Culture Tourism,Govt of Pakistan,( 1997) in his Inaugural
address,

highlighted on the significance of transit corridor through Pakistan in the past and

future and said;
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“Pakistan‟s geographical status holds good not only in the past, even today offers a peaceful
ground for resolving the differences by meeting together on its soil of the people of Central Asia,
western Asia, China…and those around the Indian Ocean. If the progressive spirit of Gandhara
could prevail once again, the old Silk Road could be received a new international trade and
peaceful movement of people could once again flow through KKH and under construction
motorway”6 (Sheikh Rashid, 1998).
The cultures of both regions are so interrelated particularly the culture of tribal areas(frontiers of
Pakistan) is so akin to the cultures of Central Asia that when Jawhar lal Nehru visited Peshawar,
he illustrated these similarities by saying that “As soon as I cross the Attock bridge over Indus
river I feel as if I am in Central Asia”. In 1947, when subcontinent was divided, though Pakistan
could not develop friendly ties with Central Asia, despite having common belief, ideas and
associations that were rooted in the hoary past and called be traced back to prehistoric times
(Jalalzai, 2003: 24).

5.13

Communication Links

Communication links between Pakistan and Central Asia were tensed because of Pakistan„s shift
to join anti-communist pact against USSR. For about 44 years, Pakistan remained an aloof
country, where as India because of its treaty of peace and friendship with Moscow became much
closer to them. At last, when Central Asia states became independence from Russia in
1991.Pakistan endeavored to develop political and economic ties with them but the cultural ties
were not re-energized. At first, these states were not very interested to join any political
organization with the Muslim nations on the south west borders. They were not pleased with
opening their borders with Muslim countries fearing the interruption of Muslim extremist
organizations in these republics. Though; they soon become conscious of the magnitude of
building political and economic bonds with them (Jalalzai, 2003: 137).
Pakistan increased her linkage with these republics when they signed the charter of ECO on
November 28, 1992.Still then, slight movement of people between Pakistan and west Turkistan
is going on. The old relations shared by the people of two regions can only be revived through
some suitable transportation networks which are more accessible and affordable to the people
belonging to all aspects of life. Since 1992, the main driver behind Central Asia‟s engagement
with Indian Sub-Continent was the picture of a shared inheritance, especially from the Mughal
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period. How this inheritance, which had been suppressed under colonial rule in Central Asia, can
be revitalized through contacts with India, where this heritage has taken root since Mughal times,
is one of the great prospect and challenge of the new Silk Road.
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CHAPTER NO: 06

Future Prospects and Implications for Pakistan
6.1

Ancient Eco- Cultural Links: A Solid Base for Regional Forum

The idea of regional connectivity can works as a driver of prosperity for both Central Asia and
Pakistan. New trade routes connecting Pakistan, Central Asia and adjacent countries, (Xinjiang,
Iran, Afghanistan and Turkey) have considerable attention for old geopolitical, historical,
cultural, religious and economic ties among all these countries. Keeping these solid ties, a unique
regional bloc can be developed and multi-model trade and transport network from Turkey to
Pakistan will be an enormous boon to regional growth. Pakistan‟s growing energy demands and
Central Asian landlocked position demands access to world markets are the main forces that
provided ways to link between these areas. The idea I have sketched out is taken from EU
regional bloc, on the basis of culture and economic. Keeping this idea in mind, I have tried to
develop a regional bloc based on ancient cultural, religious, economic ties. The second idea that
provides strong grounds for this regional bloc is taken from Iqbal and Quaid-i-Azam sayings. In
order to make it manageable, we have to approach regional economic integration in a phased
manner. In this regional bloc, China can play a leading role for all member countries.
The 21st century highlighted the energy reserves of Central Asia which provided a new
geoeconomic dimension for Pakistan using bilateral ties to develop itself as energy transit
corridor for the region. The new geoeconomic of Central Asia has great implications for Pakistan
to play significant role with Chinese assistance. The geopolito -economic importance of Central
Asia cannot be ignored; it has assumed and added significance due to the presence of western
forces in the region and Pakistan‟s future needs of energy resources. (Khan, 2004, 84) Pakistan‟s
pivotal location has provided central dimensions to act as gate way for Central Asia and the
region. The region represents an extremely important potential outlet for Pakistan‟s exports, a
vital region for its requirement of natural resources, including energy and making Pakistan a
transit country for imports into Central Asia and southern China as well as for their access to the
sea. Transit trade from Central Asia through Pakistan would give Pakistan certain toll charges
through communication infrastructure which would strengthen Pakistan, mainly the area of
Baluchistan. Several factors are involved in shaping Pakistan‟s foreign policy towards Central
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Asia. Pakistan„s political, cultural and historical ties with Central Asia date back to antiquity.
Traditionally, despite having close historical and cultural contacts to Central Asia, Pakistan‟s
desire to develop close ties with the region could not gain significance. The main constraint
Pakistan faces is the lack of direct access to Central Asia; it has to cross via Afghanistan, Iran or
through KKH to China and then Central Asian states. The main areas of regional connectivity
are:

1.2

Mutual Cultural Zone

The vast area of Asian heartland stretching from the steppes of Kazakhstan to the Arabian Sea
and from the Caspian to the mouth of Indus was one cultural zone. The history shows that
Central Asia was a life line for Pakistan‟s land route, commerce to Russia and Europe when it
was opened to world markets up to the beginning of 20th century. This commercial and cultural
activity also brought the people of Pakistan and Central Asia close together. The cultural
interaction activities of mediaeval period left such imprints on the cultural life of Lahore and
Central Asia that changed their lives. Handicraft activity in which paper manufacture, the wood
carving jewellery designs in Pakistan society traces back of Central Asian culture. The Samanid
Empire remolded the ethno-cultural life of Pakistan into the pattern of Central Asia. The Sufism
in Pakistan endures a great intuition from Central Asia. As Samarkand if well known for Shah-iZinda, Bukhara for Chashma Ayub, in the same way Lahore is Data-nagri and Multan for
Bahauddin Zakar iya. The truck transport bears the black ribbon that is associated with Bunir
Baba, a Termizi saint. In the 2nd century BC, post Alexander Greece rulers came from Bactria
and left deep imprints on Pakistan which led to the creation of Gandhara art. There was also a
reverse influence from Gandhara to Central Asia. In the 1st century BC, the Scythians entered in
Pakistan from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan

across Pamir towards Gilgit and Texila and introduced

various cultures mainly nomadic cattle culture was developed

in Sindh when they widespread

from Gilgit to Sindh ,thus Sindh was known Scythian after them. The Scythians, known in
Central Asia after 6th BC, afterward they became a harbinger of a new culture force that widely
spread in Pakistan. The Kushans period is known as the golden age of mutual links between the
two regions. They laid the foundation for close cultural links between Pakistan and Central Asia.
They introduced their rule as Shao nano-Shao and their civilization spread from Chinese
Xinjiang to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan to the whole world. Their official dress, Shalwar Kamiz
and Sherwani has now become Pakistan‟s official dress. The Volga‟s turban style is still used in
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Pakistan. The 5th century followed by a union of the Hans, one of their branch introduced a new
system of

land tenure in Pakistan, that gave feudal rights to the tribes as Rajputs,thus many

Gujjars and Jats entered in Pakistan ,some ruling clans called them „Gujar –Kushans. The Gujar
cultural tradition in Pakistan is the results of contacts between the two regions. The Hunnish
tribal system was also followed by Pashtun tribes in Afghanistan and Pakistan. They popularized
a lady‟s dress Gharara. The tall caps worn by the women of northern areas of Pakistan are the
survivals of that time.
Rock carving well illustrates the cultural links between two regions. The Huns provided a new
socio economic patterns that has existed until today. Pakistan has Turkish cultural imprints left
by Turkish tribes who came from across Pamir and established Turkish rule in northern areas of
Pakistan in 7th to 8th century A.D. In fact, the Muslim Turks from Central Asia introduced
patterns of Turkish culture. In the 12 th and 13th centuries, when Central Asia was overwhelmed
by Mongols, many Tajiks moved and settled in Punjab. The cities of Multan and Uchchh became
cultural seats of learning. The conquest of Mawarn-un-nahr and Khwarizm by Mongols sent
many Sufis and scholars into Pakistan. The conquest of Timur in 14 th century also influenced
cultural activates and his period was not a golden age in the history of
harbinger of a new age

Central Asia but a

of science and culture of the whole of the heart land of Asia. The

Mughal period spread new ethnic elements over the whole of Pakistan .The cultural heritage was
mainly promoted by Mughals. The cities of Lahore ,Peshawar, Multan and Thatta not only
developed great seats of learning yet also created many arts and crafts that can find their parallels
in Central Asia, mainly cooper vessels, silver plates and vases and zinc –coated cooper ware all
became popular in Pakistan. The British gave a death blow to the historical culture of Muslims
in South Asia; Pakistan became cut off linguistically from Iran, Afghanistan and Central Asia.
This was the time, when Pakistan„s old aged relations with Central Asia were finally broken and
Pakistan started to look towards new directions. The changing political scene of the former
USSR in 1991 and the creation of independent states gave a ray of hope to the people of Central
Asia and Pakistan.
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1.3

Mutual Economic Zone

The complete area stretching from the Aral to Arabian Sea has been served as one
economic zone by free trade and freely movement of people in ancient times. The places
from Lahore to Kazakh on the Volga and from Baku to Multan has been witnessed the old
caravan trade routes during Kushan period.

In fact, trade and commerce continued for

centuries between the trading points in Peshawar, Lahore, Multan, Thatta and Shikarpur on
the one hand and those of the famous cities of Central Asia. Back in the prehistoric time,
brisk trade took place between the Indus region and Turkmenistan. In the first century BC,
Parthians rulers came to Pakistan and laid the foundation of their kingdom, making capital
at Texila, Sir Cap site is actually the Parthian city. Merv was an active centre of trade
activities during mediaeval period. In the 7 th and 8th centuries, Central Asian Turkish
Muslims introduced new routes for trade and commerce between both regions. The
imprints of Ghaznavid period, mainly the Shahnama, laid the foundation stone of a new
literary tradition. The mosque architecture of Central Asian type, the towers, and the tomb
style are all inherited from Central Asia. The Turkish Shahi cities of Peshawar, Ohind and
Nanda were turned into Islam centres and Lahore, Pak Pattan and Multan became focal
point of Islamic culture. East Asian Buddhism was exported primarily from Gandhara
along the Silk Roads through Central Asia and from there to China.
The 21st century scenario illustrates the revival of the prehistoric links between them. After
receiving independence in 1991, the landlocked situation of Central Asia wants to open them to
the world and within and outside the region. In this scenario, Pakistan‟s pivotal location can
provides them shortest transit land and sea route through KPK, northern areas and Gwader port.
Gwader port can be connected with Kashgar through KKH; can develop Baluchistan and
Xinjiang into hub of regional trade and commercial activities. It can play significant role in
Pakistan‟s economic revival. China has made plan to join Gwader via Indus Highway with
Ratodero and KKH that links to Kashgar ,about 414 km from Sost-Tashkurgan ,Pak-China
borderland the leads to Tajikistan ,Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhsta,which is now completed and
become operational in 2004. In 2002, Gwader-Turbet-Ratodero highway has been completed
(Shahid,2012)1 . Chinese proposal
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to construct oil and gas pipeline from Gwader and Iran to

Kashgar across Pakistan can not only be instrumental to solve energy crises of Pakistan, yet will
provide jobs and generate transit revenues. Due to geographic nearness, Gwader port will not
only provide links with Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan via Afghanistan, yet will provide transit
facility through KKH, Kashgar Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Kazakhstan. Indeed communication
network has been developed between Pakistan and Central Asia through new trade routes, yet I
therefore highlight here the historical routes that were used in the past for the purpose of trade
and commerce.

6.4

The Old Silk Road

The Silk Road played key role in flourishing trade and commercial activities. Even then, trade
and contacts continued between the trading houses in Lahore, Multan, Shikarpur and Peshawar
on the one hand and Bukhara, Samarkand and Baku on the other and also between Kashmir and
Swat on the one hand and Yarkand, and Kashgar on the other side.
The 19th century diplomatic war between Russia and British closed all these routes. The long
historical and cultural links were cut off between Pakistan and Central Asia and both regions
became separated within the last 70 years. After independence in 1991, all these prehistoric
routes can be revived. These trade and cultural routes connecting Pakistan, China and Central
Asia lie in north-south direction, connecting three main regions. Today Pakistan can follow these
old routes.
1.

The easiest route from Peshawar to Kabul and then short of Mazar-i-Sharif to Termiz or
via Kunduz to Baluchistan and across the Oxus river into Tajikistan

2. Syed Ali Hamdani followed the Kunar route and went to Badakshan and straight to
Kulab.
3. Baber followed the Shibir pass to Kabul, while Amir Timur followed the Maimana route
to Heart and Kandahar. Alexander the Great followed the Shibir pass to Begram,
descended into Kunar valley and across Nawa pass to Bajaur and onward to Swat.
4. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang followed the northern route, came from Samarkand,
Bukhara and down to Termiz then to Begram and eastward to Peshawar.
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5. The Chinese another pilgrim Song Yun passed through Barogal pass and directly into
Darel valley and then westward to Swat and finally Peshawar and Texila.

6.5

Pakistan’s Interests in Central Asia

Pakistan‟s chief objective in the Central Asian region is determined by its geopolitical
necessities, to expand

economic and commercial role, to counter Indian influence and to

prepare itself as an energy transit corridor in South Asia .Central Asia cannot ignore Pakistan due
to its geographic location. Pakistan‟s long-term interests and objectives in the region are

6.6

1.

Political and Security Imperatives

2.

Energy Reserves especially oil and gas

3.

Economic and Commercial links

4.

To Counter Indian Influence.

Security Measures

The dismemberment of Soviet Union in 1991, gave a lot to the significance of Central Asia for
Pakistan. The US interest in the region, struggle among regional and global actors, India‟s
exploitation in the region and Pakistan‟s demands of energy resources encouraged Pakistan to
play a vital role in the regional politics. After 9/11, Pakistan‟s energetic role in Afghanistan and
the support for Taliban (1990s) had served two pragmatic targets;
1. A pro-Pakistan government in Afghanistan.
2. An expert force to establish peace and stability in Afghanistan.
These two situations were to present the framework for effectual Pakistan‟s role in Central Asia
as the main artery for trade. Unluckily, sustained US presence in Afghanistan shaped domestic
impediments for Pakistan. After 9/11, because of border‟s with Afghanistan, Central Asia
become an area of struggle between the US, Russia and China. Terrorism in Central Asian states
had emerged as a means to secure political, military, religious objectives and act as criminal
bodies at the same time. The investment of some Islamic countries to achieve their objectives
have produce a wide net of different kind of Mafia‟s that are engaged in the propaganda of a
radical and militant Islam. The most active and well-known terrorist group in central Asia is the
Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU). Financing of terrorist organizations is based on drug
trafficking, arms smuggling and abduction taking. The governments of these states and Pakistan
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are taking all-out efforts to limit the activity of religious extremists. The situation in Central
Asian Republics is characterized by a potential for evolving dynamics which is to be spread
throughout the region, adversely affecting Pakistan.

6.7

Energy Resources

The twenty first century is said to be the „century of energy politics. Presently, Central Asian
region is witnessing currents and cross-currents of instability and chaos which are further
aggravated by external players like USA, Russia, China, Iran, and According to some of the
sources; postulated oil resources of the region are comparable to those of Saudi Arabia and the
potential gas resources are equal to that of Iran, thus Central Asia has been described as “world‟s
strategic zone” lying between Russia, China and a Middle East. In this back drop intention is to
study the economic significance of the Central Asian States under prevailing environment in the
region, focusing on the regional geo economic scenario and Pakistan‟s interests and prospects in
the region.
After9/11, the forgotten region of Central Asia, once again leapt into the vernacular of
international politics. The region of 19th century „Great Game on which Mackinder built his
Heartland Theory, received a new magnitude after 9/11 as the US

instigated to prosecute its

War on Terrorism. Geopolitical analysts claim that after 9/11, the US attacks on Afghanistan
were aimed to capture the energy resources of central Asian states. (Mehsud, 2012) Pakistan is
basically an energy deficit country, need to import energy in the form of „petroleum .The
estimate shows that Pakistan will have to import around 1.8 billion cubic feet of gas (per day) in
the coming years. There are neighboring states around Pakistan who have potential to supply oil
and gas as Iran who is interested to export gas to India via Pakistan.(IPI) The power resources of
Central Asia have attracted Pakistan to fulfill its energy needs. The estimates shows that
Kazakhstan ranks 13th in the world in proven oil reserves while it, along with Uzbekistan, ranks
in the top twenty-five worldwide in proven natural gas reserves (The CIA‟s World Fact
Book,2006).
Turkmenistan is the 4th largest gas producer in the world, having outlets through Russia.
Turkmenistan is in need of alternative routes to market its gas through i.e. Turkey or through
Afghanistan to Pakistan and also with possibly to its ports for export as LNG.
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Pakistan is

interested to import gas under TAPI pipeline project. Turkmenistan is ready to work with
Pakistan to develop energy corridor through Afghanistan, Heart and Qandahar to Quetta, first to
restore the road link, then to construct a rail link and finally to construct an oil pipe line. (Hyder,
1994) Pakistan can also cash its geostrategic location by following the policy to become regional
energy transport hub. Pakistan offers the natural link between the SCO states to link Central Asia
with the Arabian Sea and South Asia and also offers the critical overland routes and connectivity
for bilateral advantageous trade and energy transactions intra- regionally and inter-regionally.
Many analyst observe the region as hub of energy trade by saying, “Who ever control the
Central Asian energy will determine the future destiny of the region. Or Who ever control the
region will rule over the world.” (Khan, 2001) Today, everyone is energy deficient and wherever
resources are available, countries are in competition to control these resources. Central Asian
states can use Pakistan‟s territory to export mineral and power resources to other parts of the
world and there are two ways: Firstly, through pipeline which is expensive and secondly, through
Afghanistan and Pakistan to sea lanes. This will be helpful for Pakistan‟s deficit economy in
shape of revenue and will develop peace, stability and prosperity in the region. In an ideal
situation, if things are settled down in Afghanistan and Pakistan then the problem will be solved.

6.8

Economic Potential

Central Asia has great significance for Pakistan because of its economic vitality and potential in
the form of energy reserves. Central Asia has vast reserves of oil and gas as well as ferrous and
non-ferrous metals which provide the region an unlimited potential for development.

Yet, the

region‟s landlocked nature and its geo-economics significance lured Pakistan to enter in the
region. Pakistan is ambitious to cultivate and strengthen relations with Central Asia. Since 1991,
Pakistan has been making efforts to forge economic relations and wished to become an economic
and energy gateway to Central Asian states. Pakistan has actively supported its geographic
location to present itself as the most possible and economic outlet for the land locked Central
Asia states, so offered several proposals to develop trade and transport corridors and access to its
ports. Both Pakistan and Central Asia can take advantage by mutual trade activities, however,
there should be „knit system of mutual exchange of resources between Pakistan and Central Asia
to triumph over deficiencies of mineral and other resources. For example, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan with capacity of producing hydro power, can help Pakistan to import hydel power and.
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in return, Pakistan can provide them „needed investments. (Syed Siddique, 1994)

Pakistan can

also import cotton from Uzbekistan which is historically among the top five cotton producing
nations in the world. (The World Fact book, 2006) The rapid flow of economic activity in the
future however depends upon the communication network of the region as well as its connection
with neighbor countries. There was excitement in Pakistan to nurture close economic relations
with Central Asian republics by presenting outlet through land and sea links. Pakistan made
attempts to activate all its resources and energies and devoted all its efforts to strengthen
relations with Central Asia. The basis for Pakistan‟s policy formulation regarding Central Asia
during the early post Soviet period was;
1. Common cultural connectivity.
2. Religious ties, Islamic bond.
3. Geographic proximity close land link with the enlarged Muslim bloc
4. In the economic sphere, present itself as rising consumer market.
5.

To use Hydro-carbon resource.

Though, Pakistan wants to deliberate on economic and trade links with all states, yet a unique,
mechanized transit trade corridor is the main destiny for Pakistan‟s economic prosperity. A
transport agreement for a rail-road from Hamburg to Shanghai, through Eastern Europe,
Moscow, Tashkent, Kabul, Lahore, Delhi and Shanghai has been completed with Germany
which would open the new ways for Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan mineral and energy deposits to
explore and export by Pakistan and transport through Arabian Sea, with a new railway road from
the Khyber Pass to the Russian land (Noor-ul-Haq& Khwaja) 2 .

6.9

Pakistan as Transit Corridor

Since ancient times, the trade caravans have been trading in the region with the neighboring
countries by road and through mountain passes. Pakistan has great potential to become an
important player by transforming itself into the economic and transit trade route and economic
hub of the region as it provides the shortest and economically the most feasible transit route for
Central Asia. For this, Pakistan must integrate itself effectively with regional transport
infrastructure. Pakistan must allocate additional funds for reconstruction of routes such as linking
„Chaman with Kashka (Turkmenistan) and Peshawar with Termiz. (Uzbekistan). (Khan, 2004,
84) Pakistan can develop its connectivity to the Central Asian states through China and
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Afghanistan. Gwader port can play a key role in this framework. Pakistan‟s three major
prospects to attain links regarding Central Asia are;


To expand KKH to Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.( through China )



To build up road link from Chaman to Kushka in Turkmenistan ( total 1170 km distance)



To reconstruct road link from Peshawar to Termez in Uzbekistan, providing easy access t
the remaining four Central Asian states.(880 km distance).The significant transit trade
corridors are:

6.10 Pak-Afghan-Central Asia Trade Corridor
Although Pak-Afghan trade ran into vicious circle in the last several years due to increase in
smuggling, Pakistan‟s adverse economic condition and mainly US involvement in Afghanistan
after 9/11,yet both now both are in need to renew bilateral transit trade. Afghanistan, being
landlocked country and passed through decades of war with USSR (from 1980-1990) and with
US (after 9/11 to up till) now wants to develop its trade activities with Pakistan. Pak-Afghan and
Central Asian transit trade corridor is the need of hour .This project will not only be beneficial
for landlocked Afghanistan yet will provide an opportunity to get access to the CARs and
enhance its trade. In 2009, a MoU was signed between the Presidents of both countries in the
presence of Hillary Clinton, then US Secretary of state to promote transit trade by using WagahTorkham route and allowing India to use this.(Mayer,3 1st ,May,2013) With this track, Pakistan
can also promote trade and economic relations with Central Asian states. Keeping this
advantage, an agreement was signed in July 2012 to expand this Trade Transit Agreement with
Tajikistan via Karachi and Gwader ports. There are many opportunities for Pakistan to invest, as
multi-model logistic terminals, railways and economic zones. Pakistan private sector can capture
these historical opportunities.
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Wakhan is linked with Chitral (Pakistan) through many passes in Hindukush Mountain range. It
is the gate way to Central Asia and can develop Pakistan a hub of transit trade. The Wakhan
narrow piece controls strategic roads regarding Tajikistan, Xinjiang, Afghanistan and the
northern belt of Pakistan. Wakhan borders to Gilgit and Hunza links Wakhan Corridor, with the
Pak-China trade route – the Karakoram highway.
Though, Central Asia has many land and sea routes to move to outer world, yet Pakistan is the
only country which can provide the shortest route to the Indian Ocean, through Gwader and
Karachi ports, are the nearest port for Central Asia. The distance between Karachi and Dushanbe
is 2720 km by road where as Bandar Abbas takes 3400 km and Vladivostok covers 9500 km.
Gwader port will provide access to warm waters of Arabian Sea and fulfill the needs of three
geographical regions, the entire subcontinent, China, Central Asian Republics and Afghanistan.
The transportation network of linking Gwader with the rest of Pakistan will boom not only trade
but will bring economic prosperity for Baluchistan and Pakistan. This transport network also
connects with China the Indus Highway with China. Pakistan, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Uzbekistan are also expanding wide road and rail links from Central Asia to Xinjiang and
onward to the Arabian Sea coast. China can utilize the shortest route, from Karachi to Peshawar
by extending its East-West Railway from Kashi (Chinese border city) to Peshawar. The revival
of old Silk Route will connect Kashgar with Gwader through KKH, the physical connection
between the two huge supply and consumer markets will make Baluchistan and Xinjiang into a
regional trade centre.(Khan,2013)4 .
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One of the most promising areas of economic cooperation is „development of communication
links between Pakistan and Uzbekistan via Afghanistan. Uzbekistan landlocked position needs
an outlet to the sea, which can be achieved through Pakistan‟s Gwader port. So, in the near
future, Pakistan will emerge as a bridge linking Uzbekistan (Central Asia), with South and South
East Asia. (Mukimdjanova, 1998) Gwader port and its linkage with Central Asia will boost trade
and commercial activities in the region. To uphold the economic interests, there is a need for
progress and modification of transportation corridors to and from the region, to make possible
trade mainly in energy and minerals sectors. For this purpose, beginning survey 140 km long
railway track between Chaman and Kandahar was the 1 st step in the right direction (The
Nation,2003). Gwader deep Sea port can double the capacity of Pakistan‟s trade through oceans
and can open a trade window to the Sea for the landlocked states of Central Asia. Pakistan,
China and Tajikistan are likely to reap new transit routes. The port could develop as an
alternative oil transport route to the Strait of Hurmuz. Gwader can also offer Central Asian
states, an attractive energy outlet.

6.11 Northern Areas Knot
The geopolitical location of Pakistan‟s northern areas is of immense strategic significance as it
connects major areas of South, Central and South East Asia. The northern area of Pakistan is the
backbone of Pakistan‟s economy. Through Karakoram Highway, Pakistan has trade links not
only with China but entails the future corporation with the Central Asian republics. The northern
area of Pakistan, including Kashmir, Baltstan, Gilgit and Hunza forms a deep salient into Central
Asia. Its frontier touches Afghanistan, and then it closely approaches the Russian territory. Then
it runs in south-east direction for about 400 miles along Sinkiang and finally turns south
contiguous with Tibet. At a pivotal point lies „Leh, east and Srinagar to the south, the area
historically known as one of Britain‟s most sensitive possessions .Because of the strategic
location of this point where China, Central Asia, Pakistan and Afghanistan meet, Pakistan needs
to look a new at its „Kashmir policy for the future of Pak-Central Asia relations. Pakistan
remains a key source to provide transit outlet through sea and land routes. The strategic
dominance of passes in Gilgit-Sakardu belt ,Karakoram pass and Askai Chin are secure areas of
influence to Pakistan and China into Central Asia 5 (Warikoo,63,2009). Pakistan„s northern areas
has enabled to link with China and Central Asian states through KKH.
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Gilgit was like Kashgar, the centre of trade for all areas in the 1 st century. From 4th to 11th
century AD, it was under the influence of Buddhism, Sogdiana dynasty, Kushans and then Islam
was introduced in the area. It is placed at a vital point, Central Asia and China. Pakistan wants to
connect with Central Asia through Gilgit-Baltistan.Pakistan is interested to transform the
resource-rich region from being a battleground of three nuclear states into a hub of trade,
tourism, economic integration and cultural exchange. Gilgit-Baltistan can interlink Central Asia
with Ladakh, Nepal and Tibet which will boost potentials for eco-tourism and bring the much
needed revenue.

Shehbaz Khan7 also discussed to open the Misgar and Chipursan routes to

Central Asia. (The Pamir Times, 2013) The KKH passes through it and that is where Pakistan
and China‟s territories meet. To the North is Wakhan strip which is a part of Afghanistan. But
this is the area which directly joins Pakistan to the landmass of Central Asia. China is conducting
many great developmental works in Gilgit-Baltistan. China is going to build a big water reservoir
in this area which will act like a lifeline for Pakistan, Daimer-Basha dam. If this reservoir is not
built, the Daimer-Basha dam will be a pipedream (Naji, 2012). The connectivity links between
Gilgit and Gwadar
Pakistan

are placed at the two respective extreme points

of North and South of

that can be shaped into a “trade-corridor” when China‟s long time esteemed yet

cherished dream to access warm waters of Arabian Sea and beyond with least distances to cover
and minimum costs on logistics became an supreme reality (Khawar).
The independence of Central Asian states in 1991 opened the prospects of economic assistance
for Pakistan. Pakistan, China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan have signed on trade agreement to
extend trade and develop transport high way through KKH via Khunjerab Pass on the way Gilgit,
Tashkarghan (China) Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan) and Almaty (Kazakhstan). An agreement was signed
among these countries on August, 17, 1994. Pakistan can become a hub of trade activity through
this project. Kyrgyzstan has precious minerals, while Kazakhstan has vast hydrocarbon
reserves.(Ahmar,1994,78)7 . The main objectives, Pakistan can achieve with this project are:
1. Pakistan‟s trade can be substantial with the attainment of balance of payments targets on
the basis of regional economic support.
2. The development of northern areas and socioeconomic change in this area.
3. Communication and transport infrastructure will expand commercial contacts among
adjacent areas.
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4. The landlocked states of Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan can benefit from this project. In
fact, the Northern Areas of Pakistan have immense geo-political significance at the dawn
of the 21st century.

6.12 The Revival of Old Historical Silk Route
The geopolitical significance of Karakoram Highway is obvious not only for Pakistan and China
but also for Central Asian states. The main purpose of KKH construction was to promote the
scope of economic and cultural cooperation. The KKH was revival of trade after centuries on
old, historic “Silk Route” that extends from Gilgit to Hunza and Mintaka Pass to Xinjiang8
(Qamar, 1974, 69) Karakorum Highway is an easy access to China‟s potential trade and
influence down to the Arabian Sea. From 2nd century to about 5th century A.H, the trade
continued to flow through Silk Road and the name of „Silk Road survived in legendary
tales.(Dani,9,1995) Central Asian states can reconnect with the world economy through old
transport routes,ie KKH.Today, these states are dependent upon old Soviet routes to the north;
the region with ample geographic, political and economic reasons believe that alternative
transportation routes originating at the warm waters of the Arabian Sea and continuing to Central
Asia‟s historic land outlets can stimulate regional and cross-continental trade.(Hussain,41).So
these states wants to develop ties with Central Asia.
Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif approved the Pakistan-China Trade Corridor that can provide links
with CARs and will make Pakistan a hub for transit trade. This is the revival of Old Silk Rood
that connected Pakistan with Central Asian states through China in prehistoric times. Now it will
connect Kashgar to Khunjerab and Gwader9 (http://www.dispatchnewsdesk.com/pakistan).

6.13 Through Khyber Pakhtoon Kwah
The quasi contiguity of Khyber Pakhtoon Kwah with Xinjiang (China) and Central Asia attracted
many traders, warriors and migrants to settle in this area in ancient times. The Central Asian
states are just sixteen hours by road from KPK, through Afghanistan. (Jalalzai, 1994) Trade links
could be established through KPK, which is a gate way to Central Asia due to its location, in
close proximity to Afghanistan and Central Asian states. KPK envoys a unique position and the
time has come when location disadvantages due to its distance from the sea ports complex with
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its very difficult access to markets is fading away in the face of provisional location and
comparative advantages which have accrued due to its unique position located very close to the
Central Asian trade route. (Masood, 1996)

Khyber Pass, being integral part of Silk Road, has

been vital trade route between Central and South Asia throughout history. Famous invader as
Alexander the Great, Genghis Khan, Mahmood Ghaznavi, Muhammad Ghori all came through
Khyber Pass. M1 motorway connecting Punjab with KPK is an imperative link to Afghanistan
and Central Asia.
Khyber-Pakhtunkhawa and Federally Administered Tribal Areas can be established as a gateway
to Central Asia and Afghanistan whom are in need of access to warm water of Arabian Sea .The
significance of KPK

was described by Nisar Ahmed, Chief Collector Customs (North in a

Seminar on January 27) in these words:
“Khyber-Pakhtunkhawa and FATA are of great interest to the landlocked Central Asian States
and Afghanistan for access to the Indian Ocean as the KPK provides the shortest access route.
The Government also has a vision for a national Trade Corridor, the Peshawar-Torkham
Expressway, the Northern By-pass and agreements with CARs to facilitate the traffic of goods,
people and services in the region.”, (http://pakconnects.blogspot.com/2012/01/centcom-wantsyou-to-consider-pakistan.html).

6.14 Malakand Road Tunnel Project
The government has made plan to construct MRT that will provide connection with Central Asia
and China. South Korea is agreed to provide loan for this project. Sambo, South Korean
company is working on this project and has completed the construction of Lowari Tunnel, the
longest tunnel between Dir and Chitral districts10 . The MRT is strategically significant as it will
connect Pakistan with Central Asia through Wakhan narrow belt. That tunnel will also provide
links to some western part of China.

6.15 Trade Links Through Chitral
Chitral has easy access to Central Asia. The main prospect of its progress demands trade which
can be received through Central Asia, and Afghanistan, an international market. Chitral Chamber
of Commerce and Industries also demanded to construct trade routes between Central Asia and

158 | P a g e

Afghanistan, yet the Government showed no interests in this project. Yet Zardari and
Rakhmonov, (Presidents of Pakistan and Tajikistan) signed agreements to accelerate the project
of Chitral- Ishkashim road and rail links. (http://www.timesofchitral.com/2013/03/pakistantajikistan-expedite-chitral-to.html).

6.16 Baluchistan: A Unique Key
The region of Baluchistan is of great significance for Central Asia which can also serve as
Strategic communication and trade linkage between South, and Central Asia passing through
Pakistan It will transform Pakistan, especially Baluchistan into economic hub, giving boost to
inter-regional economic activity. As an instrument of foreign and security policies, routes have
lead socioeconomic changes.(Isphahani,1989) Zhob happens to be the cradle of Pathan race and
an ancient place of great geostrategic importance, served as a watershed between South Asian
Sun-Continent and Central Asia.(Masood,2003, 135) Pakistan is trying to create two routes with
Central Asian states:
1. Via Kabul
2. Via Heart (Pahlevan,1998)
The historical data depicts that the western margins of Pakistan, the Khyber and Bolan Passes
functioned as traditional routes for the movement of people and trade between Central Asia and
South Asia. In 2001, Amirul Mulk Mengal, the Baluchistan‟s Governor requested China to
develop road and rail links from Gwader to Dalbandin (Jumping off point) from South Asia,
through Afghanistan to Central Asia. (Burdman, 2001, 17)

6.17 Karakoram Railway
A proposal was made to construct railway to connect China with Pakistani-administered northern
areas of Kashmir to boost trade ties between them. In 2009, its feasibility study developed a
route connecting Havelian (750km) and Kashgar. (350km) This rail network can give assurance
to China's access to energy-rich central Asia, can serve both commercially and strategically. A
feasibility study to develop railway network of Chaman-Qandahar section to Gwader is done by
Pakistan Railway. The main aim is to connect Pakistan with Central Asian states through
Afghanistan.
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6.18 Pakistan as Gateway to Central Asia
Pakistan, located between Central and South Asia, extends from the golden beaches of the
Arabian Sea to the high mountains of Central Asia. With the independence of Central Asian
Republics, Pakistan appeared as a „gate way to the region. The region has attracted Pakistan in
terms of natural resources especially oil and gas resources. Central Asia attracts Japan due to
availability of uranium. Pakistan can become gate way to Central Asia for Japan because it
confirms certain important regions like Central Asia, Middle East and West Asia, thus the
strategic significance of Pakistan cannot be ignored. Pakistan‟s geo strategic position is curse and
blessing. Curse is what is coming about today in Pakistan, „terrorist attacks and blessing in the
sense that if environment improved that energy corridor will flow through Pakistan.

The region

of Central Asia is included directly in to the orbit of geoeconomic interests of Pakistan‟s foreign
policy. (Ashimbaev, 2002, 66) Pakistan and Central Asia share a common history, religion and
culture. Its Islamic heritage goes back to over a thousand years, and unites and merges the
traditions of Central Asia and West Asia in its architecture, poetry and literature. Exchange of
cultural delegations remains a vital component of Pakistan‟s foreign policy. Pakistan made
several cultural delegations which have helped to portray a positive and progressive image of
Pakistan.(Sheikh,163,2004) Pakistan can revive its old cultural traditions. The strategic location
has great potential for Pakistan to become a hub of economic activity. In addition to the
accessible broad rail and road network, the government is developing highways and the Gwadar
Port that would serve to link up adjacent regions of Central Asia.

6.19

Regional Bloc

Pakistan is interested to develop „a regional block based on old cultural and historical bonds
which would consist of Iran, Afghanistan, and China (Xinjiang) and Central Asian states. The
block should be able to stand up to global pressure and help in mutually strengthening each other
countries of the region. Pakistan sees Central Asia as the future area of its diplomatic and
economic initiatives. The Central Asian states are keen to explore closer ties with their southern
neighbors, especially the prospects of reopening their traditional southern route to the sea.
Pakistan „s geographic proximity and cultural and ethnic ties with Central Asia ,which are likely
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to be further

reinforced

by trade ,investment, cultural and economic cooperation. (Sarwar,

1994)
Pakistan can serve as a gateway to Central Asian states because of its position as a bridge
between South Asia, East Asia and Central Asia. (Khan, 101) Moreover, Pakistan‟ s geographic
and strategic hinterland both touches the Gulf and Central Asia which are Pakistan‟s key selling
points in attracting the west for many years. Yet the re-discovery of Central Asian republics to
the north of Pakistan has created new geographical imperatives for Pakistan. (Jaffrey, 1993)
Pakistan revealed strong interest in establishing control over the transportation links However,
the emergence of this regional forum is a call of hour that all member states should try to secure
a respectable place by collective will in the evolving scenario of global economic relations.
(2005, Richard, 74)Hopefully, it will not only put fresh life into old ties but will also open up
new vistas of cooperation and collaboration. Contemporary Central Asia is one of the cross-roads
of history, political and economic transformation is bound to bring about profound changes in
trade and communications. It is for Pakistan to tread a new path for building peaceful bridge in
order to embrace the oil friendly people of Central Asia who have had long historical, cultural
and economic links with Pakistan. Commercial links will be more important, can explore by
mutual benefits for Pakistan and Central Asia. KKH has made a concrete statement about the
strength and longevity of Pakistan-China friendship; now expand this to Central Asian republics.
Pakistan could become a key voice in the regional economic affairs further increasing the
importance of its relationship with Central Asia. Factors favoring formation of a regional
economic forum
1. The world has developed into a multipolar economy ,built around exclusively regional
groupings .The countries that will benefit are geographically well placed.
2. Pakistan with its ideal location can benefit from this regional forum.
3. Opening of routes through Baluchistan will add the area‟s prosperity.
Pakistan can re-enter the commonwealth left behind by our forefathers links, which is based on
free movement and trade spanning the greater triangle; with the west ,Sinkiang in the east and
Pakistan(Karachi port) in the south and five Central Asian republics, can develop the heart of
hinterland of this great new common regional forum built on solid,ethnic,cultural,historic and
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Islamic links

with Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Central Asian states, Kashmir and Sinkiang.

Central Asian states can break their isolation and can seek new openings for their advancement.
In this desire, they would naturally follow the historical path, forward towards revival of cultural
and economic bonds.Pakitan‟s with advanced craftsmanship and technology can collaborate with
Central Asia .Close contacts will give us cultural base distinct from India. We can look forward
to a friendly hand on the basis of common history and culture, trade will strengthen the bonds.
The old cultural centres like Termiz, Bukhara, Samarkand, Tashkent, Fergana, Khokand and
Khive can open new attraction for ziarats. In short, Pakistan can act as a gate way for this
regional forum by providing shortest access to ports linking Central Asian states to the outer
world. Future prospects for Pakistan in Central Asia have various dimensions as given below:

6.20

Cultural Bloc

Pakistan has close cultural links with Central Asian region. With the disintegration of USSR,
Pakistan tried to revitalize the historical cultural ties to create relations with Central Asian states.
Pakistan should establish regional trade with Central Asia to make its economy prosper. In the
past, the nascent independent states of Central Asia might be culturally and religiously more
attached to the area constituting Pakistan (Rashid, 2013). The measure of Pakistan‟s culture is
Islamic ideology. There is nothing in the Holy Quran which gives detail of architecture, what we
have got in dome, minar etc ,everything we have borrowed from the Byzantinian architecture,
from Sasanian architecture or from Central Asian architecture.
The common wealth of independent Muslim states (CMIS) can be developed

as an economic

and political union of nine countries that are located in Asia. These countries include Pakistan,
Iran,

and

Afghanistan,

Turkmenistan,

Uzbekistan,

China (Xinxiang) and
Kazakhstan and

five Central Asian republics

Kyrgyzstan)

(Tajikistan,

a regional organization can be

developed in these countries, having strong cultural and ethnic ties.

6.21 Regional Cultural Bloc
Both Pakistan and India remained cognizant about their common cultural inheritance in Central
Asia. Before 1947, Indian Muslims thought Central Asia as their „familial home region.(Reetz,
1997). Pakistan‟s cultural contact with Central Asia can be traced back to the prehistoric times.
Central Asia has strong cultural and ethnic ties and strong historical bonds with four neighboring
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Muslim countries of Turkey, Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan .Xinjiang, the western province of
China was also tied with them through cultural and ethnic bonds in the past. From cultural
perspective ,a strong eco-cultural bloc can be developed which not only relink he old ties ,yet
mechanized transportation network will tied them mutual economic and security of the region
.China ,being economic pillar and hegemonic in the region can help all countries through fiscal
and technical assistance.

6.22

Religious Dimension

The fundamental part of Pakistan‟s foreign policy is to maintain friendly relations

with all

Muslim countries. The appearance of the Central Asia was expected as prospect to form a large
regional bloc, stretching from the Arabian Sea in the south to the Black Sea in the west based on
the common religious identity of Islam which would offer a huge political and economic benefit
to Pakistan. ECO is an example of Pakistan‟s attempts in regional integrity.

6.23

Economic Dimension through Regional Platform

Since 1991, Pakistan has actively supported its geographical location to present itself as the most
possible and economic outlet for the land locked Central Asia states. Pakistan tried to present
itself more suitable to Central Asia and offered several proposals creating trade and transport
corridors and access to ports. Pakistan also tried to develop commercial ties with them, tried to
expand economic ties through ECO.
The 21st century gravity „models of international trade, in which distance heavily influences the
destination of trade, can be identified between South and Central Asia where human and natural
resources can play vital role in the progress and bilateral connections of both regions. Regional
energy progress and trade has great potential which can promote progress for all the states in the
region, especially, those states which have good prospects for progress of hydroelectric resources
with large potential, much of whose output could be exported to electricity-deficient countries to
the south. (Pakistan) The peoples of Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asia together with South Asia,
have long experience of living together in the commonwealth of the pre-Islamic Achaemenian,
Parthian, and Sassanid empires, in the Abbasid caliphate, in the Persian and Turkic empires of
the Samanids, Seljhuqids, and Ghaznavids, and in the Safavid empire. The experience of more
than 2,000 years of interaction among the nations of the Caspian-Central Asia region within a
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politically united commonwealth has created a cultural conglomeration that binds these nations
together in their geographic region. The expansion of Islam eastward has added a new impetus to
this cultural conglomeration, further strengthening it.
Central Asia has become a subject of spectacular interests in the world‟s geo-economics in
general and in Pakistan in particular. Pakistan must therefore look for a „new regional as well as
international role corresponding with its strategic location‟. Thus in the obtaining situation the
ideas of strategic consensus and economic alliances between Pakistan, Iran ,Afghanistan ,China
and Central Asian republics are positive ,daring and most constructive thoughts. Therefore for
reasons f historical, cultural and economic bonds, contiguity, religious sentiment s and security
imperatives, Pakistan should adopt the „cultural union adjacent to its boundary .Consequently,
we should give up our policy of „distant friends, which is against the dictates of geopolitics. We
must realize that our borders are with China, Afghanistan and Iran, and next-door neighbor are
Central Asian Republics, thus we can cash our geostrategic location from the world superpowers
with the help of this „regional forum in which China, an emerging regional and world power can
help Pakistan in economic and energy development of Pakistan. Regional forum needs to be
chased with clear cut objectives of ascertaining collective interests, peace, security and
„affluence of our region through world peace and progress. Our approach to develop cultural
forum should be „holistic, futuristic and humane. With democratization of Central Asia, there is
cautious hope that their energy reserves and industrial progress would open links towards their
traditional allies and lend economic stability and security to this region. Pakistan strives in
Central Asia are to promote assistance rather than competition with other actors of the region. A
sturdy economic cooperation is the imperative in the newly emerging regional scenario. Yet
mutual economic needs and sphere of influences between Pakistan and Central Asia must be
identified. With common and opposite interests of great powers and the regional countries, the
prospects for Pakistan will depend as to how the Government reformulates its Afghan‟s policy.
The ECO highway is an important link to this hub port, was to upgrade existing roads in
Afghanistan to link Chaman to Tor Ghundai in Turkmenistan through Afghanistan.
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6.24 Pakistan Future Prospects through ECO Platform
The forum was originally founded by Pakistan, Iran and Turkey, lately included Afghanistan,
further expanded and then Central Asian states were included after independence.(Alam,2004)
The countries of ECO are located over a large land mass of Eurasia, with 250 million Muslims or
about 25% of the total Muslim population in the world. The population of ECO is predominately
Muslims, Kazakhstan is the only country which has 40 % Muslims, 38.5% Russians yet Muslims
count their kinsmen in Xinjiang. The implication of common faith is that these states have
overlapping history, common faith and share experience of exploitation of western powers; all
have been victims of policy of “divide and rule. Another similar characteristic of their economies
is that they are rich in mineral and power resources, as Afghanistan has natural gas in „Jowzjan
area, Uzbekistan‟s silk industry ,gold in Central Asian states, Kazak‟s oil and Turkmen‟s gas
reserves. Pakistan, Iran and Turkey can provide immense assistance and contribute in trade and
can provide outlet to the outer world through their sea ports.
Central Asian states and Afghanistan are landlocked countries while Pakistan and Iran possess
all-weather ports as well as basic infrastructure for international trade. Similarly, Kazakhstan
provides outlet to the Russian mainland and could even link Islamabad with „Vladivostok
through Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Russia. This route could still be shortened
with direct road linked between Pakistan and Tajikistan via Pamir range. Afghanistan has
extensive road network connecting „Kushka (Turkmenistan) and Termex (Uzbekistan) with
Chaman and Peshawar, opening way for direct overland transit between Pakistan and former
Soviet Union, passing through the Eco „heartland. Most important highways connect Kabul with
Sher Khan (on former Soviet border) and Peshawar.
Iran has rail network through „Jolfa in the north west, uses Caspian sea ports for trade with
neighboring states. (Gul, 1993) Keeping in mind the territorial configuration of ECO and a web
of strategic interests, it is evident that it can provide a durable balance of power to the region by
protecting it against the predatory tendencies of Israel and India. Pakistan‟s initial forays into
Central Asia mainly emphasized the economic dimension of its foreign policy goals. Pakistan
used bilateral mechanism which sought to create a common market for trade between Muslim
countries. For this, Pakistan used ECO forum. Pakistan wants access to Central Asia‟s energy
resources while offering to export textiles, machinery and telecommunication equipments. The
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prehistoric economic and socio-cultural ties between South and Central Asia signify that
Pakistan can play multidimensional cooperation with these states by using ECO and SAARC
platforms (Wasi, 2002, 15)11 .
Pakistan portrayed itself, logically as the natural trade route for Central Asian states to reach
world markets and break out their trade and economic dependence on Russia. Benazir Bhutto, in
her 2nd phase of Government in the early 1990s, made efforts to translate this policy into practice
by mapping the mountain passes on its northern border to identify the most suitable route. Out of
this, was created the main trade route from Central Asia through Heart and Kandahar to Quetta
and down to the port of Gwader. Pakistan borders on the eastern edge of the Iranian upland
while the Himalaya Mountain has direct orographical concentrations with the Hindu Kush and
Pamirs. Quetta still preserves its importance as a major crossroads commanding the routes
northwards to Afghanistan and beyond it to Soviet Central Asia. The area between the salt range
and the edge of the Himalayan foothills is the critically important road runs from India to Iran
and Central Asia. Pakistan‟s future prospects for Central Asia are in:

6.25 Transportation and Communication Network
Central Asia, being historical land bridge between Asia and Europe, has potential to become an
important transit routes .The transport links in Central Asia need to meet the requirements of
reoriented economic and trade ties with all countries in the region. There is lack of the adoption
of an integrated and regionally oriented multimodal transport approach in the planning and
operation for transport infrastructure development. Roads connecting some productive countries
and markets and ports are lacking .A large portion of the existing regional transport
infrastructure is deteriorating due to insufficient funding for maintenance.( Aslam,1993) Limited
infrastructure and human resources capacities in transport sector are hindrance in linking these
two regions. This is reflected by weak planning for public investment. Inadequate design
standards for transport investment projects,

weak

financial and

project implementation

management and lack of effective monitoring and evaluation.( Qureshi,12,1993) Pakistan has to
clear up its infrastructure to attract economic investment and merely having former alliances will
not do this unless the indigenous climate is investor friendly. Such an alliance should be strong
motivating forces for this cleanup. (Jalalzai,)
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To construct infrastructural integration of the region is not an easy task to be accomplished in
short time, because of many barriers effecting regional trade. Due to land locked character of
Central Asia, Pakistan must focus on the development of ports,Karachi,Port Qasim and
particularly Gwader port because part of trade from Central Asia and beyond ,could transit via
Gwader port, as reported by ECO ,about 40% of total transit can be channeled through this port.(
Alamgir,2005,28)
The development of road corridors will open new types of trade flows, which in turn will foster
economic diversification for Central Asia and to the further benefit of the entire region. Land
routes played vital role in connecting directly the heart of Pakistan with the main centre of
Central Asia. In fact, for centuries, Karachi port served for Central Asia as an influential trade
knot, as well as a nexus of economic and political socialization, within a network of land and
“silk-routes.”(Nadkami) There are two roads, one leading to Uzbekistan and the other to
Turkmenistan but they pass through Afghanistan .The 1st road from Peshawar –Jalabad-KunduzHairatan-Termiz road is 500 miles long. . (Akhtar, 1995) The second Chaman-Kandahar-HeartTurghundi-Kushka road is 513 miles. The estimated cost

of the railway complex connecting

Central Asia with Karachi and Makran coast is somewhere around $3 billion to $5 billion and
could be jointly shared by seven or eight nations including Russia which has shown interests in
this project. (Dawn, 1992)

6.26

The Concept of Greater Central Asian Partnership

Pakistan must realize that its interests in the area will only be served through a wide regional
format, including Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, Russia and China. Without peace in Afghanistan,
Pakistan cannot benefit from the economic benefits of Central Asia.(Khan, 1993) Attempts to
create regional economic union kin to the ECO have failed to integrate CARs with one another
and with the world economy. These states are hindered by dependency –oriented, unidirectional
Soviet transportation infrastructures and lack even of international awareness of the possibility of
renewing traditional communication routes, through south-west Asian ports in Pakistan and Iran.
The „Greater Central Asian Partnership conceptualized by Frederick Starr is the 1 st major attempt
in the US to craft a regional development strategy to reintegrate Central Asian trade crosscontinently via traditional transportation routes.( Starr,2005)
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The goal is to create modern rail, road and maritime trade infrastructure where formerly; there
were camel and horse caravan routes. The north-south corridor strategy promises to reintegrate,
effectively Central Asia with the broad based world economy. This, in turn will further regional
economic, social and political development in the region.( Starr,2005)

6.27 Trade Agreements Under Ancient Knots Umbrella
Pakistan wants to have good relations with Central Asian countries based on the principles of
sovereign equality, non-interference in each other‟s internal affairs, mutuality of benefits and has
no intention to use Islamic, historical and cultural cards in seeking to guide our foreign policy.
To give stimulus to trade and economic cooperation, Tajikistan and Pakistan both agreed on
establishing Joint Ministerial Commission to identify fresh areas for economic and technical
cooperation. (Jalalzai, 1994, 328)Pakistan must establish trade agreements with Kazakhstan to
make free trade in steel products possible.( Hafeez,12,2006)

6.28 Pakistan’s Pivotal Location
Pakistan, located at the cross roads of Central and South Asia has potential to become economic
hub for the region. Geographical location of an area determines and controls political
environment of a country‟s foreign policy that is determined by its geography. (Hilali)

In the

wake of the disintegration of the USSR and the rise of Central Asian states, Pakistan because of
its pivotal geographic location, is being perceived as the central axis of a new configuration of
regional balance of power. As Barbara Croquette of the New York Times put it: “Central Asia is
an old idea taking on new life not only in Pakistan but also in the Muslim world---as far east as
China‟s Xinjiang region…A process of old cultural, historical and economical revival ,perhaps
most of all in Pakistan,”(Jalalzai,1994,378)
Pakistan‟s geographical location has become more striking and attractive after the emergence of
Central Asian states. Pakistan occupies a highly strategic position between Southwest, South and
Central Asia, thus belongs to three essentially linked regions with occupying centrifugal position.
(Sclapino, 1986) Pakistan is the only state in the region which has friendly ties with the west and
being part and parcel of the global economy which can easily help to break the70 year‟s isolation
of Central Asia. Pakistan can help o integrate Central Asia with global economy by providing
trade links both by sea and land routes. (Dani, 1993) Pakistan‟s access to the Arabian Sea and
Gulf is a powerful and diplomatic resource. The veins and arteries of Central Asia, Afghanistan,
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Sinkiang and Kashmir flow to and through Pakistan. The subcontinent was visited by 42
invasions through these routes; the same routes can be used for mutual benefit of the region.
The new policy can be drawn upon geopolinomics with emphasis on regional and crosscontinental trade and development through Central Asia‟s historical traditional transportation
routes in Southwest Asia on the Arabian Sea coast, rather than the military presence. Keeping in
view the regional situation and the impact of development at the global level, a suitable strategy
for security in the region should focus on the fact that Central Asia is facing instability because
of mutual conflicts among the states and because of proxy wars of global powers in the region;
thus Instability in Central Asia means instability in the whole region. The areas of cooperation
between Pakistan and Central Asian states should focus on


Trade facility through developing communication network.



Provide transit energy route through Pakistan.



Pakistan as gate way to Central Asia

6.29 Recommendations


It will be a great boon for US to use Pakistan as a road to Central Asia. Pakistan can take
advantage of the raw material in Afghanistan and Central Asia to build industry as it was
done in the Indus civilization in the past.



It is necessary to promote cooperation in trade. The need is to fully develop
transportation network with these states.



An agreement was made in 1995 on transit traffic between China, Pakistan, Kazakhstan
and Kyrgyzstan. Now, the need is to make this agreement really effective, besides
considering its expansion for the benefit of other landlocked countries like Afghanistan,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.



To exploit the energy resources in Central Asia, particularly in Kazakhstan and
Turkmenistan, we should try to make routes for easy access to these resources.(As
Gwader port provides nearest port to these states)
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The construction of gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan through Afghanistan was
in limbo because of instability in Afghanistan, now it is the need of hour to achieve this
goal.



Pakistan‟s participation in developing infrastructural links with Central Asia will
symbolize the return of the „Indus valley to the „central place in region –wide economic
and cultural interaction (Anwar, 2011).

6.30 Some Significant Routes
The major communication routes however lie through Afghanistan.
1. One running from Peshawar through Jajalabad and Termez on the Oxus to
Tajikistan.
2. From Quetta to Kandahar and Heart over the Oxus into Central Asia.
3. From Chaman through Kandahar and Heart over the Oxus into Central Asia.
4. From Chitral across the Wakhan corridor into Tajikistan.
5. From Quetta to Koh-i-Taftan and Zahidan to Ashgabat in Turkmenistan.
6. Pakistan is keen to pursue rail link between Havelian and Khunjerab, which
would provide a direct link between Pakistan and China. The Gwadar port will
provide an optimal trade route for China, Pakistan and the Central Asian States
after completion of Havelian Khunjerab rail link.( http://pamirtimes.net)
7. Pakistan also intends to construct four highways in Afghanistan and one in
Uzbekistan to improve its land links with Central Asia.
Today, Pakistan can revive and follow the key ancient routes.
1.

The earliest and quickest land route is from Peshawar to Kabul, onward to Mazar-iSharif through Salang pass and then across the modern bridge over the Oxus to
Termiz and beyond to any of Central Asian cities.
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2. From Quetta to Kandahar, onward to Heart and then via Maimana to Mazar-i-Sharif
and join the earlier road to Termiz.
3. From Quetta to Kandahar, onward to Heart to Meshed, from there to Sarakhs and then
to other cities in Central Asia.
4. From Quetta to Zahidan to Meshed and onward to Sarakhs.
5. From Gwader TO KKH, From Khunjerab pass to Kashgar and then onward to Osh,
Bishkek or Alma Ata.

6.31 Geopolitical Significance of Central Asia
Sir Halford Mackinder viewed Central Asia as “the pivot region of the world‟s politics” and “the
heartland” and called it the greatest natural fortress in the world.” He believed that whoever
controlled Central Asia would do exercises enormous power. Yet no single power has gained
control over the region and it had become area of influence of various powers.

6.32 Conclusion
The 21st century has well illustrated the significance of regional organizations. The regional
platform not only is useful for economic integration, yet play key role in security concerns of
regional members. Keeping in mind the Mackinder‟s theory, who over controls Central Asia will
wield enormous powers of the world, the importance of energy rich Central Asian states cannot
be ignored. Pakistan is an energy deficit country, whose economy has to bear security problems
and constraints after 9/11. Pakistan has to spend a huge part of its budget on security, so cannot
spend on energy cause. Both Pakistan and Central Asia both are facing security problem, thus
can make joint efforts to resolve this problem and can boost their economic growth by mutual
cooperation.

The time demands a regional forum should be organized like EU on cultural and

economic basis. The ancient historical and cultural history has well defined the cultural region
identifying the areas of Pakistan, Iran Afghanistan, and Chinese Xinjiang and Central Asian
states. Once the major regional economic power, China and other economic neighbors as Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Central Asian states can be included, to develop intra-regional trade
will grow. This particular characteristic will make this geographic area quite unique. There lies
the exceptional cultural opportunity to engage in closer to regional cooperation with increase in
trade on this regional forum. The development of road corridors will bring concrete benefits,
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while reduced travel time will bring annual saving and increase by 80%, to $6.3 billion
continental trade through new southern ports, Karachi, Gwader. China is an important area of
integration, especially its western part, particularly Xinjiang region, which accounts for over
80% of the total Chinese trade with Central Asia. (Anwar, 2011) To boost up trade activity,
China has rehabilitated 616 km highway, to develop energy corridor from Gwader port to KKH.
In contrast to the empty talk of a „new Great Game “ in Central Asia to hold hydrocarbon
reserves of the regions ,the reality is that today the Great Game covers the construction of
transport and communication network in the region to hold transit routes, so that is the period of
“Transit Routes Game‟ of 21st century.

Today, Russian monopoly of the Soviet period over

Central Asia transport infrastructure is gradually waning. International community is supporting
Central Asia struggle for southern outlets to bypass Russia. In order for regional cooperation to
be successful, a regional economic initiative consisting of all Central Asian states, China, Iran,
Afghanistan, Turkey are needed. It will be only by the joint endeavor of all these countries that
regional economic cooperation will be truly successful. An opening to the Indian Ocean is of
great significance to the future of all Central Asian states. Regional trade is an important field in
which Pakistan and Central Asia can achieve tangible results it they actively cooperate with each
other.


Our 1st challenge is to increase volume of trade or at least bring it back to the 1998-99
level when it was more than $120 million with the Central Asia. In 1997-98 Pak-Kazak
trade was $19.13 million which fell to $8.078 in 2001-02 ,Pak-Uzbek trade reached to
72.655 million yet recorded to $ 8.783, Pak-Turkmen fell from 7.753 million to 4.212
million,Pak-Kyrgyz

trade recorded to less than $1 million against $7.91 million and

Pak-Tajik trade shrink ti $1.5 million against the 47.7 million in 1997-98.


We lack sufficient resources and face competition from
1. Iran which has comparative advantage in its geographical contiguity.
2. Turkey which allocated considerable amount for construction, technical training
and joint ventures.
3. India which enjoying relatively good relations on behalf of USSR and now
cultivating Pakistan‟s immediate neighbors Afghanistan and Tajikistan. In the
immediate post Soviet era, India sent established businessmen to the region while
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from Pakistan except the „Tabani group small or „briefcase

businessmen

penetrated into the region, could not make a positive effect on Pak-Central Asian
trade.


Pakistan is considered as a gateway to Central Asia from the south or south-east, yet it is
not the „only gateway to Central Asia. The fact is that there is another gateway from the
south via Iran and another gateway in the south-west from Turkey. No doubt, the shortest
economical route through Pakistan but blocked way is via Afghanistan.



Though, Pakistan provides the shortest outlet to Central Asian states, the oil and gas
pipelines via Afghanistan and Pakistan have become “pipeline dreams‟. The main
obstacle in converting „pipeline dreams are instability and major powers interest in
Afghanistan. Though the interest of these powers coincided against the „Taliban but it
seems that in the long run there is a divergence of interests between US, on one side and
„worried Russia ,enlarged China and threatened Iran on the other side in the region. Both
Russia and China are concerned with the long term presence of US in the region. Yet one
thing that both Russia and US discouraging is the emergence of „effective economic
block ECO which contradicts their regional interests.



Pakistan‟s domestic developments would have immediate effect on economic relations
with Central Asia. We have to develop communication network for transportation
goods.(Khan,2004)

.
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